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Ta the Right Honourable 



THE 



^untefe of BradJ^ord* 




Madam, 

THAT fpirit of ferious piety, (fu- 
pcrior to ail the other high qua- 
lity) wherewith God has blcflcd and* 
adorned your lady(hip, gives me the 
boldnefe to (hehcr under your honour- 
able nanie fome of thofe religious offices, 
whereof you are fo great a lover, and fa 
good a judge. Though they appear ia 
an ordinary drefs, yet dare I lay them 
before Xuch a difcerning eye ; becaufe I 
am fure of your true reliflb, to regard 
the fpirit, more than the lettct-, ^tv^L 
didf faHahlbBcfs to iktt caB?ic^k!^ ^i "^^^^ca 
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DEDICATION. 

The many particular favours, which 
in a very condefcending manner, and 
upon the moft feafonable occaiions of 
mouniing and afflidion, your ladyihip's 
goodnefs has been pleafed to vouchfafe 
unto one, who deferves (o very little at 
your hands, are preffing engagements up- 
on me thus to pray, and (in all the way;8 
that J- am capable) ever to approve my- 
Iblf, 
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Tour Ladyship's 
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very humble fervant^ 
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A PRE FAG E, 

t 

Shewing the Occaflon of this Ptiblicatibrit 

ll^ith an earneft Admonition) exhortiiig ta » 
' hv greacer ccmcira for the SoUl duui jSois 
all wings elic in the world. 

UPON the firft cditflon of my Prayert 
and Ojffices of Devotion f , a very 
memorable perfbn, of true honour and ex- 
emplary piety^ told me he had an objedion 
againft my book, that it was too big* meapr 
ing, not fo much die. bulk of the matter, at 
the price to the buyers of the lower clafs. 

The fame complaint hath hbch laid befbre 

*. me of late, with fome prefling and repeated 

importunity to fet forth a Icfier manual for the 

family, of fo low a rate,, that, in the tradef- 

man's dialeft, it might be everyone's money. 

The motion I withdood again and again^ ' 
cxcufing myfelf for doing any more of that 

t Tliis book hai pa^d tbrmi^ iCfeAS^«& ^^^«3ftaM^ 

A 4 ^»>»»*«=' 
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nature, 'wherein I might be thought to have 
overdone it already. 

But, confidering that what concerned fami- 
lies 6f the-lower clafs might be contrafted in 
a little compafs, and that what I had already 
done of this kind had found fo good accep- 
tance as to have pafled feveral editions, I 
came at laft to a refolution of complying 
with the folicitation, which did put me upon 
Ais impreffion ; whercm my care and endea- 
vour has been not- to epitomize the former 
book into an abltraft, nor to borrow any 
prayer from thence, nor fo much as. an ex- 
preffion, -that I am awaT6 of, unlefs fomc 
fcripture-phrafe there be fpund. ' 



; v . . ^ 



"Not as-'affefting variety^ dr novelty, but 
purely for avoiding offfehdej^that I might 
5iot give any umbrage of complaint or pre- 
judice, either to the buyers or fellers of the 
other book, for plundering that to furniflt 
oiit this. ' 
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* Which I thought fit hei^ to mcnlio'n fof the 
Tatisfadtioh of jfbm^ perfons concerned, though 
it be but a very fmall matter compared with 
that which . I am now to add ; that I may 
put what life I can into the forms here 
■prefcribed to make them more effedual, 
while I. quicken: every reader to' Ihew the 



PREFACE. IX 

greatefl: of all their cai-e and concern for thdr 
fouls. 

For what fhall it profit a man if he (hall 
gain the whole world, and lofe his own foul ? 
Mark viii. 26. 

The queftions of profit are ufually counted ' 
fome of the moft concerning points, when 
even all this world moves upon the hinge^t 
of intereft : and that demand of Judas, , 
What will you give me? or, another equi- 
valent to it. What fhall I ^et by it ? are fo 
frequent in the mouths of moft. Who is 
not for good bargains, and faving of da- ■ 
mages ? Some here are out of meafure in- 
tent upon it, to make the moft of every 
thing. :. .,. .. 

But yet, alas ! how common to fee (bm^ 
that are for getting all to lofe all ? Arid, 
when' they cry. Who will ihew us any good,?, 
yet are they quite off the way, to obtain the 
chief, the real, and eternal good. Now here 
our Lord himfelf, "the beft of all judge§, 
arguing from the topic of profit, puts ^hei 
foul of man, in one end of the balance,' 
and the whole globe of .the world In the 
other, leaving all to ponder hpw much that 
outweighs this, and refolving the iat<^t^^^- 
tive. What ihall it proRt a rcvatv'^* Ycvtc^x!^^ 
negative. It IhaU. ndthiiag pxo^x.\\5:\cv-,^^ 
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liill there is a riicbfis in the word^, and 
much lefs faid than meant j for, fo far from, 
profiting will it ever be> that it will prove 
t^e faddeft of all damage, and his utter 
undoing, for any one to buy all the world's 
wealth, and pleafure, and honour, at Ta 
heavy a rate as the lofs of his foul. 

Thy ibul, man ! O confider what it is : 
^is thy invisible felf, thy immortal felf, that ' 
which none can kill. He that beft knows it 
aiTures thee of it. Matt. x. 28., Tho' lofe it» 
ai to the end of thy creation, and as to all its 
good, andeafe, and blifs, alas! how eafily 
ihayeft thou do it, as is moll commonly 
done ? 

Thy foul ! 'tis as much fuperior to thy 
body as a man is to a worm, and to redeem 
iJiat foul of thine coft more than the worth 
of a world •, and, coujdft thou get even the 
all of this world, /• e. whatever in it can 
contribute to make thee rich, and great, and 
eafy, and happy, yet would it be but a very 
imperfeft unfatisfadory enjoyment while 
thou haft it, and like a glaring comet, l^at 
for a ftiort time attrafts beholders eyes, and 
then vanifheth ; on fuch a fudden would it 
^U be gone as if it had never been. But 
fuch is the foul's lois, that it admits not any 
hmnncr of comfort •, and, vrYvecv 11 Vajs» ^tv^- 

d^red never fo tnuch, ftMniuei^ Ss ^xv ^x^t^ 
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nity before wherein it muft ever endurc> 
and the redemption of it Ceafeth for ever.. 

O then what queflion can ever concerrt 
thee fo much as this. What muft I do to be 
favcd ? Thy body or goods, thy money or 
lands, thy diverfions or recreations, the 
times or news, markets or traffick, alas! 
what will all thefe be worth to thee if thou 
lofe thy foul ? Thy all hangs upon it, fo 
that vmca that is loft all fa tor ever loft. ' 

Here then, if thou doft not fhew thy great- 
eft folicitude, thou art more fenfelefs than the 
very brutes, that never fwerve from the 
principle of felf-prefervation ; and yet how 
little better is it to own the thing in thy 
words, if thy life and conduft look quite 
another way ? 

But, O Lord, how common here is the 
danger of mJfcarryingJ What more ufual 
than for men moft carelefsly to thraw away 
their fouls, and put a flill bar in the way of 
their falvation ? How few do fo much as 
intend or mind any fuch matter, or, in this 
cafe, fhew but the fincere and hearty endea- 
vour ? Here, alas, how are the majority ' 
quite out, waiidering fQ wide of the way 
to be for ever happy ; that O, how dip\vtvvj,i. 
tive, in taArparilon, is x!t\fe t\\xk&«^ /^^rft^K^ ^ 
cicape tlic faddcft of uW miforj V ^ ^ 

A6 "^ 
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Who lays to heart as he ought thofe terri- 
ble words of the Saviour him^lf, M?//. vii. 
13, 14, Wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to deftru&ion, and many 
there be who go in thereat ; becaufe ftrait 
is the gate and narrow is the way which 
leads to life, and few there be that find it. 
But here and there one that appear in any 
d earneft for the falvation 01 their fouls. 

he hearts, and heads, and hands of moft 
are taken up in another way, and any nian- 
ner of bufinefs, yea, or mere trifles, Ihall 
engage them, rather than the real and hearty 
concern for their fouls. They muft have 
this and that, they muft not want, they 
muft not ftarve, they fay ; but who cries, I 
muft have Chrift, I muft have gracp, and 
the good things of God's Spirit, or elfe I 
am a loft creature, undone for ever. I muft 
not be damned, I cannot endure to dwell in 
everlafting torment. Other lofles may be 
borne, a friend, a limb, an eye, hand, or 
foot loft, but the lofs of a foul, that carries ' 
the whole along with it, 'tis intolerable, toa 
grievous for all the ftrength in the world 
ever to bear up under. 

And tho* none would lie and perifli under 

the fentence of damnation, yet O how . few 

can abide the Saviour's own way of falva- 

tioa ? Ifnothing^ wiU coutcnx Ydtti >o\xx. c^yv- 
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vcrfion and fan6lification, thefe, alas! are 

their liate, if not their derifion. Let him 

keep his heaven then to himfelf, if not to 
be had on anjj other teims. 

O, how few do favour the things of God,, 
and give themfelves to their books and their 
prayers, and make appear their mettle for 
any pious defigns to promote the faving good 
of their fouls ? Do but firft look on God's 
word, and then on the courfe of this worlds 
and canft thou think them to be in any hope- 
ful cafe for heaven, who in fuch trains and 
troops take and run the common loofe and 
carelefs way ? Or canft thou content thyfelf 
to fay. If I mifcarry, God help a great many ? 
Never be fo filly to difpute that point with 
thy Lord and judge, but here lee the abfb- 
lute neceffity lying upon thee to be refolute 
and bufy while it is day, and thou haft the 
fair opportunity. 

Olet that lie clofe upon thy heart, whor 
ever forget or negleft it, crying, we muft 
have this, and muft have that, for our will 
and luft, our folly and fancy, whoever cen- 
fure, or, though God himfelf forbid ; we^ 
muft do fo and fo, after the will of the fleftL 
and the way of the world : let thy cry be,,' 
I muft not fee my foul fink down into the 
pit of hell for want of my cat^ ^iiA ^ivcss. x» 
prevent it', I niuft hot fee a v^otfe ^^c$cw 



xiy PREFACE. 

my houfe than all the fire upon earth, God*s 
burning wrath, for want of my. conftant 
daily prayers there. And, if really thou art 
bound for heaven, let me tell thee thou canfl: 
not afford to be much off this bulinefs ; nay, 
when thou doft but well confider it, thou'lt 
not abide to be fo out of work, or to keep 
others vineyards and neglcd thy own* 

r 

If thou careft for any thing in the world 
then, O let it be for thy foul, or elfe as 
good thou didft care for nothing at aJL 
When fuch a price is put into thy hands, and 
thou wilt not know it, nor haft any heart to 
ufe it, if thou be too bufy for the world to 
attend the bufinefs of thy foul, if thy houle 
be a ihop for mammon, but not a houfe of 
prayer, if thou art for grafping any bufinefs 
elfe to excufe thee from this, that thou maycft 
hide, like Adam, among the trees from thdr 
Lord, thou art mad if thou rid not thy 
hands of fuch bufinefs, whatever it be,, 
which pulls thee away from working out 
thy falvation. 

Orif thou artfordifiblvingthyfelf in luxury, 
and too idle to be at any pains, unlefs it be 
to follow thy pleafures, and all thy life is to 
eat, and drink, anddrefe, and divert thy fdf 
and hear and tell ftorics, then art thou that 
egregious trifler, who quite forgetteft 
Thyfelf and thy maftet, and cas& ^tx^ tvcy 
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Hands to do the work for which he fcnt thee 
hither, and when called away from hence 
thou wilt be doomed, not only as a (lothful 
but a wicked fervant. 

Or, if thou be the debauched and pro-»^ 
phane ruffian, who art for {tabbing even the 
heart of religion, one tliat canft not onlf 
fcom but defy all feriotis piety, and curfe and 
damn fuch as God will blefs and fave ; thu^ 
doft thou live, in fpight of thy oWn Ibul^ 
feeming uneafy till thou haft difpatched it, 
riding poft for ruin, and with violent hands do* 
ing the bloody butchering work upon thy felfw 

In aD or any of thefe wretched cafes thou 
haft quite loft thy way, and art in fuch 
dreadful danger to lofe thy foul,, that in 
God's fear I warn thee to open thy eyes, and 
lee whither thou art hurrying, and with vio-- 
lence haften thy efcape, as thou wouldft d^ 
from throwing thy felf down the nioft fright* 
ful precipice, or into the devouring firel 
Have no more to do with the curied things 
which dircaten to be thy fouPs murderers^ 
but whatever it be which w^ra againft thy 
foul^ whether debauched company, ri^oun 
Kving, ungodly doitlg, injurious dealings 
vain humours,, fleflily lufts, when they look 
with a -frightful afpedl upoatKt.^, ^.TA^^^^5^* 
phecy no good but evil to x\vj fev3Jv\\vw^ 
mthing to do witik them> >out: ^v^ ^ ^^"^^ 
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gence even abruptly to rid thy hands and thy 
heart of them. 

Though I call thee not to diftinguifh thy- 
felf even from the corrupt profligate finners, 
by any particular fafhion of thy own, as to 
the common ufages, of indifferent nature : 
yet here, be upon thy guard, and take the 
utmoft heed, that thou be never betrayed 
^d undone in compliment to any, or never 
fo many fuch leaders ; whom it may bt at 
thy utmoft peril to follow. Never venture 
ihy foul, as thou wouldeft not venture thy 
jife, or thy money, in the hands of robbers 
and murderers. Be not fo cruel to thyfelf, 
as to run upon the danger, which thou feeft 
juft before thy eyes. 

Say not, I will have my mind, and my 
leafe, and all the liberties of life, and the 
world^s good, though I venture my foul for 
them 5 till thou haft better bethought thy- 
felf, what a foul is, and whether it muft fo 
quickly depart, into eternal dwellings, when 
the body is laid to rot in the grave. Let 
that vile body be ufed as an underling •, but 
thy foul employed (according to its noble ^x- 
tradt from above) better than like a beagle 
or rook, to fmell out meat for luft, . or to 
hook in prey. 
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Look upon it as the beft bargain thou 
canft ever make, to fecure thy foul in tht 
hands of thy faviour ; to be rich toward^ 
God, and wife for an infinitely better *orId, 
how poorafid lowfoever in this. Whoever fay 
of the plodding worldly man, let him alone, 
he is a wife man : our Lord calls fuch a onc^ 
Thou fooU Luke,xi\. 12* -Andnoreafc^n at 
all can I fee, why any men fhould be thoilght 
wife, only for getting abundance of the 
world V whict in the-forfeft of ail ftraitSj at 
laft, will do him no nianner of good : nayi 
that which fo often proves the dead -weight, 
hanging upon them whd will be rich -^j t6 
ilrowA ' them in deftruiftion anc) p<rditicAl^ 
I ?t». vi; 9. . . ^ "I 






Whoever thou art then, or how poorly foi 
ever provided in the wofld, let me tell thee^ 
if thou ftand fair with God, and the Lord 
but fay to thy foul, I am tliy falvtation, thott 
art wife enough, and rich enough^ ^and gitat 
chough : : and nothing here can * lie in thy 
way, as a bar to' hinder, but thou'wilt ut 
.blefled for ever. The faving of thy foul^ 
that will make infinite amends, for all that 
ever thou didft lofe or want in the world. 

Yet think not thyfelf here fecure, only be*- 
caufe thou art poor : for there, rcva.-^ \ie. -a. xssks^ 
worldly mind in a mean fortutvt^ x^-scc^ vcv ^^^^ 
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largeft revenue. And 'tis not the bare hav- 
ingi but the keen and eager purfuing of the 
world, that endangers the lofs of a foul. For 
worldly goods are God's gifts : and when 
thou fitteft loofe to them, thou wilt efcape 
the danger of them. Yet where remains Init 
«ny danger, it calb for ail thy wife care ; and 
fuch circumft)e£lion here, as may prevent all 
gnawings of the never-dying worm bere- 
after. 

< • • ■ . 

The means then which afe within thy 
power, be glad of them ; and never negle^ 
to ufe them^ while thy fhort uncertain thne 
ferves chee for them* Holy fcriptures, fab*- 
baths, prayers, the feUowfliip or pioua good 
xnen, and all the offices of God's worihip^ 
Jhave a zeal for them, and give thyfelf to 
them. And where thou findeft thy own 
jbength infufiicient, to work out thv owa 
falvation, keep the nearer to thy Goa, and 
wait on him continually* Watch and pray % 
and beg of him that is able to keep thee 
from f3Hng, to prefervt thee to his heavenly 
kingdom, 2 Tim. iv. 19. Cry, as Mat. viii. 
15, Lord, iave me, or I periih. Thus, beg 
the life of thy foul, at his blcfled hands, 
yea, ftrive in prayer ; plead his power, who 
is mighty to fave, even though thou haft 
deftroyed thyfelf : and plead his mercy, to 
relieve in cafe of neceflity. Yea, plead thy 
own mi&ry^ that thou ^ftiak be wxvdov^ for 
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€Ver, if he be not thy helper, and thy Sa- 
viour. Thus labouring in prayer^ thy la- 
bour Ihall not be in vain in the Lwd. For 
he is nigh, yea, rich unto all. that call upon 
him. 

As long as thy foul then, is in life, befoffc 
it be catched by approaching death ; in this 
only day of grace, and time of mefxry, feek 
die Lord, while he may he found, and call 
iipon him, while he is near. Beg for thy- 
&lf ; and alio for thy houie. Let the mem^ 
bers of thy family, be aiiat^^feUow-pett? 
lioners at the throne of grace. . Let their 
Ibuls^alfo, as well as bodies, have their dtMf 
fots^ with thee. Not only praying, everjif 
one of ye apart ^ yourielves, (as a ibrt of 
hou&'fchiimaticks) but agree tx> pray toge^ 
ther, as well as to eat tc^ether. Nor ufe 
thy iervants only as beafts c^ burden, fot 
tbe world's drudgery : but be fo good to 
^iem, iasheretogo before them ^ and ho« 
Boui" thy Lewd among them, who has gitest 
thee tbt hoioour to be over them* 

Nor only take care of children, man-fer- 
vants, and maid-fervants, and all within thy 
gates, in keeping the fabbath holy to the 
Lord ; but fo, that every day, as well as on 
the Lord's day, they be his iervants, a& 
well as thine. That they may tvox. orJq V-sn^ 
cauie to thank thee, for t\:ie good \xfe.^^^^ 
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found with thee, as to their bodies ; butalfo 
for ever blefs thee, for the much greater 
good which they found, through thy means, 
for their fouls. - 

OUicken us all, O Lord our IVrength 
and otir * redeemer^ to the moft great 
and needful wprk of coring for our fouls, 
while it is called to-day •, in this only oppor- 
tunityv for fecuring our falvation everlaft- 
ifig- :which'iis infinitely more to usy than all 
our other -concerns in this world. By: thy 
graccj 'enable us (we pray thee) for ir^ and 
prosper us in it; that we may not only think 
<}f it,* or in formality meddle with k ;i hat 
i}i foch-,^arneft3 now apply . ourfelves to it, 
that we may for ever experience the happy 
advantage of it. And never may we here 
embolden ourfelves in our n^le6t and delay, 
by any {iacknefs and carelefnefs of others; 
but rather give the more diligence ftill, to 
make fure- work for our own fouls •, becaufe^ 
fo few do find the way of life, and: fiiclv 
multitudes milfcarry and pcrifh for ever. O* 
gracious God ! By the light of thy word, 
and the conduft of thy fpirit, bring and 
keep us in the holy good way, that Ihalt 
lead us on to the moft: blefled glorious end 
of our faith, the eternal falvation of our 
fouls. Amen, Amen. 
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PRAYERS for Families, 

On COMMON DAYS. 

WITH 

Somepreparatory Thoughts, and quicken- 
ing Confiderations intermixed. 



Firfl: Consideration. 

Job XXXV. 10. None fays ^ where is God my Maker? 
Ch. xxii. 21. Acquaint now thy felf with him. 

HERE I live in a world, which is the 
mighty frame, fearfully and wonderfully 
made in all its parts ; fome fo great and 
glorious, others fo neat and curious, and every 
creature fuch an index, pointing diredly to him 
that made them all, without whom none of them 
could ever have been, nor can fubfift fo much as 
a moment ; that I fliall be for ever without excufe 
if I do not fee, and own, and admire, and adore 
the eternal Maker in all. Whatever knowledge 
elfe I am proud of will turn to no account but a 
very fad one, and I know nothing as I ought to 
know, if I do not underftand and feek after God ; 
and, let me be dipped and platted in never fo 
great acquaintance on earth, if I keep no fair cor- 
refpondence with heaven, to acquaint myfelf w\x3jw \ 
him, whom to know is life eUtiveX^l Vvi^ \.^^ . 
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iriuch caufe to dread that he will not know and 
own me in that great day when I muft receive 
from him nay. eterna) doom. 

O, my foul ! my almighty Maker is my abfblute 
owner, who has all the right and authority over 
me to do whatever be pieces with me, and I am 
not at my own difpofal to live as I have a-mind, 
but bound to ftudy his will and to ferve his ends. 
TThis I fhould have done, but am filled with con- 
fufipn and horrpr tp think how ftupidly forgetful, 
I have been of the God that made me and keeps 
xne, that I have lived fo much in the. world with- 
out him, and deferve to be fent away in the next 
world for ever accurfed from him. 

But O, thou that didfl: make me, forgive me, I 
befeech thee, and forfake not the work of thine own 
hands, but create and new-make me in Chrift 
Jefus, and bring me into a frame and fitnefs to 
ferverthy holy pleafure, and to carry acceptably in 
thy fight through the Son of thy love* Amen. 

The Firft Morning Prayer.. 

BLei&d Lord God, thou haft formed us for thy«* 
felf, and to thee we do owe ourfelvea and all 
that ever we are and have. Thou haft not only 
made us capable of this immediate: attendance upon 
thee, but every way obliged and encouraged us to 
it : yet O how much have we neglected, and how 
ill have we performed it ? and not only flighted thy 
holy and happy fervice, but run into rebellion 
againft' thy exprefs charge and commands; to fol- 
low after this vain world, and to ferve our own 
hurtful lufts, preferring them even above our God 
and our chiefeft good; for which how juftly mighteft 
thou, OLord^ forfake us and reje<^ us, and give 
w aJl our portion in th».\\Je^ ftv\)»axv^mo>ii^C 
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thy heavenly kingdom, and leaving us for ever ta 
perifli in onf fins : But O, gracious God, we be- 
feech thee, for thv mercy's fake, in the bleffed Sa- 
viour of poor loft finners, pity our frailty, forgive 
our apoftacy, turn again our captivity, and receive 
us gracioufly, that we may experience and for ever 
magnify thy pardoning and faving mercy. 

And becaufe the infirmity of our nature expofes 
us daily to fin againft thee, and without the help 
of thy grace we have not the leafl: power to keep 
ourfelves even from the greatcft fins, O good Lord 
we pray thee leave us not to ourfelves, nor with* 
draw from us the reftraming and affifting grace of 
thy Holy Spirit, but keep us evermore from pre- 
fumptuous fins, and from all things fcandalous to 
men and provoking to our God, that we may not 
wilfully fin againft light and warning, nor make 
light of any fin, nor abufe thy grace and mercy to 
embolden our continuance in it. O preferve us. 
Lord, from the ways of death, and fhew us the 
path of life, yea, lead us in it for thy name's fake ; 
give us the grace, and will, and power, to deny 
ourfelves, to mortify our members which are upon 
earth, and fo to ftrive and run, that we may not 
only efcape the danger and ruin which threaten our 
fouls, but may win and obtain the incorruptible 
crown of life and glory eternal in the heavens. 

O give us thy Spirit to lead us into all truth that 
is needful for us to know, and to frame and go- 
vern our hearts and lives according to that light and 
underftanding of our duty which thou haft given 
us ; that it may be our meat and drink to do the 
will of our heavenly father, and the care of our 
hearts, thedefire oiioor fouls, and the endeavour 
of our lives, to follow the blefled God o\xx ^i^^vsvit. 
through the ways of his holy gp^^^Yxa ^^ ys^^ ^*^ 
Jus bcdvcnly kingdom. ^ 
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Yea give us, Lord, fuch a faith as may be like 
the wings of our fouls to carry us up in the holy 
heavenly life, and make us (above all other things) 
to feek and afFed thofe things above, where our 
Lord fits at the right hand of God ; and let our 
converfation here in the world be without ofFence, 
but not without fome benefit to thofe among whom 
we live, that we may not wrong and hinder, but 
help and further them, in the way of their duty 
and happlnefs, nor lie as ftones of ftumbling, but 
ihine as lights in the world, to the honour of our 
Lord, that God in all things may be glorified by 
us, through Jefus Chrift. 

And as thou haft kept us in fafety, and refreflied 
us with thy mercy the laft night, for which wp 
blefs thy holy name, and with all thankfulnefs ac-, 
knowledge thy fatherly care; fo let us find the 
coatinuance of fuch thy goodnefs, O Lord, this 
day in pfeferving us from the evils of it, and teach- 
ing us to underftand, and helping us to perform, the 
duties owing to our God, to our neighbours, and 
ourfelves, in fuch a manner as thou wilt be pleafed 
to accept, through thy dear fon our blefled Saviour, 
who has taught us to pray, Our Father, &c. 

Second Consideration. 

Mai. i. 6. If I be a majlir, where is my fear, faith 

the Lord of Hofis ? 

IS not God the fupreme Lord and uncontroulable 
rulerof his own world, king of kings, and lord 
of lords, the moft high commander of all the 
powers in heaven and earth, to whom all things 
every where do bow and obey, or, at their peril, 
refift and make oppofition ? And (ball I» a little 
contemptible worm, fet up my vile perverfe hu- 
mour to thwart his holy mVV 2jaA all-culing plca- 
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fure ? God forbid. O may I ever ftand in the 
greateft awe and dread to provoke his power and 
juftice, who evermore has me in his hands and at 
his mercy 5 never let me offer the affront to call 
him Lord while I forget my duty, and take the 
wicked boldnefs to live at my own liberty. 

Put thy fear, O Lord, into my heart, and make 
it fo to prevail and bear fway in my foul, that I may 
never dare to flight thy word and confront thy 
command. But when I know that thus faith the 
Lord, I may hear and fear, and forbear the forbid- 
den thing, however it might pleafe me, and gird 
myfelf to the known duty, whatever it may coft 
me. O make me, Lord, fo to ftand in awe of 
thee, that I may never adventure wilfully to fin 
againft thee ; but as the eyes of fervants look to 
the hand of their matters, fo may my eyes wait 
upon my great mafler in heaven ; not only wait 
for thy mercy, but in greateft care to difcharge my 
duty, and under a continual concern to perform the 
fervice that (hall be acceptable in thy fight, through 
Jefus Chrift. Amen. 

The Second Morning Prayer. 

/^ Lord, the God of our lives, in whofe hands 

^^ our breath is, together with our lives, every 

morning thou reneweft thy mercies, and ftill layeft 

before us new matter of thankfulnefs for which to 

give thee praife and glory. 'Tis thy great good- 

nefs, and the riches of thy grace, to deal fo well 

with fuch as deferve fo ill at thy hands ; for we are 

a feed of evil-doers, that have forfaken the Lord, 

and provoked the Holy One to anger j the leprofy 

of fin has all overfpread our nature, to difable us 

for our duty, and make us eve^ v.o eN^\>j ^^^^'^ 

reprobate, yesL, to pwe us tucV ^iXi'^wx \» ^^'^ '^'^ 

3 ^ ^^^^« 
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enHaves us to our lufls^ and to the deadly enemy ot 
our fouls ^ and to the defilement of our nature ftill 
have we been adding more pollution in our praflice, 
to make us fit only to be abhorred by the God of 
infinite purity, if thou, Lord, fhouldeft take the 
ftria account of us, according to all the finful 
omiffipns and tommifBons whereof we have bfeen 
guilty; our known fins, whereby we have been 
ofFenfive to the witnefles of our converfation here 
on earth, and thofe fccret fins whereby we have 
tempted the omnifcience of our eternal witnefs in 
the heavens. We confefs. Lord, the grievous evils 
of fin which we have committed againll thee, for 
which we deferve the dreadful evils of punifhment 
from thee ; and thofe fins fo numerous and heinous 
that fill us with amazement, would fink us int^ 
defpair, if thou hadft not given thy Son to be the 
propitiation for them ; but his precious blood 
cleanfes from all fin, even the greateft and the 
worft : and though we deferve nothing but mifery, 
yet he is worthy, for whofe fake thou fliouldeft 
fliew us mercy, O give us, we befeech thee, a 
happy intereft in that fatisfaftion which he has 
made for the fms of the whole world, and lay not 
to our charge any of the evil that ever we have 
done, but fee it punifhed in our blcfled Saviour, 
and let the facrifice of his meritorious death atone 
for all the guilt wherein we have involved our 
fouls. 

Nor do we onlv beg to have our fins pardoned, 
but our fouls healed and yet further renewed. Q 
that the fountain of corruption and uncleannefs in 
us may be dried up ftill more and more ! that we 
may be delivered from that enmity of a carnal mind, 
and that predominant love of this world, which are 
JncpnMent with the love of our God. O help us, 
we pray thee, to .die with out Loid^Bw^^^^^m^x^v^ 
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crucifying the flefli, with its finful affcflions and 
lufts, that we may die unto fin as lie. died for it to 
fave us from it, and henceforth live, not to ourfelves, 
but unto him that died for us, and rofe again. 

O, conquer all the prejudice and enmity of our 
hearts afid minds againft thy holy truths and ways^ 
that we may not refift thy fpirit, nor ftand it out 
againft the warnings and invitations of ihy gofpel, 
but fo voluntarily iubmit and furrender ou^rfeTves to 
the conduiS): and guidance of our Lord Redeemer, 
that,' when thou (halt come to make thy enemies 
thy footftool, thou mayft fpare us in nfiercy, and 
take us to thy fevour, and make us partakers of the 
glories of thy kingdom. 

O that it may be our hearts defire ifl all thin6;s 
to fubmit and conform to thy holy blefled will, 
and by the efFedu^l operation of thy almighty fpirit 
make that defire fo to profper that we mayjiot only* 
wifh, but fuccefsfuUy obtain, all the great and 
good things for which we wait ^t thy gracious 
hands. Give us. Lord, fb much of the world'^ 
good as thou knoweft to be for our good, and 
fsLtiQify to us what we have, that we may ufe if: 
aright, and not abufe it, to our hurt, while vv% 
have it, and when we lofe it make us patient under 
thy hand, fubmiffive to thy will, and not the wprfe^ 
but better, for the crofs. 

Help us, O Lord our God, to do the duties and 
to bear the burdens of this day ; preferve us from 
all evil of fin, and fupport us under all evil of 
fufiering ; and, as we are ftill receiving good at thy 
hands, fo let us be in continual care to be doing 
that which is good in thy fight, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord, for whofe fake we beg all that 
we need in his own prefcribed words. Our Fa- 
ther, &c. 
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Third Consideration. 

Job vii. 20. thou preferver of men, 
Pfalni cxxi. 5. The Lord is thy keeper, 

XIIT^HO is it, my foul, that ftill fupports and 
^^ keeps mc in life and health, in peace and 
liberty, in fafety and profperity, that makes me to 
differ from the fick and wounded, the deftitute and 
diftrefled, yea, from the dead and damned ? Whence 
comes it that I fo often go abroad and return well 
home, when many are hurt or killed by the \yay ? 
Can I preferve myfelf, or command my own fafety ? 
Alas ! no more than I could at firft fet up myfelf, 
or put together the frame of my own foul and body. 
.Hut my almighty maker is my continual preferver. 
Though I am fo little mindful of him, never does 
he forget me 5 yea, though fo often I do evil againft 
him, ftill he watches for good over me, yea, pro- 
vides bountifully for me, even when I make his 
kindnefs minifter to my wickednefs ; and while I 
either cannot or do not care for myfelf, yet the 
gracious Lord careth for me, and when my eyes are 
dofed his eyes are open up©n me, ftill his mercy 
and goodnefs follow me; I ever find it, O that 
I may more mind it, and be, as I ought, aftecSled 
with it I 

My times. Lord, are in thy hands, my foul and 
body are ftill at thy mercy; O let it be in mercy 
to my foul that thou doft lengthen out my days, 
and give me fuch a fenfe of thy patience with me, 
and thy loving-kind nefs to me, that as I ever live, 
move, and have my being in thee, fo I may devote 
myfelf unto thee, and keep up the humble cor- 
refpondence and delightful communion with thee, 
^nd have my eyes ever towards the Lord, and my 
^^reat concern to approve myfe\H\rvc^\d>j vWvxVlCuI^ 
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dutiful, and acceptable to my God, through Jefas 
Chrift. Amen. 

The Third Morning Prayer. 

/^LORD God, merciful and gracious, long 
^^ fufFering, and abundant in goodnefs and truth ; 
keeping mercy for thoufands, and forgiving iniqui- 
ty, tranfgreffion, and fin; even all manner of 
guilt, which we confefs, and of which we do re- 
pent. We vile miferable finners come to beg thy 
pity upon us, and thy grace ftill prefent with us ; 
to make us duly fenfible of our folly and corrup- 
tion, the evil of our hearts, and the offences of 
our lives, and alfo fenfible, where our true relief 
lies ; and how good it is for us to draw nigh to 
God : when as all that ever we would have, is in 
thy treafures ; and by our prayers, thou haft taught 
us to feek it ; and fceking in this way, thou haft 
promifed that we (hall find it. 

O blefled God, if we were not fupported and 
encouraged by the knowlege of thy omnipo- 
tent arm, and the experience of thy continual 
mercy, and the belief of thy never-failing good- 
nefs, we durft not draw into thy heavenly prefence*; 
after all our tranfgreflions of thy righteous laws*; 
when confcious of fuch fin, and fo much that is 
offenfive, ftill hanging upon us, as malces us de- 
ferve to be rejed^ed and abhorred. 

For we were not only depraved by nature, but 
have made ourfelves much more guilty, by all our 
evil doingj and long cuftom "of finninr^ : daily add- 
ing to the heavy fcore of our provocations ; many 
that we know, and, O how many more that efcape 
our notice. Altogether, making us exceeding fin- 
ful. And thus in our fins we {hall lie and perifh ; 
if the Lord Almighty, and moft merciful^ do w-c^v 
gracioufl/ iziakei us a >A/ay lo ^fc^^f'i* ^w^Yyc^^- 



( ro ) 

nefs could we never expefl: at ^hy hand, holy God, 
butbecaufe of thy own wonderful patience and gpod- 
nefs, which fo infinitely exceeds all that is in man. 

O Lord, in mercy awaken our ftupid fouls, and 
bring us to fuch a ferious remembrance of our fin* 
ful ways, that we may flow down in a kindly 
relenting for them, and take fuch difpleafure 
at them, and fo judge ourfelves, that thou may'ft 
not enter into judgment with us, nor infii^l 
the deferved punimment upon us : but fpare us, in 
the multitude of thy tender compaflions, and com- 
fort us with the fenfe of thy pardon, in the beloved 
of thy foul. Through faith in his blood, O let ua 
be juftified and reconciled to our God. And hav- 
ing received the atonement, may we come to joy 
in God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

Yea, being fo forgiven and acquitted, O that 
our lufts and corruptions may be alfo mortified, 
and fin and fatan bruifed under our feet : that we 
may be made fo free from fin, as to become the 
fervants of righteoufnefs ; fervants pleafing to our 
holy Lord : fuch fervants as are alfo thy free-men, 
thy children, the heirs of thy kingdom, and the 
objeds of thy fatherly care : now eafy under thy 
nurture, in thy retinue, and hereafter for ever happy 
in thy love and glory. 

As we loath our vomit, and abhor to cut and 
tear pur fleih, fo make us to loath our fins, and 
abhor that which is evil. That we may not de- 
light to fwim in the ftream with workers of iniqui- 
ty, who are fallen from God, and boldly going on 
in their fins to endlefs forrows ; but may take fafer, 
wifer, and worthier ways, and feck more pure and 
heavenly everlafting pleafures: fuch as are to be 
found in the feaft of an upright confcience, and 
peace with God, and the love of Chrift, and joy 
^ in the Holy QhoA^ and the lev Wing hopes and fore- 
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tafte of that blifs and gloxy, which is eternal in the. 
heavens. 

And as long as we are here to have our conver- 
fation, O let us not lie as rocks of offence, but 
fhine as light in the world ; not injurious to any» 
but ufeful as we can be to every one -, and what in 
us lies, living peaceably with all men. O help us. 
Lord, this day, and every day, thus to lead our 
lives, foberly, righteoufly, and godly, in the pre- 
fent world : looking for the bleffed hope, and glo- 
rious appearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jefus Chrift. In whofe holy comprehenfive words> 
we fum up all our defires. Our father, &c. 

Fourth Consideration. 

PfaK Ixxiii. 27. Loy they that an far from theejhall 

perijh, 

r\ What an evil heart of unbelief have I, fo prone 
^^ to depart from the living God, and loving to 
live without him in the world. Preferring ihadows 
and trifles before the greateft realities, andfupreme 
felicities); and this wretched world's good, even 
above my ever blefled good \ I may think myfelf 
wife, in making fuch a choice, when at my utmoft 
peril it is, and throws me in the way to be for ever, 
loft. Thus fhall I be my own deftroyer, if the 
Lord Almighty be not my moft merciful preferver; 
to prevent me with his gracious favour, and fhew 
himfelf my prefent ready helper. O put thy fear,- 
Lord, into my heart, that I may not depart from, 
thee ; and fo keep me in thy love, that I may not; 
have the vile inclination, to feek elfewhere for my. 
fatisfadlion. And where I am fo apt to forget the 
care of my foul, Father of mercies, take care of 
me, and never fufFer me to wander in the ways of 
danger > but join my heart to x\\Nfe\^> ^xA^i^S&v*^. 

B 6 \s^^ 
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me fafe in thy hands, to thy heavenly kingdom. 
Amen, 

The Fourth. Morning Prayer. 

/^LORD our God, moft high and glorious, 
^^ and bleffed for ever, thy greatnefs is unfearch- 
able, and thy works moft wonderful, worthy to be 
obferved of all that have pleafure therein. But O 
how little is it that we do fee of thy infinite majefty ! 
how much ar^ we in the dark, and fhort of con- 
ceiving any agreeable thoughts of thy divine eternal 
being! To know thee as thou art ; or but to think 
of all thy works, as they do deferve ! 'Tis thy moft 
gracious condefcenfion, O Lord, to take any no- 
tice of us, or to accept any of our broken fervices 
from us. 

We blefs thee, That we may appear before thee, 
and that we are admitted to fpeak for ourfelves 
unto thee, who haft all that makes for our happi- 
nefs in thy hands. We blefs thee for thy Chrift, 
our Jefus ; by whom alone we have boldnefs to 
come into thy prefence ; when we are but frail duft 
and afties, yea, vile depraved creatures, that have 
made ourfelves finful and hateful: for which we 
abafe ourfelves before thee, as deferving to be loath- 
ed and rejeSed by thee. 

But, O good God, be merciful to us, we pray 
thee, and forgive us, and heal and help us, for the 
fake of thy own grace and goodnefs, in thy foul's 
beloved. Make us to fliare in the bleffed benefit 
of that great falvation, which in him, thou haft 
raifed up for us. That fo, we may find acceptance 
in thy fight, and have peace with God, and fome 
tokens for good, that thou wilt fliew us thy mercy, 
and grant us thy falvation. 

And* may the fame mercy of God in Chrift Jefus, 
tvJji'cA difcharges us from ihe guilt of Qur fins, alfo 
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deliver us from the dominion and afTeflion of 
them : that^ we may not be brought under fubjec- 
tion to them, nor have our hearts fet upon them : 
for we fliall fall by them, and perifli in them, if the 
almighty hand of our God do not help us out of 
them. O let thy holy fanftiiying Spirit, which is 
the power of themoft high, come powerfully upon 
us, and work mightily in us, enabling us to mor- 
. tifV the deeds of the body. 

O give us not up to vile afFeflions, to commit 
wickednefs with greedinefs : but turn us, Lord, 
from the evil of our ways, anjl fecure our hearts 
unto thyfelf. Purify that fountain of adlion, that 
no ill defigns or filthy lufts may range in the hidden 
man of the heart. And where we cannot govern 
that treacherous part ourfelves, enable us by thy 
grace, and create the clean hearts, O God, and 
renew right fpirits within us. 

Thou that gaveft thyfelf for our fins, to deliver 
us from this prefent evil world, help us, Lord, as 
long as we have to do with it, to live above it; and 
even whife our hands are in it, to keep our hearts 
loofe from it, looking through the things tempo- 
ral, to thofe things that are eternal. And may all 
that here befalls us work for good to us, and turn 
at laft to the moft blefled account, when we fhall 
exchange our prefent earthly conditions for the • 
cverlafting heavenly habitations; there to live in 
the love and joy of pur Lord, world withoat end. 

Help us, O Lord, in all our feveral places and 
offices this day. Let thy heavenly bl effing defcend 
and reft upon us ; and let thy holy fpirit diredl and 
enable us, to refrain ffom every falfc and evil way, 
and to demean ourfelves, and order our converfa- 
tion, and difcharge our duties, with good accept- 
ance in . thy fight, through thy beloved Sou^ ^wt 
blcffed Saviour; confiding va YfVvofc ^qw^^^n^^ vc>.^- 
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diation, we continue to pray, according to his own 
appointment. Our Father ^ &c. 

Fifth Consideration. *^ 

Ifa. Ixiv. 8. O Lord^ thou art our Father. 
Mat. vi. 9. Our Father ^ which art in heaven. 

'TpHE father of fpirits is my father: I am his 
-^ off-fpring ; and to him I owe not only my na- 
tural, but fpiritual life. Before I was, he took care 
of me, to chuie my inheritance for me, yea from 
everlafting, I believe he had thoughts of love to me. 
And dill do I find his fatherly aealings with me, 
heaping variety of blef&ngs, pertaining to both 
worlds, upon me. O that the moft high God 
fliould open his eye upon fuch a one! That he 
fbould furprife me with fuch large efFuHons of an 
overflowing bounty ^ amazing mercy ! Wonders of 
Love ! What (hall I render to the Lord ? How 
ihall I ever be thankful enough to my God ? Hea- 
venly Father ! How have 1 failed in my duty to 
thee ? How wickedly finned againft thee ? Utterly 
unworthy am I to be owned as thy child : yet will 
I go to my father, who is the father of mercies ; 
and wait at his throne of grace, to obtain mercy, 
and grace to help in time of my need. Father, 
forgive me, and receive me ; and by thy grace, 
make me fuch a follower of thee, as a dear Child, 
that thou may'ft take pleafure in me, and caufe thy 
face to fhine upon me, to make me bold in my 
God, and cry Abba Father, and love to draw nigh 
to thee, and delight myfelf in thee, and with all my 
Soul, to blefs and praife thee. Amen. 

The Fifth Morning Prayer. 

r\ LORD our God ! thou art high above all 
*^ nations^ and thy gjiory U above ihe heavens. 
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Thy throne is cfts^blifhcd of old, thou art from ever- 
lafting. How manifold are thy works ! in wifdom 
haft thou made them all. They are great and ho- 
nourable, fought out of all that have pleafure there- 
in. Thou haft made thy wonderful works to be 
remembered. The Lord is gracious and full of 
compafSon. Wq are not only the works of thy 
hands, but the living inftances of thy mercy and 
boun^ ; by which it is, that we are in life and 
hope, and comfort here before thee this mornirig. 

Thou didft create us after thy own blefTed image, 
in a holy and happy ftate : but we have made our- 
felves vile and wretched ; unable to help ourfelves, 
and unworthy that thou, O Lord, fhouldeft help 
us ; when ftill there cleaves to us fo much that is 
oiFeflfive and provc^ing in thy fight. We acknow- 
ledge and bewail our ignorance and unbelief, pride, 
and wrath, luft and fenfuality, worldlinefs and 
ftrangenefs to our God ; our infenfiblenefs of thy 
love, and unthankfulnefs for thy benefits, refifting 
thy authority, and contempt of thy word and com- . 
mandments. That we have not been awed by 
thy threatnings, nor trembled at thy judgments, 
nor been allured by thy promifes, nor won by thy 
mercies ; but ftubborn and untradable to thy holy 
pleafure, and carelefs and unreformed under aU 
thy dealings and difpenfations : that nothing has 
wrought upon us, and prevailed with us, to make 
us fuch as thou wouldeft have us. 

And what fhall we fay unto thee, O Lord, after 
we have fo trefpafled upon thee ? Nothing have we 
to fay for ourfelves, but humbly to implore mercy 
at thy hands. O let thy mercy hold the hand of 
thy juftice, from doing execution upon us, and 
/pare us, merciful father, and deliver us from the 
deferved puniOiment of all our fins, for thy owa 

mercy fake, in the bJeflfed SaViQUi gi ^wxV>^^'«^- 
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ners. Blot out our tranfereffions, and take away 
our fins ; that they may be cancelled, even as if 
they had not been committed. 

Nor only fet us clear from all that is paft, but 
reftrain and preferve us by thy grace, from running 
into fuch evils for the future. However fin may be 
reprefented to us in the hour of temptation, O 
give us eyes open'd and enlightened, to fee it as the 
caufe of every curfed evil, and' foHovved with thy 
wrath and everlafting damnation : and help us, in 
thy fear, fo to depart now from iniquity, that we 
may not depart from thee accurfed into that extre- 
mity of mifery : but living in thy holy fear, may 
die in thy bleflcd favour, and find admittance 
mto thy eternal glory. Yea, fo fill our hearts with 
thy love, that we may abhor to fin againft our dear- 
eft Lord, and delight to do thy will : never fo 
pleafed with ourfelves, as when moft pleafing to 

• the God of all our mercies. O make us holy in 
difpofition, and in all our converfation, fuch lo- 
vers and followers of holinefs, that we may fee 
the Lord, and find and enjoy our God, to the fa- 
tisfaftion and rejoicing of our hearts ; here, in 
part, "as far as we can attain, and hereafter in full- 
nefs, as much as we (hall defire, and that for 
ever. 

And help us. Lord, while we are here, to abide 
in our callings with God ; to remember thee in all 
our ways, and have an eye to thee in all our af- 
fairs. And whatever may feduce us another way, 
to hear thy voice, while it is called to-day ; and 

.even this day, as having no aflurance of another. 
O make us full of care fo to fpcnd every day, that 
in the end of our days, wc may go off in comfort- 
able hope of the blcfled end of our faith,, the eter- 
jial falvation of our fouls : through thy tender mer* 

^I'csj and our Saviour's predou^ m^uu \ in whofe 
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name and words, we continue to pray, Our Fa^ 
thery &c. 

Sixth Consideration. 

Pfal. xxxix. 7. Now Lord^ what wait I for? My , 

hope is in thee, 

T N a world where lean enjoy fo little good, and - 
-*• am furrounded with fo much evil, what comfort 
of my life, were it not for my hope ? And how vam 
all my hope, that is not in my God ? If I truft to 
the world's pronriifes, it will be fure to deceive my 
expeflation ; becaufe it can never fill me, and ere 

' long 'tWill utterly fail me. But from the Lord ne- 
ver can I hope for greater or better things, than Ke 
is able to do, and free to beftow. No friend or 
father fo dear or fure. None fo full of pity, none 
fo rich in mercy. How often has he fpared me m 
iTiy fins, reviv'd me under my fears, reliev'd me in 
my ftraits, furprifed me with his bleflings, and 
refrelhed me with his comforts ? Be I then never fo 
unworthy, yet will I hope continually, and ft ill 
truft what 1 have fo often tried ; nor only truft in 
his mercy, but rejoice in hope of his glory. 

O God of hope, my hope and truft from my 
youth ! On thee will I caft myfelf even until death. 

• Where my fins are enough to ruin all my hopes, 
thy long experienced goodnefs bears up my finking 
foul. So has thy grace fupeT- a bounded over all 
my abounding fins, and fo faithful, as well as mer- 
ciftil, art thou to forgive them, when we confefs 
them ; fo ready to allow for our weak frame, and 
accept our willing mind, that never will I caft away 
my hopes, nor leave off my prayers ; but ftill pray 
and hope, and quietly wait for the falvation of the 
Lord. 
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The fixth Morning Prayer, 

T TNTO thee lift we up our eyes, O thou that 
^^ dwelled in the heavens, waiting upon the 
Lord our God, till thou have mercy upon us ; ac- 
cording to thy loving kindnefs, and according to 
all our needs and diftreiTes. In the multitude of 
thy tender companions, blot out all our tranfgref- 
fions; that they may not hinder our prayers 
from rifing up into thy prefence, nor thy bleflings 
from coming down upon our fouls. 

O how juftly mighteft thou, Lord, flop thy ears 
to our unworthy cries, as we have often turn'd a 
deaf ear to thy gracious calls ; and let us cry in vain 
for thy mercy, as we have rejeded fo jnany of thy 
motions exciting us to our duty ? yea, thou might- 
eft abandon us over to ourfeives, as we have t6o 
much loved to live without thee in the world : and 
(Of put a period to all our hopes, and leave us to 
perifh in our fms ; but, O Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long fuffering, and plenteous in redemp- 
tion, not delighting in the death of finners ; deal 
not with us after our fins, nor reward us according 
to our iniquities : but look upon us with an eye of 
pity in our blood, to bid us live ; and where we 
have finned as frail impotent creatures, forgive us, 
and fhew thy favour to us, as an Almighty Lord, 
and moft gracious God, and tender father, in the ' 
fon of thy love^ 

And as we beg for mercy, to forgive our fins, fo 
for grace, to raife us ftill more and more above them, 
and enable us againft them, and make us virtuous 
over them. Yea, fo to quicken us, that we may live 
unto righteoufnefs, and walk, as becomes thy chil- 
dren, in fimplicity and godly fincerity, having our 
converfsition in the world, auAit^irKkxv^vVv^ courfe 
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of our lives to the glory of thy name. Renew u» 
ftrll more and more after thy blefled image; and 
create us in Chrift Jefus to good works : yea make 
us to abound in the fruits of the fpirit, and thofe 
better things which do accompany falvation 

And to hearten us on now upon the way, fhew 
us, O Lord, more of thofe moft inviting glorious 
enjoyments which are at the end ; and how ihort is 
the time, till all the trouble of duty will be over, 
and nothing remain but eafe and delight, rapture 
and triumph forever. Help us, holy Ood, to live 
as the heirs of fuch heavenly hopes ; and fo to be- 
lieve, that we may not be confounded. While we 
hope in thy mercy, let us ferve thee in fincerity, 
mid ;ftill keep in the way of our duty, leading to 
-the kingdom of thy glory. 

And whatfoever we hav^ of this world, O let us 
not truft to it, nor reft in it : but remember ftill 
from whence we had it, and go in care to ferve and 
glorify our Lord, in the ufe of it ; ready at thy call 
to part with it, and evermore prizing and preferring 
the bleilM giver of all, infinitely ^bove it; counting 
all but as lofs and dung, th«t we may win Chrift, 
and be found in him, and made the happy partakers 
of him, and the glorious everlafting inheritance pur- 
chafed and prepared by him. 

And as thou. Lord, haft preferved and refreflied 
\is the laft night, for which we give thanks to thy 
name ; fo be pl^afed to care for us, and fhew thy- 
felf good to us this day. Dire£l our path^ and 
profper our work. Let us truft in the Lord, and 
do good : hope for thy falvation, and keep in the 
way of thy word, leading to it : and fo fpend this, 
and all the days of our lives, that we may have ' 
comfort in the day of our death, and find it the 
gate of everlafting life, through the l^uAw t?«xor& 
of our God, and the precious mwvXa qI ^'i ^^^^t 
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Son our Saviour, who has put thefe words^ of prayer 
into our mouths, Our Father. 

Seventh Consideration. 

Mai. i. 8. Offer it now to thy Governor ; will he be' 

be pkafed with thee ? 

^\KT HAT have I done, my foul, to carry no 
.^ ^ ^ better in my addreffes to the majefty of hea- 
ven ? Making oblations of fuch crude materials to 
the moft high God, ru(hing boldly upon my eter- 
nal judge, and talking to the king of kings, as . if 
he were fuch a one as myfelf ; when he is not only 
dreaded by the biggeft princes upon earth, but re- 
ver'd and ador'd by all the angch in heaven* 
Shall he that will not give his glory to atiother, en^ 
dure fuch contempt, from even the vileft creature? 
How much worfe is it than the facrifice of fooISf 
who do they know not what ? when I know what 
a contemptible worm I am, and yet make fo bold, 
as if I were on a level with my eternal Maker, 

Great God f I am covered with confufion to 
think, how I have forgotten, not only thee, but 
myfelf ; in facrificing the corrupt thing, which de- 
fcrves rather vengeance, than acceptance. Now I 
fee more of thy glory, I abafe and abhor myfelf be- 
fore thee. Thy name be bleffed, that I am not con- 
fumed. And praifed forever be the mercy of thy go- 
vernment, to fpare fuch as cannot forgive themfelves. 
O may I never grow upon fuch patience ; but fear 
the Lord, and his goodnefs ; and ferve thee with 
more humility and reverence, as one overcome by 
fuch wonderful lenity and forbearance. For all my 
foul mifcarriage, I take to myfelf fhame and con- 
fufion ; and for thy abounding grace and element 
c/, to thee, my great and good God, for ever be 
all th0 prsiife and gbry. 
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The Firft Evening Prayer. 

I 

AT O S T great and glorious Lord God ! hea- 
-^^ ven is thy throne, and the earth thy footftool, 
and every creature in both continually in thy fight, 
and at thy difpofal. It is thy gracious and wonder- 
ful condcfcenfion, to admit poor finful worms in to 
thy prefence, to open our cafe before thee, and beg 
what we want from thee. But encouraged by the 
infinite goodnefs of thy nature, and the kind decla- 
rations of thy word, we are bold to come and 
humble ourfelves at thy footftool, to implore relief 
of our diftrefTes, and the fupply of our necef&tles, at 
thy bountiful hands. 

To thee, O Lord, we pour out our complaints 
and make confeflion of our fins. 'Tis vain to co- 
ver our tranfgrefiion, as Adam, and think to hide 
iniquity in our bofom. For doft not thou fee our. 
ways, and count all our fteps ? and (halt not thou 
fearch out the clofeft evils that we run into, or but 
allow of? Thou knoweft the fecrets of our hearts, 
and the whole of our cafe : what rank feminaries 
are our hearts, of finful motions ; and how our 
mind are continually annoyed with evil thoughts ; 
which do all defile tis within, and incline us to pro- 
duce in words and deeds, what we have fo con- 
ceived in our minds. For how can the corrupt tree 
bring forth good fruit ? We have involved ourfelves 
in fuch fad neceflity j and the fault is our own, 
when we fufFer Satan to fill us with ev 1, and give 
it allowance in our fouls. So evil have we done in 
thy fight, O Lord ! be merciful to 4is, we befeech 
thee, forgive our iniquities, and heal our fouls, 
that have fo greatly finned againft thee. O let 
that infirfite propitiation which our Lord Redeemer 
has made for the fms of the wtvok v<^\Vi^ \i^ 
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gracioufly accepted upon our account, and for all 
our fins. 

And may the thoughts of thy prefence, thy ho- 
linefb, thy irrefiftible power, ana terrible judgments, 
be deeper imprinted on our minds, and have a 
more prevailing influence on our lives. To keep! 
us from every evil way, efpecially fuch as we are 
moft inclined to follow. Guard us, O Lord; 
where we are weakeft, and fecure us by thy 
efFe£hial grace, where thou knoweft our danger to 
be oreateft. Alienate our minds from the love of 
thofe vanities, wherewith we have been too much 
pleafed ; and iet us not again be overcome, by 
the temptations wherewith we have been fo often 
defeated. 

Upon thee, who calleft us to come to thee for 
help and relief, we wait, to bring us unto thee, 
and encourage us to truft in thee, and be bold in 
jour God, and to fill us with that love which caft- 
eth out fear, O work in us, what thou requireft 
of us. And however thou art pleafed to deal with 
us, fave us from the unbelieving and murmuring 
thoughts, that dcp6t our hearts, and deftroy our 
hopes. Seeing all comes upon us from thy hand, 
and is ordered moft wifely for good and gracious 
ends ; and waiting patiently on thee, our hope 
(hall not make us afhamed, nor our expedation 
perifti. And when thou art pleafed, Lord, to fend 
profperity, and give us the world's good, O let it 
be for our foul's good ; to fill our hearts with 
thy love, and make us more abound in thy work, 
and delight to do thy will : proceeding chearfully in 
the way of our duty, till, thro' thy mercy, we reach 
to the kingdom of thy glory. 

With us, be good and gracious to all men living; 
thy church efpecially, and this church particularly. 
And bercin, to the queen's majefty^ that fhe may 
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long continue its belbved nurfing-mother : and to 
the nobility, and all in authority, and in the mini- 
ftry. That they may be promoters of truth andj 
peace, and virtue, and piety, ^nd to all the fe- 
vcral ranks and forts in church and ftate, that they 
may be lovers and followers of that which is truly 
good and praife- worthy. Mercifully relieve all that 
are in diftrefs and mifery: gracioufly provide for 
fHch as are in want and poverty. Shew thy fa- 
vour to all our friends, relations, and neighbours : 
bring and keep them in thy trye and holy ways ; 
that they may find the good and blefled end. Take 
us. all to thy fatherly care, O Lord, this night. 
Keep us fafe under thy protedHon, and eafe and re- 
frefli our frailty with thy fweet mercy ; that in the 
morning we may give thee glory, and all the day 
ferve thee faithfully : throw thy continual grace 
and goodnefs to us, in thy dear Son, our only Sa- 
•Wour : and to him with the Father of our Lord, 
and the eternal Spirit of both, be all honour and 
glory, might and majefty, praife and thankfgiv* 
ing, now, and world without end. Amen. 

Eighth Consideration. 
Heb, xii. 23. God the judge of alU 

'T F the news of judgment <o come made fo ftout 
-^ a finner as Felix to tremble; (hall I hear or 
think of it, without an awful confideration of my 
own concern in it ? When I fhall not efcape in the 
crowd, nor have my matters huddled up there m 
haftc ; but find a fcrutiny, and go through a trial, 
as exaft and full, as if there were never another 
perfon but myfelf to be judged. For does not my 
judge fearch the reins and hearts ? and has he not 
a piercing eye into all the conduft of my life, and 
all the fecrets of my foul ? 1 drc^A x.o ^v£J«..\nkv 
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bold I have made with fuch an all-feeing tremen- 
dous majefty, who thoroughly knows every parti- 
cular circumftance, and has the whole abfolute 
power over me, even as he will, to difpofe of me, 
and give me my final doom, for heaven or hell ever- 
lafting. Confufion covers me, confternation over- 
whelms me, and the deepeft humiliation behoves 
me. What fhall I fay unto thee, O Lord, when 
thou (halt bring me into judgment? my flefli 
tremble* for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy 
judgments. Have pity upon me, I beieech thee, 
and abfolve me through Chrift Jefus, from all the 
guilt which fills me with dread of thy wrath. Give 
me a heart truly penitent for all that's paft ; and 
fuch grace, as fhall keep me ever mindful of my 
great account, and in the moft confcientious care, 
to approve myfelf to my witnefs in heaven, from 
whom I muft receive my ever-abiding portion ; 
that I may find a fentence of mercy, for which to 
blefs and praife thee eternally. Amen. 

The Second Evening Prayer/ 

/^ Eternal, all-feeing, atnl Almighty Lord God ! 
^^ Thy greatnefs is unfearchable, thy majefty in- 
comprehenfible, and thy judgments againlHncor- 
rigible offenders infupportable. We come with 
awfulnefs and dread into thy holy prefence, con- 
fcious of our mighty diftance, and extreme unwor- 
thinefs; and bewailing our manifold provoking 
fins J for which thou mighteft juftly rejedl us and 
abhor us, and pour out thy wrath intolerable upon 
us. O the depraved nature and filthy corruption 
that have overfpread us, and wrought in us fuch 
fad efFe£ts, as to diforder every part, and give us- 
caufe to groan under the grievous malady, of our 
d^rkj vain, and carnal minds, our dull Aupid con- 
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Ibiences, our proud, hard, earthly and deceitful 
hearts, our perverle enflaved wills, our turbulent 
paflions, vile aiFeflions, treacherous memories, 
polluted fancies, fenfesthe inlets of luft, and mem- 
bers the inftruments of unrighteoufnefs. O, how 
are we fallen from the honour in which thou didft 
create us ! how low, by reafon of our fins ! O that 
We may be as low in the abafement of ourfelvti, 
and fo repent of the fmful evil we have committed, 
that thou mayeft not infli£l upon us the dreadful 
evil which we hive deferved. Though we are 
unworthy of any fuch favour at thy hands, yet thou, 
O Lord, gracious and full of companion, fhewcfi: 
thy readinefsto forgive, in putting us upon afking 
for our pardons: and what is thy delight to grant 
is our encouragement to come and beg, that wc 
may receive. Have mercy upon us, O God, ac- 
cording to thy loving-kindnefs, and in the multi- 
tude of thy tender compaflion blot out our tranf- 
greflions ; accept the moft available atonement 
made by thy dear fon our blefled Redeemer, as the 
propitiation for all our fins. 

Though comfort is more than belongs to us 
miferable finners, and nothing but forrow our due 
portion, yet, O Lord of love, take the motive 
even from our mifery to fhew lis mercy, and revive 
our fouls with the fenfe of thy pardon, and the joy 
of thy falvation, fo to win our hearts to thyfelf, 
and fecure us in faithfulnefs to thy holy interefts, 
that we may not, for any pleafurts of fin, forfeit 
the enjoyment of thy love, which is better than 
life. 

O gracious God, our heavenly father, be pleafcd 
to reveal thy Son in us, and enable us to receive 
and apply him, with all his faving benefits, to our- 
felves, and to truft our all into his iiands^j and de,« 
pend on him alone for the lalvaxiotv o^ <i\yt ^<:>n^\'^ \ 

C ^^^ 



> 



C 26 ) 

yea, help us to furrender ourfelves to him, to be 
guided and governed by him, and to (hew our faith 
in him by our love to him who has firft loved us,, 
and by our. love alfoto all thine, and to all men for 
thy fake ; yea, let the life of our faith be feen in 
our livelinefs and readinefs to every good work, 
whereby we may edify our brethren, glorify our 
God, and promote the peace of our minds, the 
bed comfort of our lives, and the eternal happineft 
of our fouls. 

Keep us, Lord, fo mindful of ,our fhort abode 
here, and our certain removal from hence into the 
place where we muft for ever abide, that we may 
pafs the time of our fojourning here in thy holy 
fear, and in continual care fo Co prepare for our 
great change, that whenever it comes, we may 
depart in peace, and in good hope, through gface, 
to be received up into thy glory. 

And that we have been fpared fo long to furvive 
multitudes whom we have fecn taken off before us, 
and that we have not only the bleflings and comforts 
of this life, but the means and expe£lations of an 
infinitely better in mercy ftill continued to us, O, 
how gracioufly has our God dealt with us, and 
what great engagement has thy love laid upon us ! 
We blefs thee. Lord, for our lives, and what we 
have of this world's good, but efpecially for our 
heavenly hopes, and thofe opportunities and ad- 
vantages which we have for our fouls, to build us 
up in thy grace, and to make us fit for thy glory, 
C3 give us (we pray thee) hearts duly fenfible of all 
that thou hail done for us, arrd fiedfaflly purpofing 
to carry towards thee as does become us. This 
night let us experience. Lord', thy goodnefs to us 
both in preferving and refrefhing us ; for all our 
comfortable expectation is from thee, and all the 
praJle and glory, fervice and duty, that lies in us 

we 
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we defire to render unto thee, not only at this prc- 
fent time, but for evermore. Amen, 

Ninth Consideration* 

I Cor. iv. 7. Who maketh thee to differ ? 

'TpHAT I am not in the cafe of that beggar or 
-■' maIefa£tor, of that worm or toad, what have 
I done to raife my condition above them ? Is not 
the diftin£iion only from the favour of my gracious 
Maker ? The tattered wretch that waits for an 
alms at my door might have been the houfekeeper, 
and I the beggar ; the malefaftor might have been 
my better, and the worm or toad, fo vile by nature, 
yet are not fo bad as the wicked tranfgreffor. *Tis 
thereafter as I ufe my fuperiority, that I {hall have 
caufe to glory. The criminal that went off a right 
penitent, will have infinite advantage of the hypo- 
crite that here paffed for a good man and true. And 
the finner that hated to be reformed Ihall wi(h he 
might have gone off like the brute, rather than 
abide for ever by the puniftiment of his impeni- 
tence. May I learn the policy as well as duty of 
(hewing mercy to fuch as I fee in mifery, and con- 
tribute what in me lies to turn the wicked, confider- 
ing myfelf that I be not tempted to become as 
wretched. Mercy to the brute, as God's creature, 
and charity to the rake, in plucking him as a brand 
out of the fife, are a61s well becoming one who 
knows he has nothing but what is owing to heaven's 
kindnefs, for the diflindion that makes him fuperior 
to either. 

Keep me, O Lord, from envying any above me, 
who are but bigger fte wards, and fo will have 
heavier accounts ; and alfo from defpifing any 
below me, who may come off eafier, bccaule tK^vt 
trufl: was leffer. Where they \\ou\^ ^i^ i^'v\^'^^\ 

C 2 ^"^^ 
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with fome fragments of what I abound with, make 
me willing to communicate, not in vain glory, but 
confcience of my duty and gratitude for thy bounty, 
to give of thy own which thou haft put into -my 
hands ; that not to me, whom thou haft made to 
differ, but to thee,- O blefled God, the gracious 
donor, may for ever be all the honour. 

The Third Evening Prayer. 

BLefied Lord God, the eternal omnipotent Cre- 
ator of heaven and earth, thou art infinitely 
great above all our comprehenfion, but haft, been 
pleafed fo to reveal thyfelf in thy Word and woiks, 
that we may difcern how wonderful thou art in 
thyfelf, and alfo in what thou haft made and 
brought to pafs, and cannot but admire and adore 
thee, and ofFer-up all our higheft praifes to thee, 
when we wifely confider thy doing. 

But O, how have we forgotten thee and our- 
felves, and all our greateft everlafting concerns ! 
to fall in with this prefent world, and fo give our- 
felves to mind the body till we have neglected our 
fouls, and the provifion we fhould make for the 
eternal world to come, when the main of our bufi- 
nefs here is to prepare for what fhall be hereafter; 
and as we now demean ourfelves, fo it will go 
with us for ever. We cannot but accufe ourfelves 
of the guilt for which our hearts condemn us, that 
fo flothful we have been in the moft great and 
needful of all works, and in fuch vanity of con- 
verfation we have lived, and fo bold we have made 
with our God, not only to trifle in thy work, but 
boldly to go on againft the light and charge of thy 
word; and for the ill frame of our minds, and all 
the offences of our lives, juftly mayeft thou abhor 
our fouls, and rejedl our prayers, and leave us to 
perifh in oux fins. 

But, O Lord God, infimle\^ ^oo4^ v^^befeech 
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thee, deal not in flri£lnefsof jufticeby us; but ac- 
cording to our extreme need, mew thy tender mercy 
upon us. Pardon all the great innumerable fins, 
whereof we have been guilty. Let the blood of 
JefuS Chfift, thy dear Son, cleanfe us from them : 
and let the fandlifying grace of thy holy fpirit raife 
us above the love and power of them. 

And being fo releafed from the flavery of our 
fins, help us to run with enlarged hearts in the way 
of thy commands ; to ferve thee with faithfulnefs, 
and alfo with gladnefs : rejoicing in the way of our 
duty, and counting it the fweeteft pJeafure of our 
lives, to be pleafing unto our God. O give us un- 
derftandings to know thee, and hearts to love thee. 
Thou that art the moft amiable in thyfelf, and full 
of loving kindnefs yj us, wilt thou. Lord, fo open 
thy amiablenefs before us, and fo convince us of 
thy love to us ; that we may find our hearts burn 
within us, and thy love mightily prevail with us, to 
make us difregard every thing in the world, that 
would come in competition with our blefTed Lord ;~ 
that we may not be feduced with the moft alluring 
objects, which would take us ofFthy love : feeing all 
is but vanity and (hadow, emptinefs and nothing, 
compar'd with the infinitely good and blefied for 
€^CT. Thus preferve us. Lord, who put our truft 
in thee : fecure us under the fhadow of thy wings, 
and keep us in thy love, looking for the mercy of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift unto eternal life. 

And may all that are now alive with us upon 
earth (hare* in thy mercy and bounty, according to 
every one's cafe and neceflity. Such as have not 
thy word and gofpel, grant them. Lord, fo great a 
blefling : and all that have it, make them lo con- 
formable to it, that they may be indeed the better 
for it. Profper all defigns and endeavours^ (^\ vVv^ 
enlargement and welfare of tViv Q\v\3itc\v\ "wcv^Xst^*^ 
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the power, and fruftrate the malice of all that fet 
themfelves againft the Lord and his Chrift. 

Pity poor finners that are in an evil and dange- 
rous condition: convince them of it, and turn 
them from it j father of mercies have mercy on 
them : give them the repentance unto life ; forgive 
their fms, and glorify the riches of thy grace iii 
recovering and healing their miferable fouls. Save 
thy people, O Lord, and blefs thy inheritance : feed 
them alfo, and lift them up for ever. O may they 
profper and multiply, and replenifli the earth, and 
make the wray ilill more frequented that leads to 
heaven. 

Continue, Lord, thy wonderful patience and 
goodnefsto the finful nation, -^whereof we are finful 
members. O that all thy gracious dealings with us 
may produce fome better effedls, than yet have been 
feen upon us. That. we may not carry on the pro- 
vocation of our fms, to pull down thy judgments ; 
but better remember ourfelves, and turn to the 
Lord, and walk as a people fo fpared, and - deli- 
vered, bleft and obliged, (time after time,) as we 
have been. 

May the queen's pious example ftill honour the 
faith of Chrift, and her royal authority defend it. 
As (he reigns by thee, fo let it be for thee ; to pro- 
mote thy holy religion, the peace and welfare of 
the nation, her people's prefent good, and everlaft- 
ing falvation. 

Let not magiftrates bear the fword in vain ; nor 
minifters be flack and faithlefs in their facred func- 
tion : and let neither fail of the defired fuccefs ; but 
be inftru mental to fupprefs diforder, vice and wick- 
ednefs ; and to advance unity, virtue, holinefs, and 
the falvation of many fouls. 

The poor and opprefled, the difeafed and pained, 
Lord^ raife them up friends and means j and fend 
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them fuitable help and relief. Yea, be thou their 
helper and comforter, to fanftify and eafe the crofs 
to them y and make hafte, (in thy good time) to 
remove and take it away from them. Deal graci- 
oufly, O Lord, with our friends, and be good to all 
that have done us good. O let them receive infi- 
nitely better at thy hands, and find everlafting fa- 
vour in thy fight. 

And thou. Lord, who only makeft us dwell in 
faicty, ihelter us under the madow of thy wings 
this night. Defend us from all things hurtful to 
us ; and give us fuch repofe, as (hall fit us for our 
duty, and engage us to give thy name the glory. 
And for tfie mercies of this day, and of ^all our 
days, (Mercies to us, and to all thine) unto thee, O 
Lord our God, be all the glory rendered by us and 
them, with the moA thankful hearts, now and for 
evermore. Amen. 

Tenth Consideration. 

.Heb. ix. 27. Once to dye ; but^ after this the judg- 
ment. 

TT O W faft am I hafting away to my grave, and 
*^^ how foon (hall I be there ? no avoiding the 
ftroke of death : nor yet any ceafing to be, when I 
die. No ffeeping for thee, my foul, when my body 
falls into its laft fleep. But thou wilt fubfift in thy 
immortal frame, and be then more awake than 
ever. O what have I dreamt of a long vacation 
after death ; and put off my laft accounts to the 
world's end ? No fuch prorogation ; but quick 
work (hall I find, and at my very death, my eternal 
ftate determined, by wiiich' I muft for ever abide : 
and the laft general judgment will only declare and 
confirm what has paft before \ {ftid brin^ m^ hokd'^ 
in alfo for its ihare. 

c^ ^ 



( 32 ) 

O then, v?hat an alarm is here ; ta think, that 
this year, this month, this night, my foul may be 
required, that flill I am on the brink of eternity ; 
and the time is as nothing, till I ihall there be 
taken in moft certainly 1 How fhould this deaden 
me to all things in the prefent world 5 and make 
me very little regard its fmiks or its frowns ; which 
now are, and fo quickly will be no more? I am ftu- 
pid and mad, to be keen and eager up6n any thing 
here ; and the while, forget or difregard what (haU 
le my portien world without end. 

O how impertinent will it be for me, in the very 
next moment after death, to refled where I lived, 
or what I had, or how I pafs'd here on earth ; 
when I am cut off from it, and fhall never have 
any thing more to do with it ; but be taken up in 
an amazing ftate, extremely different from all that's 
here to be found ? 

O gracious God ! Open my eyes, and engage 
my mind, fo to fee and ponder it now as to ftand 
me in ftead, and do me good for ever : that I may 
be cooled to the prefent world ; and while I am in 
it, may (hew my greateft concern : to defend my* 
felf from it, and to do all the good I can, with 
what I have of it. That when call'd to account for 
my ftewardfhip, I may receive a comfortable kn- 
tence from my eternal |udge. O father of mercies, 
have pity upon me, and enter not into judgment 
with me thereafter as I have deferved from thee ; 
but let me find mercy from thee in that great day, 
when I ftiall appear before thee. And for the fake 
of thy dear Son, the bleffed Saviour of poor loft 
finners. Lord, fhew me thy mercy, and grant me 
thy falvation. Amen. 

The 
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The Fourth Evening Prayer. 

/^LORD God, moft high and everlafting ! 
^^ from whom we derive our being and Hf'e, and 
all the good and comforts of both : and at whofe 
hands we hope to receive infinitely better things, 
than any that we are capable of enjoying in this 
world. Wexlo here caft ourfelves at thy footftool, 
thankfully acknowledging all thy continual mercy 
and goodnefs to us ; and humbly confeffing our own 
ill defert, of any favour that we have received at 
thy hands. Becaufe we have fo ill ufed all the 
kindnefs and bounty wherewith we have been fo 
much, and fo long engaged already : for thy ways, 
O Lord, have been ways of mercy and loving- 
kindnefs to us, even when we have gone on per- 
verfely, in the ways of our hearts ; ftupidly forget- 
ful of thee, or wickedly rebellious againft thee. 
And have not only been carelefs to obferve thy 
pleafure, and negligent in the performance of our 
duty, but bold to go on in our fins, againft thy ex- 
prefs charge i and to break through all the prohibi- 
tions and denunciations of thy word, which thou 
haft given out, to check and deter us from the er- 
ror and evil of our ways. 

And thefe fo great and frequent fins are enough to 
ipoil all the good fuccefs of our prayers : when fo 
evil we have done, ahd fo full of offence our lives 
have been^ and ftill we have fo much defedlive in 
us, amifs with us, and provoking upon us ; that 
we have the greateft need of mercy at thy hands -, 
and come now to beg relief, according to all the 
weceffities of our fouls. O that we may find it, for 
eur blefled Lord Redeemer's fake : though we 
have finned, as poor frail impotent creatures, gra-^ 
cious God, forgive us, and Ihew thy favovis: \ft >a&v 
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as a moft merciful father, in the fon of thy eternal 
love. / 

And may the mercy of God that pardons our 
fins, alfo promote the renovation of our minds^ the 
fandification of our fouls, and the reformation of 
our lives. Wherein foever our hearts Condemn us^ 
for doing wickedly, preferve us, we pray thee, by 
thy grace, from fuch provocation of thy heavenly 
majefty. O help us. Lord, to break up the faU 
low ground of our hearts, and fo to fow in righte- 
oufnefs, that we may reap in mercy. Let us not 
be barren and unfruitful ; but bear ftill more and 
better fruit, to glorify our heavenly Father, and 
adorn thedo£trine of God our Saviour. To this- 
end, put thy laws in our inner-parts, and write 
them in our hearts. Yea, fo renew us in the fpi- 
rit of our minds, after thy holy image, that we 
may refemble our father in heaven, and be follow- 
ers of God as dear children j fo intent upon oup 
heavenly eternal concerns, as to take us off all ea- 
gernefs after thefe poor earthly things j which are fa 
empty and unfatisfa£tory, fo perilous and tranfi- 
tory. And help us, even in our greateft profpe- 
rity, ftill to retain our firm affiance in thee, our 
"whole dependance upon thee, and all our expecta- 
tion from thee ; to be guided by thy council, tilt 
received into thy glory. 

And thou, O God, who art good to all, re- 
member m mercy every one of thy poor creatures,, 
who are now upon their trial, in this land of the 
living. Turn and conquer the hearts of thy ene- 
mies ; and bring even ftrangers and foreigners to 
be fellow-citizens with the faints, and of the 
houfhold of God. And may all profeflbrs of the 
chriftian faith, fhew their faith by their works ; 
even fuch works as may fhine before men, to the 
^)orj^ of thj? name. 

Let 
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Let thy mercy flill furround us, Lord, like the 
waters of the fea, which thou haft made to flow 
about our land. O bind up our wounds and 
breaches, forgive our iniquities and provocations. 
Purge us ftill more and more from all that offends 
our God ; and yet make us fuch, that thou mayeft 
take pleafure in us. O continue thy gofpel to us f 
and let us not only fpeak for it, but live as becomes 
it, and be true to that true religion whereof we 
do make profefSon. 

Let the queen's life and foul and welfare be preci- 
ous in thy fight ; and thy truth and religion and glory 
in her*s 5 may fhc reprefent thy wifdom, holinefs, 
Juftice and goodnefs, as well as thy greatncfs, maje- 
fty, power, and authority. Preferve her long in ftiie^ 
ty ; and make her reign eafy and happy. Blefs her 
relations and nobles, and make them eminent for 
life and piety, as well as for rank and quality. May 
her counfellors be endued with a fpirit of wifdom 
from above ; and all that bear rule under her, an- 
fwer the ends of government, in fupprefling the 
unruly, punifliing the obnoxious, and encouraging 
thy faithful fervants, thy holy fear, and whatever 
18 good and praife- worthy. 

Let all that minifter about holy things be filleJ 
with the fpirit of wifdom and holinefs ; that they 
may unfterftand how to inftru£l others in the way 
of falvation, be zealous promoters of the true 
feith of Chrift, and bright examples of a godly 
Kfe. 

All that lie under any ficknefs, forrow, or fad 
accidents, O Lord, blefs to them the affliflions 
preiEng upon them ; that the bodily difeafes and 
breaches may be for the foul's health and hap- 
pinefs ; and all the prefent tribulation promote their 
«verlafting falvation. Speak peace to all troubled 
minds y and heal the wounded fY^uvXS' ^o\ x^.t:. ^'^-- 
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prelSon of thy fervants, and fighing of thofe that 
fufFer for thy name-fake, and tor the gofpel, 
and confdence-fake, arife, O Lord, and fet them 
at liberty, and in fafety. Break the fnares laid for 
them ; and fo deliver them out of the mouth of the 
lion, that thy people and fheep of thy pafhire 
may fliew forth thy praife, and rejoice in thy fal- 
vation. 

All that have (hewed us favour, or wifh us well, 
let them find favour in thy fight, and be anfwered 
in all the good wifiies of their hearts. And fuch as 
have done us wrong, or feek our hurt, O Lord, for- 
give them, and do them good. And fo dired. our 
ways to pleafe thee, that even our enemies may be 
at peace with us. 

Give us fuch a fenfe of the exceeding worth of 
fouls, and fuch an earneft defire of their eternal 
blifs, as may make us ready and glad, while we 
have time, to do all the good we can to all men. 
For thou hail not only laid upon us the commands 
of thy word, but all the engagements of thy mer- 
cy, to beftir us, with all our ability, in the way of 
our duty. And we defire now humbly to offer the 
facrifice of our thanks and praife, for all the great 
and continual favour that we have found in thy 
fight. Blefled for ever be thy name, O Lord our 
God, that thy grace abounds even over all our 
abounding fins : that we have not finned ourfelves 
paft hope of help, from the Lord Almighty, the 
God of all grace and mercy. And though the 
burden be intolerable, thou can'fl eafe us : and 
though our fins be exceeding finful, thou art ready 
to forgive us. And when we, (as frail creatuiesj 
fo often do mifs it, and forfeit all our title to the 
blefEngs of heaven, yet thou, Lord, beareft with 
us, and art indulgent to us j becaufe thy goodncfis 
is Jikc thyfelf;^ ftUl the fame, and thy mercy en- 
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dures for ever. O gracious God! we admire the 
wonders of thy love j we admire the riches of thy 
grace. We wait for it ftill, according to all the 
neceiHties of our fouls ; and beg that we may Aill 
find it, in every time of our need : even grace fuf- 
ficient for us, to forgive our fins, to fan<3ify our 
fouls, to fave us from the damnation of hell; and 
to glorify us forever in the kingdom of heaven. 
And till thou haft brought us to that ultimate end 
of all our wifties, O make us duly fenfible of all 
thy prefent mercies, and thankful, as we ought to 
be, for all that thou haft done for us. And for all 
good things ftill continued to us, and all the bleiled 
hopes that thou art pleafed to fet before us ; not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but to thy name 
alone be all the praife and glory, rendred by us, 
and by al! thine, now and for evermore. Amen% 

Elevehth Consideration. 

Luke i. 47. My fpirit hath rejoiced in God tny 

Saviour. 

f^ What would all other mercies avail me, with- 
^^ out the mercy of a Saviour, to redeem me ? 
All this world's good would do me no manner of 
good ; to enjoy it for a fliort time, and then be out 
of all here, and moft miferable for ever. When I 
had broke and deftroyed myfelf, it was not in me 
to repair the woful breaches, and emerge out of 
the dreadful ruin ; but the Lord of love has remem- 
bered me in my low and loft eftate, and laid help 
upon one that is mighty to fave; our ftrength and 
our redeemer, who is a prince and a Saviour, that 
has made an atonement for fin, and routed all the 
forces of death and hell. The hope and joy of the 
loft world,, to whom all the ends of iVvc ^-^^vV \sv«^ 
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'feok and be faved, in whom I trufl:, for all tliat I 
need and defire to do me good. What fuch me- 
lody as the name of Jefus in my ears ? What fuch 
jubilee, as the falvation of Jefus to mv heart ? All 
my joy in God is' through Jefus Chrift our LordJ 
And when I find all the deadly maladies of my fouf 
healed, then (hall I leap for joy, fing the praifes ot 
my heavenly phyfician, and from the ground of the 
heart, ftrike in with his favourite difciple, Riev. i.. 
5, 6. Unto him that loved us, and wafhed us from 
our fins in his own blood, and has made us kings 
and priefls to God, and his father, be glory andl 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

The Fifth Evening Prayer. 

"DLeffed Lord, the ever-living, and all-feeing GorfF 
•*-^ Thou art no where abfent, but filleft heaven^ 
and earth with thy prefence 5 and in thee we all 
ever live and move, and have our being : thou art 
acquainted with all our ways : yea, there is not a 
word in our mouths,^ nor a thought, or wifh, a 
motion, or inclination, in our hearts, but O Lord, 
thou knoweft it altogether. Unto thee who fearch- 
efl the hearts, and tryefl the reins, we confefs and 
bewail, not only the open tranfgreifions of our 
words and our ways, but the fecret llns of our hearts- 
and minds ; and humble ourfelves before thee, for 
all our unbelief of thy holy all-feeing eye, and 
heart- fearching word j yea, that we have taken up 
with fuch a believing in thee, as has but made us- 
the bolder to offend thee. O help us, we bcfeech 
thee, fo to judge ourfelves, that we may not be 
judged of the Lord. Forgive the thoughts of our 
hearts, and the guile of our fpirits. Give us fuch 
convictions of our fins, as may haflen us to the Sa- 
riour of our fouls, O wafli us in that precious blood,. 
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which cleanfes from all fin, that thou tnajeff not 
abhor us, for our provoking ways, but accept us,, 
far his dear fake. 

Who can underftand his errors ? cleanfe thoi* 
lis, Lord, from fecret faults. Keep back thy fer- 
vants alfo from prefumptuous fins, that they may 
not have dominion over us. And help us fo ta 
think on our ways, that we may turn our feet to 
thy teftimonies, and refrain from every falfe and 
evil way. Yea, let.us not delay, but make hafte to 
obferve thy commands, and to be, and do, as thou 
wouldeft have us, while we have time before us» 
Yea, make us to love that which thou doH com- 
mand, to delight in the law of the Lord, and in it 
to meditate day and night. That it may be our 
monitor and prefervative, to keep us from folly an<f 
wickednefs, from mifery and ruin; and alfo our 
guide and comfort, to lead us on in thy holy fear 
and love, to thy heavenly kingdom and glory. 

Thou, Lord, haft the fulnefs of all that grace 
which is fo wanting in us : O be pleafed, merci- 
fiilly to impart it unto us, and beftow it in a more 
plentiful meafure upon us: even fuch grace, as- 
{hall abound in us ; to make us abound in thy 
work, and full of ftrength and delight to do thy 
bleffed will. 

And becaufe this is not our refl, but we (halt 
fbon be removed away from hence, and never re- 
. turn hither again ; O keep us, Lord, we pray thee, 
fo mindful of our fhort time, our frail eftate, our 
flippery ftanding, and uncertain terms in this world, ' 
that we may pafs the remaining time of our fo^ 
tourneying here in thy holy fear ; full of care to> 
iinifh the work which thou haft given us to do, 
and to approve our very hearts unto the Lord, thst 
we may at laft depart hence in thy blefled favour^ 
and attain (through thy grace) to llv^fexiK^'W.-^vC^ 
theei, m thy heavenly glotj;. Kw^ 
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And to our prayers for ourfelves, we join our in- 
terceffions for all men. As thou, Lord, haft made 
them capable of thy bleHings ; Co make them par- 
takers of the fame : efpecially the fpiritual bleffings 
of thy Son, pertaining to thy heavenly kingdom. 
Pour out the fpirit of truth and holinefs, and unity, - 
and love, upon thy <:hurch ; that all who profefs 
the religion of our Lord, may, with one confent, 
combine to maintain the purity of doflrinc, and to 
adorn it with a fuitable converfation. 

Thou haft gracioufly (hed down the lighf of thy 
heavenly truth upon us, as the glory of our land : 
but it ferves only to confound us, when it does but 
difcover the filth, from which we are not purged* 
And how juftly mighteft thou, Lord, deprive us of 
the bleffing, which we abufe to thy difhonpur, and 
to the aggravation of our guilt ? But O hori C5t)d 
of all grace ! continue the patience, which thou 
haft borne fo long and wonderfully with us ; and let 
the mercy which hitherto has fpared us, be yet fur- 
ther extended to us, in the pardon of all our pro-r 
vokingfmsj and granting us thy grace, to amend 
our lives, and to make us yet a people acceptable 
in thy fight. 

Turn not away the face of thy anointed, O 
Lord ; but grant her according to her own heart, 
and profper all her pious and praife-worthy de- 
figns. Continue thy gracious fatherly care over 
her ; and make her flill careful to glorify thee, in 
fcattering away all wickednefs with her eyes f 
and fo countenancing all good works, and godly 
lives, that in her days the righteous may flouriih ; 
and yet abundance of peace, with all happy advan- 
tages for our fouls. Guide all our councils : infiu- 
ence our nobles, rulers, and magiftrates ; that they 
may be taught of God, and governed by the fpirit 
of the Lord, to redrefs our grievances, to fecur& 
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our advantages, and to promote thy true religioiH 
and our moft needful reformation ; that holinefs 
and righteoufnefs, fobriety and charity, may flill 
more and more prevail and ilourifh among us. 
Let thypriefts, O Lord, be cloathed with righteouf- 
nefs ; holy in their lives, as well as in their office ; 
"wife to win fouls, painful in their work, and fuc- 
cefsful in their pains. 

Be good and kind to all our relations and neigh- 
bours, and enlarge our hearts to take in all men, 
as our friends. Give us healing fpirits, to pacify 
the matters of offence, and to follow after the thine^s 
that make for peace. Let thy fweet and merciful 
dealings with us, O Lord, engage us to be meek 
and gentle towards all men ; to compaffionate their 
failings and infirmities, as thou hafl abundant pity 
on ours ; and to bear with their injuries and prova- 
cations, as thou doft wonderfully bear with ours. 
Yea, let the extreme need that we have of mercy at 
thy hands, make us ready to fhew it, as we would 
be glad to receive it. Forgiving our ofFenders, and 
giving to needy creatures, as we wait on thee, to 
forgive all our offences, and to relieve all our ne- 
ceffities. 

O let all that fuffer here on earth, be heard and 
relieved from heaven. Whatever be their prefent 
maladies, make them their fouls medicines ; and 
fo fave them, Lord, from their fins, and fanSify 
their fouls, that they may be delivered from the 
wrath to come, and not fuffer forever ; but have 
all their evil things here ; and hereafter find ref): and 
eafe, and fulnefs of fatisfadion, joy and glory to 
' all eternity. 

And for our freedom from the evils which lie fo 
bard upon others, bleffed forever be the patience, 
which has hitherto fo borne with us, and not locv^ 
before now cut us off"; yea, fot^N^i ^^\sivt^^ '^'^ 



( 42 ) 

praifcci be that infinite goodnefs, which has not 
only redeemed our lives from deftruftion, and kept 
back our fouls, from going down to the pit of end- 
lefs perdition ; but ftill goes on to crown us with 
loving-kindnefs and tender mercies. We can ne- 
ver oblige thee, O Lord, but are continually of- 
fending thee, yet thou doft not ceafe to extend 
thy kindnefs to us, and" to pour down thy blefOngs 
upon us. 

Glory be to tjiy name, O God of love, love 
without bounds, th^t pafleth knowledge : O raife 
our hearts to the higheft pitch of thankful hefs : 
and quicken us, in all the ways we are able, to 
exprefs it as we ought to do. That from the 
ground of the heart, wemay afcribeto thee, bleff- 
ing, and glory, and wifdom, and thankfgiving, 
and honour, and power, and might, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

Twelfth Consideration. 

Pfal, Ixiii. 3. Thy loving kindnefs is better than life. 

'TpH AT favour and dear regard, which the Lord 
* bears to his people, exprefs'd by lifting up the 
light of his countenance upon them, and opening 
his defigns, to crown them with a felicity, propor- 
tioned to the utmoft of their capacity, and length- 
ened out to an infinite eternity ; O how incompar- 
ably does it exceed all the good of this world, which 
(with an undiftinguifhing hand) he fcatters among 
all forts of men ? As fweet and dear as ever life is, 
which to fave, men will throw away money, and 
all, in time of extremity ; yet if I know the gift 
of God, and have tafted that the Lord is gracious, 
how much (hall I prefer one glimpfe of his favour, 
above that life, which is common to m^ivaxvd beaft ? 
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Beads of the people, and beafts of the'earth, the 
vcorft and vileft of men do live, though it may be, 
now to plague this world, and undo themfelves 
forever in the next; fo that better they had never 
'been born, than to to have life with fuch a dread- 
ful appendage. However, all feem fond of life, as 
the opportunity of enjoying good ; yet how often is 
life itfelf a burthen ? And moft uneafy may I be at 
heart, though my foul be held in life. O what 
good will my life do me, to have it, as the rebel 
ifraelites had the quails, with God's wrath ? 'Tis 
not worth the name of life, to live under the 
frowns of heaven, in God's houfe, as a trouble- 
fome hanger-on, fnatching his provifions at my 
peril, and feeding upoa them with the curfe an- 
nexed to them. O, what a life is this? who can 
ever wifli to live upon fuch ill terms with the Lord 
and Giver of life, in whofe favour is life ? But aH 
the joy of life is departed when I have not him that 
gave it along with it, and if the LJord of life be not 
unto me alfo the Lord of love. But the feed of his 
grace fown in the heart is the earneft of his glory 
in the heavens; and fuch good -of God's chofen, 
will infer the joy of his falvation. Then do I truly 
live when I anfwer the great ends of life, by livings 
not to myfelf, but to the giver of my life, in con- 
tinual care to live pleafing itftto him, and fo in the 
r*ady way to live for ever with him. 

O Lord of love, without thy love life itfelf is 
but the (hadow of death. Doleful living without 
God in the world ! But how excellent is thy lov- 
ing-kindnefs, O God ? may I not only hear from 
thy word, but experience in myfelf, that it is better 
than life. So open thy love to my foul, that I may 
for ever give praife and glory to thy name. 
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The Sixth Evening Prayer- next before 

the Lord's Day, 

/^ Lord God, moft high and ever blefled, thou^ 
^^ even thou, art worrfiy lo be feared and loved, 
to be honoured and obeyed, by all thy creatures, 
to whom thou haft given the capacity of knowing, 
and worfliipping, and enjoying thee j in the num- 
ber of which thy reafonable creatures we are here 
before thee at this time, to offer up the adoration 
and fervice which it is our privilege as well as duty 
to perform. O that we may be duly fenfible of the 
favour, and faithfully acquit ourfelves of tke duty ! 
for we have no fufficiency, O Lord thou knoweft, 
to do any thing at all without thee, but ftill more 
and more to fin againft thee. Temptations arc 
even evermore preffing upon us, and our fins often 
get the doniinion over us ; ftill we carry in us the 
corrupt nature, the carnal mind, and oppofition to 
thy holy law, which are enmity againft God, and 
threaten us with thy wrath and ruin. So have we 
entangled our guilty fouls by cuftom of finning, 
that we have no power of ourfelves to get out of 
the fnare, but are taken captive by the tempter, 
even at his will. 

Sincerity and uprightnefs is the higheft accom- 
plifhment we can pretend to ; but even this we 
have too much reafon to call in queftion, and to 
fear that we are none of the Ifraelites in deed, with- 
out guile, when our own hearts condemn us for 
regarding iniquity in them, and allowing ourfelves 
in many things that are inconfiftent with our fidelity 
in the covenant of our God ; becaufe we have not 
been fo true and conftant to thy holy ways, nor 
taken fuch care, and pains, and delight in them, 
as becomes thy children aud fciN^vvts^ but have 
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often fwerved fi1>m them, and often borne the 
yoke of Chrift as a burden, and foon been weary of 
well doing, yea, have taken many vicious liberties 
to do that which is evil in thy light, and abomina- 
tion to the Lord, 

And where we have fo finned and offended, O 
that we may be penitently aftecSled and duly hum- 
bled, and fo judge ourfelves that we may not be 
judged of the Lord 5 fo lay our fms to heart that 
thou mayeft not lay them to our charge, but mer- 
cifully acquit us of them, and abfolve us from them; 
thofe fins efpecially that have moll wounded our 
confciences, and endangered our fouls for refitting 
thy light, and quenching thy fpirit, and trampling 
thy grace and love. O that the blood of Jefus 
Chrift the righteous may cleanfe us from all fin, 
and grant us, gracious Father, fome tokens of fuch 
thy bleflfed in our great and only favour, as may 
make us experience the blefiednefs of thofe whofc 
iniquities are forgiven, and wbofe fins are cover- 
ed. And after thou haft fpoken fuch peace to 
our fouls, O let us not return again to folly, nor 
lofe what we have fo attained, and forfeit the happy 
privilege which thou haft granted ; but help us. 
Lord, fo to confider the horrors and torments of 
hell's endlefs mifery, that we may dread to engage 
in the ungodly ways which would throw us upon 
* it, and help us fo well to underftand and contem- 
plate our true and only felicity to be for ever en- 
joyed in thy heavenly kingdom, that we may not 
ftick at any pains or trouble to get into the fafe and 
fure pofleffion of that fupreme good and never-fad- 
ing blifs, but count all light and n>pmentary, com- 
pared with that far more exceedmg and eternal 
weight of glory, and defpife the moft tempting 
enjoyments of this world for the hope and the loyc 
of that joy unfpeakable, everlafting. 
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And, while we are in this world, help us, O 
Lord, to live by faith above it, to mortify thofe 
corrupt inclinations, lufts, and paffions, by which 
the enemy takes hold of us, and prevails againft us, 
to gain his cruel purpofes upon us. O that we may 
fo look unto Jefus, and be faithful to our God and 
our fouls, that we may go on conquering and to 
conquer all that ftands in the way of our duty and 
fafety, our peace and blifs, til! we reach the hiappy 
retreat, the blefled place of our everlafting reft, 
where we (hall fin ho more, nor ever be tempted 
to it, of receive any further trouble from it, but be 
without fault from the throne of God, and for ever 
blefTed in the joy of our Lord. 

And may thy day now approaching be a gracious 
means, through thy blefling, to raife us up higher 
above this world, and bring us nearer to our God, 
Without thee, Lord, we cannot come to thee, 
nor perform any duty acceptable in thy fight. The 
preparations of the heart in man are from thee ; 
and of thee, who haft fepar?5ted the day for thyfelf, 
we beg for grace, and will, and ftrength, to fandiify 
it as we ought, and to make it not only our bufinefs 
but our delight to draw nigh to thee, to wait upon 
thee, and enjoy the blefied communion with thee. 
O may we find fuch fweetnefs in the fervice of our 
God, in the fenfc of thy love, and the confcience 
of doing what's acceptable in tfiy fi^hr, as may for 
ever fecure our hearts to thyfelf. Lord life up the 
light of thy countenance upon our fouls, to put 
fuch gladnefs into our hearts that we may difregard 
every thing in the world which would rival with 
our God, or make us lifiiefs to the v/ork of the 
Lord. O quicken us to it, and grant us to expe- 
rience fuch fweetnefs in it that we may be greatly 
in love with it. 

Keep 
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Keep and compofe us now this night, to fit-us 
for the better attendance upon thee the following 
day, to the benefit of our fouls, and the glory of 
thy name, through Jefus Chrift our Lord 3 to whom, 
with the Father everlafting, and the eternal blefled 
Spirit of both, be all gloi:y and thankfgiving to 
the end of this world, and world without end. 
Amen. 

Firft Consideration. 
On the Chrifiian Sabbath. 

Rev. i. 10. I was in the fpirit on the Lord's day. 

'T^H AT favourite of our Lord who lay in his 
-*- bofom before his death, had the privilege alfo 
to be graced with his peculiar prefence after he was 
rifen from the dead, and fo did he honour the day 
of his refurre(Sion as to appear in an extraordinary 
manner upon that day to his beloved defciple, who 
warrants our obfervation of it as a chriftian fab- 
hath by the title he gives it of the Lord's day, fig- 
nifying it to be of the Lord's appointment, even as 
was the eucharift, which is called the Lord's fup- 
per, and alfo that form in fcripture which we call 
the Lord's prayer. 

God eflabliflied one day in feven to be kept holy; 
but the Lord of the fabbath had power to change 
the day without abdliihing the fabbath, and no 
damage to religion by the change, when a day in 
feven is obferved, though nut the feventh from the 
creation ; for the fanflitication follows the fabbath, 
not the day, when that is changed : and that the 
former day is repeated appears from CoL ii. 16, 17. 
Let no man judge you in refpecS of the fabbath day, 
which was a Ihadow of fomewhat to come. But 
the type muft give way to the truth, as Jhades dif- 
appear when the fun arifes. 
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Nature's law fhews that God Is to be worQiIp* 
ped, as by every capable creature a-part, fo in fo- 
lemn affemblies at ftated times, not to be inter- 
rupted by bodily works or pleafures j but it docs 
not determine the particular feafons, the appoint- 
ment of which we mult receive from the Lord, or 
flich as he has authorized. Now the holy fcripture 
acquaints us, that the firft day of the week was' 
the ufual time when the immediate followers of our 
Lord did aflemble for the exercifes of their religious 
worfhip, and that they did ic by his authority, the 
apoftles practice, followed by all the primitive 
Chriftians, may convince us, though we find not 
the appointment exprefled in the new teftament, 
becaufe the matter of fad was fo well known by 
common ufage a great while before the gofpel or 
cpiftles were written and publiflied, which was not 
till many years after our Lord left the world, and 
then it might feem fuperfluous and unneceflary to 
acquaint people with that which they all did fee 
and know as well as they knew the day that went 
over their heads. 

But my fcruple being taken ofF as to the time, 
my main concern muft be for the manner of ob- 
fervingit. Though I cannot pretend tothevifion, 
exftacy, and rapture, of that facred perfon to whom 
our Lord made his revelation on this day, yet fo 
far muft I be in the fpirit on the Lord's day, as 
with my fpirit to be taken up in attendance on the 
Lord of the fabbatb, to feek after God, and have 
communion with him, and w^orftiip him in fpirit 
and in truth ; for certain, it is not to keep the fab- 
bath of the ox and the afs, in leaving off the worldly 
bufinefs, and giving myfelf a loofe in idlenefs, lux* 
ury, and wantonnefs, to take vagaries, or fit to 
drink, or play, or prate of every thing, rather than 
fpcak whu*s agreeable for the time. 

2 TWnx'iJx 
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Though it be a gaudy day of praife and thankf- 
giving, not a day to hang the head and afflid the 
body^ which now, together with the foul, may 
have its fhare in better fare ; yet fhould the chief of 
my joy now be the rejoicing in Chrift Jefus, whofe 
day it is, and whom it coft fo dear to make it our 
Joyful day. I muft count it my delight, and not 
my grievance, let all know the high regard I have 
for it, the confcience I make of pioufly obferving 
it, and the fweet fatisfaSion that I take in it; not 
only attending the publick worfhip at the ftated 
feafons, but in the intermediate fpaces giving my- 
felf to my meditations, books, 'and prayers, unlefi 
ac any time I can meet with fuch converfation as 
fljall help me better. When churches are open, 
and religious offices folemnized in aflemblies, I 
muft. not turn afide by the flocks of my Lord's re- 
tainers, but go with them to the houfe of God ; 
only taking heed that I be in the fpirit as well as 
in the church, and ferve God with my fpirit as 
well as draw nigh with my lips ; for the worfhip- 
ing in fpirit is the very fpirit of worihip, and wor- 
ihip without fpirit is but a carcafe. 

O may I be able to fay with the apoftle, Romm 
i»9..God is my witnefs, whom I ferve with my 
fpirit; and, according to his reafoning, Rom, viii, 
9. :then ihall I be in the fpirit when the fpirit of 
God dwelleth in me ; and then may I believe he 
dwelleth in me when I am fo fwiiyed by his mo- 
tions that I fet myfelf by the fpirit to mortify the 
deed^ of the body. O gracious God, fend the 
fptrit of thy Son into my heart, and never take thy 
Holy Spirit from me ; all my days let him be with 
me^ but this day efpecially, may thy Holy Spirit 
in ail things direc): and rule my heart, through Jefus 
Chrift my Lord, Amen. 

D ■ "^o^^v^^ 
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MoRKiNG Prayer for the Lord's Day. 

OLord our God, the gracious giver of aII our 
prefent comfortable enjoyments, and of alt our 
future glorious expedadons ; how rich is thy mercy 
which thou (heweft even to the moft unworthy, 
and how great thy goodnefs which thou haft laid 
up for them that rear thee, how inconceivable the 
things which thdu haft prepared for them that loye 
thee ! It does not yet appear what we (hall be, fbr 
now we fee daricly, as in a glafs, and know but 
in part, yet may we fee and know enough to 
afliire us it exceeds all that we can now fpeak or 
think. 

Thy name, O Lord, be blefled, that thou haft 
fo far brought life and immortality to light, and 
diicovered (b much to. us of the heavenly glory be- 
fore us : to raife our thoughts and apprehenflons 
of it ; and to invigorate our longinss and endea- 
vours after it. And blefTed be our God, that thou 
haft not only given us capacities for it, but the re- 
viving hopes of it, and gracious means to obtain it ; 
and appointed thy day, wherein we fhould more 
folemnly prepare for thv glory. But it is our fliame, 
and our Anful floth ana unbelief, that we have no 
more confidered it ; and that we have been fo little 
aiFeded with it, or quickened by it 

O God, be merciful to us, and forgive us, we 
befeech thee, all our negle£ls and dulnefs, in feek- 
ing glory, honour and immortality : that we have 
ihewed no more concern, nor ufed any greater 
diligence, to purfue and obtain the blefTea fruitions 
of thy everlafiing heavenly kingdom. And quicken 
us, O Lord, better to remember, and acquit cur- 
felves for the future : to walk, with greater wif- 
dom, care and diligence, in the way of our duty : 

as 
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as a people devoted and obliged to the Lord, and 
fingularly bleft and favoured by our God. 

Efpecially, in this thy day, help us. Lord, to 
mind and 4o the work ot the day ; yea, and delight 
to do it ; that we may not count it our heavy tafk 
but our joyful privilege, ferving our Lord with glad- 
nels, entering thy gates with thankfgiving and thy 
courts with joy, thankful to thee, and blefling thy 
name ; for bleiled is the man whom thou chufeft, 
O Lord, and caufeft to approach to thee, that he 
may dwell in thy courts ; and make us to love the 
habitation of thy houfe, and the place where thy 
honour dwells. O feed us in the green pafture of 
thy word, and lead us befide the ftill waters of 
comfort in paths of righteoufnefs, for thy name's 
fake, yea, let us be glad to go into the houfe of the 
Lord, to feek after God, and find him whom ouc 
fouls defire to love. O bring our minds into a 
frame and fitnefs to come and appear before thee, 
amd let us not reft in forms, nor content ourfelves 
to go over the outward fervice, but prefs on to cn- 

^'oy the inward heavenly benefit and comfort ever- 
afting* Let us find the Lord nigh to us, and our 
God with us ; fo opening our minds and our hearts 
that we may receive thy truth in the light and alfo 
in the love of it. 

Let thy paftors be taught, O God, to teach and 
lead thy flock, that they may fpeak the word in 
feafon, and fct it home upon the heart. Prepare 
the foil, O Lord, and blefs the feed Town, that it 
may be fo difpenfed and fo received as to yield a 
fruitful happy increafe. O that every fabbath may 
do fomewhat to help us out of our fins, and to let 
us forward in our heavenly progrefs, till we attain 
to the glorious end of all thy appointed means, and 
to the full acgompliihment of all the wifhes of our 
fouk. 

Da . ^^ 
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Be gracious now to us, O Lord, and go with u8 
to thy houfe, and there guide, nnd help, and Ue^ 
us. Give us hearts mindful of thee, defirous after 
thee, delighting in thee, and rightly fitted to every 
office of attendance upon thee, that we and all ourj 
fervices may find a merciful acceptance with our 
God, through Jefus Chrift our Lord, to whom^j 
with thee, O Father, and the eternal Spirit of both,! 
be all honour and glory, in all the churches, and! 
throughout all the world, world without end. 
Amen. 

Second Consideration. 

Pfalm cxxx. 3. If thou^ Lord^ Jhouldeft mark ini" 
qui ties J O Lord, whojhalljiand? 

'fXT'AS the man after God's heart penfive and 
^^ diftrefled f6r his fins, and like one finking in 
deep waters ? did he cry out for pity and relief, that' 
he might not be called to account at heaven's tri- 
bunal of juftice, encouraging himfelf that he had f! 
to do with a forgiving God, who makes his grace ' 
to abound even as fin has abounded ? 'Tis not in 
vain then for me to go to the throne of grace, ar- 
raigning and humbling myfelf for my fins, and 
pleading guilty, in order to the obtaining of mercy. 
Now that I am under a better covenant than that of 
works, where he that defpifed the law died without 
mercy ; fince infinite love has found fuch means to 

■fatisfy ftrideft juftice, and made fuch way for par- 
doning mercy, that it lies ready in God's hands ; 
and when I but humbly confefs my fins, and ear- 
neftly intreat his gracious favour, he is not only 

' merciful and kind, but faithful and juft, (for his 
Chrift*s fake, and his promife fakej to forgive 
them. Such mercy is there with the Lord, that he 

m3Ly be feared, not (lighted and afironted, but re- 
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I vered and obferved, as one that has it In his hands 
and heart to fpare and abfolve where he might con- 
demn and ruin, and to exceed all that is in man, 
even the moft merciful man. 

What time then my fms make me afraid, I will 
trufi in him, and not give up all for loft, as one 
that hath fmned myfelf paft hope of help from the 
Lord almighty, the God of all grace and mercy ; 
but expert infinitely above my deferts from his in- 
finite goodnefs, who has promifed to fave his fer- 
vants even for this reafon, becaufe they put their 
truft in him. 

Gracious Lord, thou art the God forgiving ini- 
quity, tranigreffion, and fin, in whom is my help» 
even after 1 have deftroyed myfelf; and where 
I have abounded in iniquity thou haft promifed 
abundantly to pardon, to blot out our tranfgreifions 
for thy own fake where we could not expe£l it for 
our fakes, becaufe thy Son is the propitiation for 
them, and through him even the guil^ have the 
boldnefs of expeding fuch mercy. 

For thy name's fake, and for thy Chrifi's fake, 
O Lord, pardon my iniquity, for it is great, too 
great for any but the God fo great and good to for- 

5ive. Looic not upon my provoking oSences, but 
eal with me according to thy fuper-abounding 
grace and ever-enduring mercy ; that finding fuch 
help fi'om on high in time of my need, I may from 
- the ground of the heart give to the God of my mercy 
all praife and glory, as long as I live, and u> ail 
eternity. Amen. • , 

Evening Prayer for the Lord's Day. 

r\ Lord God moft high and holy, great and glo- 
■ ^"^ rious in majefty, and rich and abundant in 
mercy, we dcfire, with all humilvvj^ 2lxA \^\«.^'s\^'^> 

D \ -^^^ 
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and faith, and hope, tx) come into thjr prefence. 
Look down,, we pray thee, with an eye of favour 
upon us, in fo quickening and aiEfting us that with 
our hearts and fpirits we may feek thee, and draw 
nigh unto thee, and wait upon thee, fo as to de- 
light ourfelves in the Lord, and find mercy and 
acceptance in thy flght, and all the help and good 
that we need at thy hands. 

We acknowledge and admire thy wonderful con- 
defcenfion and tender compafHon to admit of poor 
finful duft and aihes into thy prefence, to deal fo 
gracioufly with us, to give this liberty to us, after 
all our ill carriage towards thee, and our manifold 
provocations againft thee, who have made fo bold 
with thy laws, and been fo unfaithful in thy cove- 
nant, and negligent in the work of our Lord, that 
We greatly need thy mercy to forgive, not only die 
offences of our fives, but the iniquities of our hojy 
things. After all that thou. Lord, haft done for 
us, how inexcufeable is our fin againft thy grace 
that it has been no better ufed by us ? and what we 
have made bold to do, contrary to our knowledge 
of thy will, and our great experience of thy mercy, 
how much worfe is it in us than in fuch as have 
not had the means, and helps, and encourage* 
ments, that we have had to do better ? So have 
we gone on in our trefpaflcs, thwarting the me- 
thods ufed by thy mercy to reclaim us, as to make 
us the fuel meet for thy wrath to confume us. 

l^ftkd for ever be thy name, that we are not 
paft all hope of mercy at thy hands, that thou art 
pleafed yet to look after us and take care of us, and 
call upon thy backfliding children to return, to 
remember from whence we are fallen, and repent, 
and do our firft works. BlefTed be thy name that 
thou art pleafed ftill to treat with us, and offer 
mercy to us, and, upon out tuiittxv^feota tive evil 
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ofbttrwsyt, gtveft us all reviving hopes^ with the 
profsife and aSSxrance of thy gracious pardon, that 
thou v^ilt not remember our fins againft us nor< 
mention them to us. 

O that it ihould be fo done to unworthy pro- 
voking iinners i thatthe Majefty of heaven, fo highly 
offencted by us, fhould be fo exceeding indulgent 
to us ! We admire and adore the wonders and 
riches of thy grace and love, ib far above all that 
we are able to exprefi. that fuch thy mercy. 
Lord, may powerfully work upon our hearts to 
overcome, and win, and fecure them for ever to • 
thyfelf, that we may not ftand it out againft fuch 
clemency of heaven, and all fuch engaging favour 
from on high, but may yield ourfelves up to the 
Ood of our m^rcy, and abhor to abufe fuch pa- 
tience and goodnefs as we have found, never think- 
h^ we can do enough to approve the thsuikfiilneft 
pToin: hearts to the Lord of love. 

Yet we dare not depend upon our own will 
or ftrengtb, but we look up unto thee, O God of 
our iidvation, to help us for the glory of thy narne^^ 
and never forfake us, nor take thy holy fpirit from 
118, but iave us from the treacherous hearts that 
would feduce us from our duty, and eilabliih, 
ftrengthen, and ietde us, to make us inflruments 
in tfay handt for preferving of ourfelves; increafe our 
tendernefi, keep up our vigilance, and fo profper 
our endeavours, that they may not be in vain in 
At Lord, but that we may continue in thy fear 
and love, and fUU be growing in thy knowledge^ 
and grace. 

Blefs to us. Lord, the word which this day we 
have heard, (die facrament alfo which we have re- 
ceived) and the means of grace which we have en- 
joyed. From thy word we hear our duty^ and ^a:^ 
wam'd <^our danger j O awe u* ^^« vv^\ >mA^^- 
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flindin^ of the good which we are to do, and the 
evil which we are to fliun i yea, help us fo to con- 
fider the lovelinefs and bleflednefs of the good that 
we may never flight nor forfake it, and fo to con- 
fider the deformity aiid danger of the evil that we 
may never yield to it nor be overcome by it, but 
fiill niay abhor that which is evil, and cleave to 
that which is good, however we may be tempted 
to take other meafures. O give us. Lord, the up- 
riehtnefs and zeal which fhall carry us fafe through 
all oppofition and impediments in our way, and en- 
gage all our concern and endeavour to approve our 
hearts unto our God^ that we may be found ill 
peace and comfort at t\^e coming of our Lord. ' 

Grant the bleffing of thy word to fiich as are 
deilitute of it, and may all that have it find the 
faving benefit by it. We thankfully acknowledge 
thy mercy to us in fetting the food of our fouls be- 
fore us, O make us more fenfible of the privilege^ 
and help us to improve it 16 thy glory, to our pre- 
fent edification, and our eternal falvation. Forgive 
us all our neglects in the way of our duty, and all 
our finful boldnefs in ailing contrary. Gracioufly 
accept us in the. beloved according to what we have, 
and make us, Lord, fuch as thou wouldefl have 
us, diligent to learn and do thy will, and full of 
care to be. flill more pleafmg in thy fight, through 
the beloved cf thy foul, the Lord our Hghteoufnefs 
and our Redeemer. 

[We blefs thee. Lord our God, that we have 
been admitted this day not only to thy houfe but 
thy table, to receive a fealed pardon of our fins, 
and the renewed pledge of thy lo^e in Chrifl Jefus 
to our fouls. Pardon, we befeech thee, our great 
unfitnefs to draw fo nigh unto thee, and our utter 
unworthjnefs to receive fuch precious favour at thy 
hands, O make and keen u^ i\o^ dvilv ctviadful of 
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the engagements thou haft laid upon us, and which 
we have taken upon ourfelves, and grant us, Lord, 
through thy bleffing, to find the happy efFefl of thy 
facrcdordinance, in fuch power and fuch confola- 
tion from on high, as may fecure our hearts unto 
thyfelf, and make us ftrong in the Lord, and to 
joy in God through Jefus Chrift our Saviour,*] 

For whom and to whom, with thee the everlaft- 
ing Father, and the Holy Ghoft our guide and 
comforter, be all dominion and majefty, love and 
duty, praife and glory, tendered by us and by all 
thy church throughout the worlds world without 
end. Amen. 

Third Consideration. 
By way of preparation for the Lord's fupper. 

Matt. xxii. 12. Friend^ how cameji thou in hither^ 
not having a wedding garment? ' 

/^OME, I muft unto the table of the Lord, or 
^^ elfd I ihall be in rebellion againft him who has 
commanded. Do this in remembrance of me. T*o 
refufe what is fo gracioufly offered by him, wq|e to 
caft my contempt upon him, and yet to come rudely 
to it, void of the due qualifications for it, were to 
affront the Majefty that (hews fuch mercy. I pafs 
for my Lord's friend as long as I make the fair pro- 
fefCon of his religion, but may dread to be ufed as 
an enemy when 1 am quite crofs to him in my dif- 
pofition and converfation ; therefore, as I muft 
not excommunicate myfelf from the ordinances of 
life, fo neither muft I rufti upon it if not meetly 
drefled up for it, /. e- in the hidden man of the 
heart, which is chiefly infpe£led by the fearcher of 
hearts, who regards not what we wear bvsx ^^^Vx-a.^^ 

* j/dd this after a /acr amenta 

D 5 ^* 
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we are. Outward finery may fet me off before 
men, but only gracious qualifications will recom- 
mend me to God. I muft have a wedding gar- 
ment for the nuptial entertainment, a life of grace, 
and principle of holinefs in my heart, which the 
Lord*s fupper is not for creating where ti& not, 
but for increafing where it is. If I have but a name 
to live, 'tis but a banquet iet before a corpfe ; but 
when I live by the faith of the Son of God, I may 
with comfortable expectation go to the table of the 
Lord. 

Yet to him whom my fins have pierced T muft 
look and mourn, and put on the garment fit for a 
mourner that I may find his favour, confeffing and 
bewailing the fins which I have committed againft 
his love, that I have carried fo wickedly towards 
him who has ufed me moft gracioufly. Such few- 
ing in tears prepares for the reaping in joy, when, 
like the (bowers which fatten the earth, it produces 
fruits meet for repentance, to turn my heart againft 
that which I lament, and make me refolve upon 
better life. 'Till then, what fitnefs for a Saviour 
whye I can think my fin to be better, and had ra- 
ther lofe the blefTed remedy than ceafe to do fo 
wickedly ? 

Yet, becaufehe is the Saviour, efpecially of the 
believer, I muft not forrow as one that has no 
hope, but look with an eye of faith to him in 
whom is my efFedtual help, and that reft which all 
the world elfe cannot give. No more can I receive 
liim without faith that I can eat my meat without 
Jife, therefore muft I feed upon him in my heart 
by faith, expe<fting pardon and falvation for his 
merits, where I can never claim either for any of 
my o^Tiy and this faith muft alfo work by love, 
Sitid inflame my love to \\\m v^\\o Ibdveve has done 
fo gres^ and endured fo ^u^now^ \K\iv^^ ^^ ^^^^\w^ 
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hb love to me, and win my heart to himfelf. Yea, 
my neighbour alfo mufti love for his fake : nor only 
fuch as can do for me, and are kind to me ; but 
give to the needy, and forgive my enemy : not (hut- 
ing up my bowels to others, when the Lrord is 
openinjg his hand fo wide to me. 

And my longing defire after this communion, is 
a further part of my preparation. I muft not come 
full of myfelf, or of the world, left I be fent empty 
away : but know the extreme need that I have df ' 
a Saviour, and the infinite bleffing, here to be a 
partaker. That this may whet my appetite, and ■ 
give me the moft earneft defire to eat this paflbver; 
when I fee my all in the hands of a Saviour, and 
find, that without him I am undone for ever. Let 
me now feek him in my prayers, that I may find ^ 
him at his table. 

O my Lord and my God ! I defire, with all ■ 
thankfulnefs to acknowledge thy mercy, that ftill thy ' 
hand and heart, thy houfe and table are open to > 
me, who have fo ill carried towards thee ; and mul- • 
tiplied my offences againft thee ; defpifing the riches 
of thy gtace, and all the repeated expre^ons of thy 
love. Thy name for ever be blefled, that all day ' 
long, thou ftretcheft out thy hands to the difobedi* - 
ent and gain-faying finners. I come. Lord, tocaft ^ 
myfelf upon thy mercy, and to look and beg for- 
faving help and remedy. O give me the quaiitica- 
tions which thou requircft : fuch afFefting know- 
ledge, that I may eat and drink as I ought, difcern* 
ing the Lord's body; and fuch a life of grace in-« 
my foul^ fuch repentance for my fins, fuch faith in • 
God my Saviour, fuch a love to the lover of my- . 
foul, and to all my brethren, (them of the houf- 
hold of faith efpecially) for his fake ; and (ucK ^ 
keen appetite after the food of my fo\A ^V^^ V3j^^ 
cfw/ Lord} that thou mayeft ^e ^\R^fc^ ^^k.\»m&w>| 
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to receive, and accept me, now to thy blefled fa* 
vour, and hereafter to thy glorious kingdom. 
• Amen. 

Family Prayer before the Sacrament. 

f\ Lord God our heavenly father ! thou haft cre- 
^^ ated us for the enjoyment of thyfelf, and haft 
made us to know thy pleafure concerning us, and 
what thou wouldeft have us to do. And as it was 
bur bounded duty, Co it would haye been our high- 
eft happinefs, to do it. But O how greatly have 
we failed in it ? and how much have we made hdd 
to do moft contrary to it ? For which, we confefi. 
Lord, thou mighteft juftly rejed us, and inflid 
thy foreft judgments upon us : but we abafe and 
humble ourfelves in thy fight ; and according to the 
tenor of thy own gracious covenant in Chrift Jefus, 
we came to feek and beg thy promifed mercy, par- 
don, and grace, for his dear fake. 

O God the father of heaven ! thou who haft 
made us, have mercy upon us. O God our Sa- 
viour, who haft filed thy precious blood for us, we 
befeech thee open thy merciful arms to receive us ; 
and let us find with thee fweet refuge, and plente- 
ous redemption. And thou, O blefled fpirit, who 
haft convinced us of our fin, and our need of Chrift 
Jefus, and fiiewed us our mifery without him, and 
our happinefs in him ; and inclined us to feek after 
him: O carry on the work of thy grace in our 
hearts, to prepare us for him, and bring us to him, 
and fecure to our fouls all the blefifed benefits that 
come by him. 

O gracious Lord God ! our glorious maker, re- 
deemer and comforter, we defire to devote and give 
up ourfelves unto thee, to be taught and ruled by 
thces to fct up our reft aivd Vv^^^vu^fc \bl >icv^^ \ ^xA 
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to receive from thee all that thou knoweft to be 
needful and good for us. We look up to thee, we 
depend upon thee, we repofe all our truft only in 
thee. O forgive us, and receive us, take care of 
us, and provide for us ; be good to us, and never 
leave us nor forfake us, but condudt and guide us 
ftill by thy grace, till thou haft brought us fafe to 
the eternal fruition of thy glory. 

We blefe thy name, O God, that we have the 
renewed invitation to that heavenly entertainment, 
which our Lord Jefus has been pleafed to make for 
our fouls; where he offers himfelf, with all his 
blefled benefits, to be received by us, and fealed to 
us. When we fo often do break with our God, 
yet thy love and faithfulnefs, O Lord, and thy gifts 
and calling, which are without repentance, over- 
come our evil with good, to bring us back, and tie 
us afreih to thyfelf. Blefled be thy name, that we 
have fuch a powerful peace-maker, to make up our 
breaches, and attone for our offences, through that 
mercy-which endures for ever. 

O let us find fuch thy mercy, Lord, to pardon 
all our profanations of thy holy things, all our un- 
worthinefs, and abufes of thy facred ordinance; 
and alfo to teach and help us now, as we ought,, to 
come to it, and be concerned in it, and partake of 
it : O that we may be, at this time better difpofed 
than we have been for it ; and that yve may re- 
ceive greater good than yet we have done by it. 

O God our Saviour f Give us hearts appreheh- 
five of our loft eftate without thee, and of the great 
need that we have to be relieved, and fupplied by 
thee. Increafe our faith in thee, and inflame our 
hearts with the moft fervent longings after thee : 
that we may fet ourfelves to draw nigh to thee, and 
covet, above all defirable ihm^s vtv ^^ -w^^jC^^^ \si 
enjoy the bleffed commumoiv vi'vtlci x!cv^^. ^ ^'^'^^l 
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find, Lord, thy prefence with our fpirits, to make 
thy ordmance the favour of life unto our fouk. 
And let ot»r Lord be pleafed to come now and abide 
with U9, and be all in all to us ; and forgive our 
fins, and cover our deformities, and help our in- 
firmities ; and fupply us, and do us good according 
to all our neceffities. 

O fill up all that is wanting in our underftanding, 
our repenting, our believing, our living, our loving, 
and our hungrine and thiming after our Saviour, 
and his righteoumefs ; to make our communicating 
fafe and comfortable, and beneficial to ourfehres, 
and acceptable to our God, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord ; who hath taught us, after this manner . 
to pray. Our Father. 

Fourth Consideration. 

For Chriftmafs. 
Upon the Nativity of our Lord. 

Math. ii. 2. Where is he that is born king of the 

Jews? 

TIT HO would take him for a king, whom he 

^^ found in a ftable and a manger ? What figns 

of royalty to be feen in fuch a place and pofture ? 

Yet grant him born, and that will prove his inau- 

gration, who is Meflias ; not only the anointed of 

the Lord, but the Lord anointed himfelf. So faid 

the angels, Luke ii. ii. He is bom a Saviour, 

Chrift the Lord. Lord of all, becaufe maker of 

all \ without whom nothing was made, that was 

made, Jo. i. 3. Behold then, thy king comcth, 

Zech. ix. 9. Though Jowly, and without the pomp 

of outwsixA regalia ; for his kingdom was not of this 

world; he fJlunned every t\\\i\^ vVv^v \ookt ^reat 

vpon cdrth ; yet is it unfpeaVL2i)D\'j ^\3ov^^t\^ \qo\\^- 
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Iv kingdom ; and be. King ofKin^, amhLordoF 
Lords, Rev. xix. r6. Yea, over aB, God blpffed 
for ever, Rom. ix. 9. Tho' Jews difowned him ? Pro- 
tefting they had no king but Caefar. And upon his 
birth, all was done they could do, to extinguifh the 
title of this new king, who came of their blood, and 
the regal tribe ; yet rebels, difowning of their king, 
does not evacuate his right : they were only Jews 
outwardly, reputed his own, that received him not. 
All the genuine offsfpring, who came of Abraham's, 
feith, as well as his loins, gladhr fubmitted to his 
gracious yoke. And at this door Gentiles %lfo come 
in : for he was not promifed, to blefs only a fingle 
famUy, but all the nations of the earth. Gen. xxiU 
1 8. That in him alfo the Gentiles might truft. Rom^ 
XV. 12. Hence then it is, that I come to claim my 
own happy (hare. O may I fo know and hold the 
glorious privilege, as never to forfeit and lofe it ? 
and fo tread in faithful Abraham's fteps, as never 
to judaize, like the rebels, to >vhom remains no 
more facrifice for fin, nor further hope of mercy, af- 
ter rqefting the only remedy. For, as weak as he 
appeared in his birtn, he fhall ftrike even through 
kings in the day of his wrath. PfaL ex. 5. But 
how joyful may ^he children of Zion be in their 
king i to protect them in their dangers, and avenge 
them of their adverfaries? He bids them be of 
good chear, I have overcome the world. Jo. xvi. 33, 
And here may I look with great delight upon ma- 
jefty and glory, once cloudod under weaknefe and 
poverty. And learn of him, to defpife even the 
greateu things of this world, as too mean for the 
portion of any his faithful followers. And like thofe 
truly wife-men, who came from the Eaft, to feek 
and adore him ; let me make it my bufinefs^^ cvow v:^ 
enquire after him ; andlea^ve MviiKx^x.'a^^^-*'^'^ 
I may And him, formed \i\me) ^ v^^ ^^^^"^^^ 
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Bethlem -, who was born, that he might die ; and 
died once, that I might not die eternally. 

O what enquiry in th^ world concern me fo much» 
as to look after the Saviour of the world? that I 
may better know him, whom to know, is life eter- 
nal ; and feek hb face, and intreat his gracious fa- 
vour with my whole heart. And where fhaU I feek 
him ? I will feek him in the fcripture, where he bids 
fearch, as teftifying of him. I will feek in the 
church, where he has promifed his prefence, in the 
midft of thofe gathered together in his name. I will 
feek in the clofet, which he dire£is me to enter 
when I pray. I will feek him in the poor, whom 
he fends to afk of me fome of his own ; and lets me 
know that what I do to them, it is as to himfelf. 
And yet further, I will feek at the table of the Lord, 
in that facrament of his fupper, where I have his 
fenfible reprefentatives ; the memorials and figns, 
the means aud feals of his own appointing; in 
which I may, not only perceive, but receive Chrift 
Jefus the Lord. O never let me give him occa- 
fion to fay of me, as of thofe defpifers, John vi. 34. 

Ye will not come to me, that ye might have life : 
but put in for my own happy fhare in his infinite ful- 
nefs, and fly with greateft gladnefs to my only re- 
fuge, my foul's reft, and eternal bliis. 

To whom. Lord, fliould I go ? Thou haft the 
words, and the gift of eternal life. O let me be 
taught of God, to feek and find the Saviour of my 
foul. Blefled father of heaven, who didft fend him, 
draw me to him, and make me the true and happy 
partaker of him. 

Thou art the king of glory, O Chrift, the great 

Lord and lover of fouls, manifefted in our flefli ; be 

pleafed alfo to manifeft thyfelf to my foul. Shew 

me fo much of thy glory, that I may humbly revere 

3ind adore thee : and {hew t\vyfe\t fc ^t-j^^viw^^ otv 
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my behalf, that I niay ttiaft delightfully love and 
praife thee. Save Lord, and let die king of heaven 
hear me vrhen I call. Thou that art enthroned on 
h^,. regard the prayers, and relieve the neceflities 
of thy poor fubjeds and fervants here below. O 
rule ind rdgn- over me^ Lord, by thy fpirit and 
grace, till thou haft made tne fit to live and reign 
with thee forever, in thy heavenly kingdom and 
glory. Amen. 

Fifth Consideration. 

For. Good-Friday. : 

,.»•.■■. 

" " Oh the Paflion of our Lord. 

_ ■ • . 

, : .• 1 Cor. xv« 3. Chrift died for our fins, 

T^/f Y Lord Redeemer, who is the Lord of lifej 
^^ was pleafed to take upon him flefli and bloody 
and that mortal life, which is the fubje£t of fuffer- 
ing and death. He took not only our nature, but 
undertook for our debt. And what he endured and 
paid was as our furety, and in our ftead. He that 
had no fin of his own, was made fin for us, i Cor. 
v. laft ver. and the Lord laid on him the iniquity of 
us all. Ifai liii. 6. He was apprehended, arraigned, 
condemned and executed, as a malefadior. Thfc 
juft fullered, for the unjuft,iPet. iii. 18. and bore not 
Only the pain, but the blame of oiirfins, that he 
might be the' propitiation; for them, and put them 
away by the facrifice of hhnfelf, Heb. ix. 27. Be- 
cauie, without fhedding of blood, there is no re- 
miiEon : (ver. 22..) Therefore was he, who is called 
the Lamb, (lain from the foundation of the worlds 
(in the purpofe of God) afhially flain, in the ful*- 
ne&oftime; that we might have redemption thro* 
his blood, the fbrgiveneis of fm. Col. i. 14. Our 
guilt was transferred over to him) 2cad ovi y^:^^^^'' 
ment J^Jd upcnhim« 



^>\Ocw 



f W ) 

Su(£ wa^ the jgracious goodneft of our God, 
to fee all men loft without remedy : yet fudt 
holy juftice, . toinflidt the denounced p»enalty, 
he would admit ofa proxy: fuch aone^ by w 
the payment wa$ made in ftill; however, theb 
fk comes gratis to us* So would the grace of 
pardon the finner, and live the loft : yet do 
iiich a inanner, as (hould expreis his perfed p 
and wife care, to check bold Ilnners, and kee] 
world in perpetual awe, from rufhing upon 
guilt, which is the price of fuch invamable b! 
and venturing to dally and play with fuch forbi 
things, for which he would ib hardly be reconc 
not but upon the moft coftly terms. 

O may I look to M. Caivaiy, and fee (in i 
niefiil fhapes; to make me ever, dread prove 
that majefty, into whofe hands 'tis (o fearAil a 
to fall ! As I muft charge myfelf with the ^ 
innocent blood, by reaion of my deep fhare m 
fins that fpilt it ; fo let me dread to crucify th< 
of God afrefh, in makine light of the fins whicl 
him fojdear : and take me awful warning of ( 
giving,, to deter me from all prefumptuous fim 
and make me to wodcout my iaWation with iea 
trembling. 

Yet hire fee a d6or,of hope open to every 
tent (inner ; Aat the death of Chrift makes : 
and perfeA attonement, and his blood cleanfes 
all fin. I Joh. i. 7. Through this (Iream I 
iee life, and peace, and ialvation, flowing do^ 
me, under the confcience of fin 9 and take co 
in that rich grace, which abounds over al 
abounding fins. For why did the Son of Go( 
but for others fins ? why lay down his life, I 
iave fuch as were loft ? Ana though in the ni 
of fuch, I apprehend myfelf, and as one rea 
dig cternsdly j yet belicvvug 1 rascj \«n^ \i& tVv 
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hh name. Joh. xx. 31. And from his fufferings ancl^ 
death, learn not only to arraign and condemn my- 
felfy and bewail ana hate my iins, but alfo to ad- 
mire and blefs and doriiy the reliever of my mifery, 
for fuch an all-iiinicient remedy; and inftead of 
dreading to think of God, from whom I deferve no- 
thing but punifhment, I may here fee caufe to joy iii: 
Goo, through our Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom I 
have received the atonement. Rom. v. 11. I will 
go then to the communion of his body and blood, in 
that gracious ordinance, which is his own appointed 
means of conveyance, to put poor humbled iin- 
ners in pofleffion of his fo dearly purchafed falva- 
tion i and will not look upon it as my hard tafk, but 
my delicious feaft : to feed upon his iweet mercies 
and merits > diat finding the eafe and comfort,. I. 
may give him all the praife and gloiy. 

T>L^[ed Lord Jefus ! Thou haft for ever obliged 
" us to thyfelf i that thou didft not love thy own 
life even imto death, for the love of our fouls that 
were loft ; and muft for ever have perifhed, without 
this thy wonderful iavihg mercy. O that we may 
be (ennble and>thankfiil as we ought, for fuch kind- 
nefs and love of God our Saviour, and that it may 
be fb given to us, to believe in him, who died for 
our fins, that we may have life through his name : 
i^t Chrift may be our propitiation, through faith, 
in hb blood i and being jufdiied by faith, we may 
have peace with God through him* O help us,. 
Lord God our Saviour, (o to come to thee, that we , 
may find life and reft and falvation in diee ; and de- 
vote ourfelves to live unto thee, who died for us ; . 
and from the ground of the heart, may give diee 
ourfelves, and all our love, and thanks, andfervice, 
andpiaife« for evermore. Amietu 
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Sixth Consideration. 

For Eafter. 
On our Lord's Resurrection. 

Luke xxiv. 34. The Lord is rifen indeed, 

TlifY Lord's refurreftion from the dead, let me 
•^ "^ contemplate, as the greateft truth, and as the 
beft news. For confirmation of its truth, we have the 
concordant teftimony of angels, men, and women : 
all the difoiples and apoflles, to whom he fhewed 
himfelf at feveral times, in divers places and man-« 
ners ; now to one, now to another ; now to a few, 
now to five hundred at once. And to a particular 
perfon, that would not believe his own eyes, he 
condefcended, to make him take in the faith, even 
at his fingers ends. And for others, that did he- 
fitate, and knew, not what to think of the matter, 
he ufcd fuch means of convidion, that they could 
not withftand the evidence. Yea, their very. in?» 
credulity in the mean time, (that they were not at 
all eafy, but flow to believe) in a ftrong argument 
of the faft, to appear with fuch light, that they 
who flood out fo long, could withftand 'it no 
longer. 

. That ftory which the watch were bid fcatter, 
that his difciples, by night, ftole him out of the 
tomb, fo confutes itfelf, that if the refurredion 
wanted further proof, this very forgery might come 
in for teftimony. 

But after that it was cleared up to the eye of rea- 
fon, and even common fenfe, how like a mighty 
torrent did it break in upon the fouls, not only of 
thofe who belonged to our Lord, but of multitudes, 
that believed through their word ? How vigorous 
did it make the apoftUs iu tiv^ "^vj Qf their mini- 
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flry ? How mighty, not only to convince unbeliev- 
ers, but to work miracles, heal difeafes, raife the 
dead, caft out devils, convert nations, fubdue king- 
doms, and prevail wherever they came, (in a bet- 
ter fenfe than was objeded againft them) even to 
turn the world upfide down. In the power of this 
faith, they ventured their lives, and furmounted all 
that flood in their way, to make head againft them 
every where. 

Now here are the glad tidings, A&. xiii. 32, 33. 
That God has raifed up Jefus again, as was pro- 
phecied of old it fliould be. Here is the joy that we 
•can fay with Job, we know that our Redeemer 
liveth : though he was dead, he is alive for ever- 
more, and has the keys of both death and helK 
Rev. i. 18. We don't then believe in one to fave 
us, that could not fave himfelf: but by his rifing 
from the dead, he has confirmed the compleating 
of that which he faid on the crofs, was fmiihed. 
His death being a payment of the price to redeem 
us ; and his refurreflion, the feal of our redemp- 
tion ; and as the acquittance which God was pleaf- 
ed to give, that our debt was paid. Thus he rofe 
again for our juftification, Rom. iv. 25. To clear 
us of what was in the court of heaven agaiuft us. 
Our furety being fet at liberty, his refurreftion 
proves alfo our delivery ; fo that we may exult, as 
I Pet. i. 3. Blefled be the God and father of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who according to his abundant 
mercy, has begotten us again to a lively hope, by 
the refurredlion of Jefus Chrift from the dead. And 
infult the deadly enemy, as Rom. viii. 34. Who is 
he that condemneth ? It is Chrift that died : yea, 
rather, that is rifen again from the dead. 

'Tis not to plead what I have done : this will 
never avail to my juftification ; nor fo recommend 
mc to my judge, that he (hould 2lcq^\x. m^ v\V\^ 



\xv- 



( 70 ) 
tribunal : but my plea muft be, what my Lord Re- 
deemer has done for me. That he died, and is 
rifen: that I am a believer in this Saviour, and 
would be found in him, not having my own righ- 
teoufnefs, but that which is through the faith of 
him. Yet not pleading faith, as any bar to godly 
life : but juftifying that faith before the world ; 
(which is not bpund to take any ungodly man*s 
word for being a true believer;) 1 muft alfo rife 
with my Lord Redeemer, out of the grave of my 
old fins ^ and fhew that I am h rifen with him, by 
my living to him, above this world, with my 
converfation in heaven ; and following after him 
.in that way, which his example and his gofpd 
have trackt out to his king^Jom : and then, tho' 
ftill wanting and faulty, yet may I look for his lav- 
ing mercy. 

Prayer for Easter. 

/^ Lord our life, our ftrength and our Redeemer! 
^^ In whom whofoever liveth and believeth, fhall 
not fee death, but live the life moft bleded for ever. 
We believe that thou art the Son of God, and Sa*- 
viour of the world, who didft fufFer and die for our 
fins ; and (overcoming death) haft opened to us this 
gate of everlafting life. We defire with all our 
fouls, to magnify the Lord, and rejoice in God our 
Saviour : to give thee the glory of all thy fweet 
mercy; and of that moft wonderful love, which 
was ftronger than death, and (hewed even to fin- 
ners and enemies, in dying for our fins, and rifine 
again, to fecure to us what thou hadft purchafed 
for us. Thy name be for ever blefled, to whom 
v/c are fo eternally obliged. O that we may find 
the precious benefit of thy glorious rcfurrefticn, in 
our plenary juftification ! Yea, help us. Lord, to 
jufcify our unfeigned faith, by its holy fruits in our 
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>Kre, that we may rife with thee to newners of lik^ 
•and walk as thy redeemed in continual care to 
fdlow, and please, -and honour Ood our Saviour 
ibr ever. Aojen. 

Seventh Gok&idehation. 

For Whitfuntide. 

On the Defcent of the Holy Ghoft. 

I Thefllv. 19. ^tunch Hot the Spirit. 

\JLTllAT is this Spirit but the Holy Ghoft, whd 
^^ is of the fame Eiience withGod the Fathdr 
and the Son ? for the eternal Deity is but one^ 
there can be but one only living and true God, 
but one felf-exiftent Being and firft caufe of all^ 
-whois of himfelfreprefented to us in holyfcrip^ 
vture as Father, JSon, and Holy Ghoft^ M^ich are 
all but this one and the fame 'God, in divers ways 
and manners, of reprefentation and vEtion ; but tne 
third Perfon is peculiarly ftiled the Spirit, not only 
for his procefsfrom the Father and Son, but for his 
peculiar operation to infpire grace and holinefs into 
the hearts of all God's children, or, as the church 
exprefles it, fan^fybg all the eledt people of 
God. 

Now to quench this Spirit cannot mean any Afp- 
preffing of himfelf, which is impoffible to be done 
by all the power and vengeance of the devil and bis 
inftruments, (though that they may be faid to do 
which they carry as iuch whd much defire fo to 
tiave it i) but 'tis meant of the Spiiit's gifts and 
graces, bis holy motions and operations, when be 
infpires good thoughts and defires into the mind anil 
heart, inftead of cheriihii^ and promoting to en<* 
deavour the damping and fuppieffing them ; for 
the blefled Spirit, like fire, meds U^x %xA Vv<^^x 
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into the foul, to illuminate the mind, and inflame 
the heart, and confume filthy lufts. Now here to 
{hew an averfion and makeoppofition, is like da(h- 
ing on water to put out the lire, call^ alfo grieving 
the Spirit and refifting the Holy Ghoft. Though 
he be above all trouble, and abfolutely Almighty, 
yet, fpeaking after our manner, too often may I 
be guilty of fuch quenching the Spirit both in my- 
felf and others. 

In myfelf, when I withftand the light from on 
high, and ftifle conviSions, knowing the better, 
but doing the worfe, or refufe the motions, puttTng 
me upon the duties that are in my power to ptt~ 
form, as to hear, pray, relieve a poor creature, or 
doXome pious office for a wicked finner; or, when 
I TjLin upon the things perilous to my foul, againft 
the warnings and ftrivings of this good Spirit, to 
ilop me ; orj when I needlefsly involve myfelf in 
cares of this life, for filthy lucre, or love of the 
world, or indulge to carnal fecurity, and am all for 
humouring a luxurious body; thus I do, put myfelf 
in oppofition to the Spirit of grace. 

Though 'tis true none can thwart Omnipotence, 
or ever defeat his purpofes who worketh all in all^ 
yet as true that God has given his rational crea* 
tures a principle of freedom over their own adlions^ 
and deals with them as free agents in the way of 
teaching and arguing, to work upon them accord- 
ing to their nature, and deal with them as fuch con- 
fideriiig and felf-moving creatures which he has 
made them 5 which fhews me how much it con- 
ce^rns me to ufe my utmoft circumfpection and co* 
operation, tbat.I.nfgleS nothing lying in me to be 
ivon by the L#ord-8»ineans, and fo fecure my great 
eternal efFeiSs, efpecially that I beware of dillafting 
that bleiTed Spirit by which I am fealcd to the day 
0/ redemption. 

Aoain, 
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Again, I may be guilty of quenching the Spirit 
in others ; not only to damp my minifter's parts> 
and defeat his labours, in (hunning the opportu- 
nities of publick attendance, or making but a for* 
mality and diverfion of hearing that word which 
will be to me the favor of life or of death ; or gain- 
fa3ring and difcouraging fuch as fhew me the way of 
falvation, and quicken me to follow it, till all the 
application turns to no account but what is very 
ibrrowful. 

But in others alfo I may quench the Spirit by my 
ill carriage towards any oif the Lord's fervants who 
fet themfelves to live godly in Chrift Jefus, when I 
am for dafhing water on the fparks of life and grace 
in fuch as I fee walking after the Spirit, ready 
to curfe whom the Lord has blefTed, and all their 
ferious religion and exemplary converfation are 
only the fubje^l of my cavillation or deriflon. Such 
a fpirit of perfecution makes but a fcofFof all the 
holy Spirit's operation, though at their baptifm the 
prayer for every one was, that all things belonging 
to the Spirit might live and grow In them. O how 
many, called good chriftians, are fuch as nothing 
belonging to the Spirit will be endured by them i 
So impertinent as well as malignant are they to 
contradi£l even their own pretentions, when they 
would pafs for the children of God, and members 
of Chrifl, though the word is fo expreii againfl 
them, Rom, viii. 14. that as many as are the fons ^ 
of God are led by the Spirit of God ; and, ver. 9. 
if any man have not the Spirit of Chrifl he is none 
of his. Certainly they who were under his con- 
du(St would (hew more manners to the Majefly of 
heaven, yea, men but in their right wits never durfl 
bid fo defperately for that fin, which the Saviour 
himfelf tells them (hall never be forgiven, Luh y\\. 
1 6* Such as have any hopes Ufx oi ^\^x ^tv^jt^vcv^ 
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-that heaven, 'iWiithcr they can never come if fire 
ble£&d Spirit be not their convoy and helper, have 
loft all their fenfe if they learn not to fpeak v^th 
other tongues, as the Spirit gives them utterance, 
and not be fo frantick to rally even at the Spirit of 
God, as if they would tear htm out of heaven, and 
not endure him to prepare for that holy place any 
men upon earth. 

But leaving fuch to God's grace, and their own 
fad repentance, let me look home after I have been 
wafhed from my fins, and tafted the heavenly gift, 
have not I declined and loft the former concern and 
fervour? reckoning I do well to flack my pace, and 
keep a mean in religion, and call lukewarmneis 
difcretion. Having begun in the Spirit, do I think 
of being made perfed by the flefh ? O may I dread 
fuch wifdom that would tempt me to abate my de- 
votion, and draw back to perdition, and never be 
pleafed with myfelf till I have recovered that life 
and heal: which may make me fervent in fpirit 
ferving the Lord. 

If fools will make a mock of filthy fin, and feoff 
at that bleiled Spirit which fhould purge and fave 
them, never let me abide what is abomination to 
the Lord in that foul where he will be pleafed to 
refide, but yield myfelf fweetly to be overcome by 
that heavenly power which ftrives with our hearts 
only to win us to our eternal blifs, and fo may I 
experience that joy in the Holy Ghoft which un- 
fpeakably exceeds all the admired joys of this 
world. Though eating, drinking, drefling, and 
vain diverfion, be all the life of fuch as are go- 
verned by the carnal principle, may I ever know 
better things, and reft aflurcd that there are not 
pleafures in this world comparable to the .{cn(e of 
God's love in Chrift, and that moft reviving wit- 
jiefs of his Spirit with my fpirit that I am his child, 

"wvd 
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and the heir of his kingdom. Here may I makei 
appear my good tafte, that I have fo fweet a reli(h 
of things holy and heavenly as to pleafe my(elf 
with my books and my prayers, and pious confe- 
rence with fuch as are born of the Spirit, as muph 
as any can ever be pleafed with their' wild mirth 
and any lewd liberties of life ; for which I have a 
precedent greater than any now living upon earth, 
who could fay, all his delight was in the faints, 
SVhom he called the excellent of the earth, Pfalm 
xvi. 3. and as much could he fcorn all the rake's 
pleafures of (in, as they could ridicule his joy in the 
Holy Ghoft. 

And at this time, which fo many do make a 
madding- time, as if it were only the carnival 
wherein to commit all wickcdnefs with greedinefs, 
and run into fuch foul debaucheries as father them 
upon the unclean fpirit, may I find fome better 
exercife and worthier delights ; inftead of quench- 
ing the Spirit, following God as a dear child, and 
not make thofe called Holydays the prophaneft of 
all the year. 

For I cannot quench the Spirit, but I fhall 
wound eonfcience, and fadden my own foul ; but 
to hear what the Lord by his Spirit fays to my 
heart, and give myfelf to things worthy and holy, 
and fort myfelf with decent ferious company, will 
not only credit my name and do juftice to my pro- 
feflion, but fill my mind with that peace of God 
which pafTeth underftanding, and make me expe- 
rience that light of God's countenance fhining in 
upon my foul which will tranfport me with the joy 
unfpeakable and full of glory. 
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luftsy and make us lovers and followers of thy holy 
ways, vea, full of life and ftrength to do thy blef- 
fed will ; that we may not be carnally minded, 
which is death, but fpiritually minded, which is 
life and peaqe ; nor live after the flefh, but fb walk 
in the Spirit, yielding to his holy motions, and fol- 
lowing his heavenly condud, that we may find the 
fweet peace and heart's eafe now, and the height 
of all bleffings and rejoicing hereafter for ever. 
Amen. 

Eighth Consideration. 
Under any Diffarefles on Country or Family. 

X Pet. v. 9. Humble yourfehes under the mgbty 

hand of God. 

'T^RUE humility is feated in the mind, and if 
•*• my heart be not humbled 'tis but the (hew of 
humility 5 but the lower in my own eyes, the 
higher I am like to be in God's favour : 'tis his 
mercy fometimes to give me trouble, that I may 
be the more humble, and not over- value myfelf 
upon any profperous condition, which is but the 
pride going before deftrudlion, but find how good 
jt is to be chaflened, that I might not be ruined. 
As my lowly mind in an high eftate (hews the fenfe 
I have of God's bounty to one fo unworthy, fo my 
patience and humiliation in adverfity fpeaks my 
good remembrance of his authority to do what he 
will with me, as alfo his fatherly kindnefs by fome 
•prefent chaitifement to prevent my everlafling 
punifhment. Shall I murmur then to be afHidted, 
when 'tis of his mercy I am not confumed ? Why 
(hould a living man complain for the punifhment 
of his fin f Lam, ill. 39. Man that is a creature as 
cl^f in the hands of the polUt) ^<^%) a (inner, that. 
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however aow he fares, deferves abundantly worfe f 
Yet, when I do affli<^ my foul for fin, as well as 
groan under the crofs ; I (hall find comfort in the 
-rod, as well as the flafF. According to that pro- 
mife of my Lord, to look with favour unto him, 
that is of a contrite fpirit, and trembles at his word. 
Ifa. Ixvi. 2. He that fcatters the proud, and brings 
down the lofty, raifes even from the dud and duns- 
hill, the poor and lowly. Let me then, not only 
hear his inftru£lion, but bear his indignation : yea, 
kifs, as well as hear the rod, and not open my mouth 
at his doing ; but welcome the mellenger that is 
of his fending, and blefs the hand which chaftens 
for my profit ; that I might not run on to be loft, 
for want of fuch a check. The very affli£tion may 
be worth as much to me as my faIvation« 

In the day of adverfity then, I will not murmur, 
but confider ; nor be in fuch care to avoid it as to 
make my foul's advantage of it. When, to lie 
low, is to lie fafe : and though I fufFer, they are 
.counted happy that endure. lam, v. ii. Let it 
be the loweft room, or the hardeft place that I 
have, fo that it be in God*s houfe, and that I am 
his child ; let what he pleafes be my lot, I will not 
open my mouth againft his doing, nor faint under 
Jik chaftening. As long as I have the leave and 
encouragement to call upon him in the. day of 
.trouble, I will not repine at the malady, but make 
ufe of the remedy ; and ftill the more earneftly im« 
plore, the (harper things I endure : not complain- 
ing fb much of the painful crofs, as of my finful 
felf ; and hoping to get more and better by my fup- 
plication, than I lofe by my afflidion. 

r\ Lord our gracious God ! thou doft not afflift 
^^ willingl)r, nor grieve the children of mea^ bviJL 
for a feafon, if need be, we att vtvYi^vivwrfs^ n*V««v 

E ^ ^^^ 
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our cafe requires it ; and in thy care of us, thou 
feeft good to bring it upon us : fo we defire now to 
take thy affliflion, willingly yielding to it, and pa- 
tiently bearing it, to make our foul's advantage of 
it. O teach and help us fo to do, Our Lord and 
our God f As thou art pleafed to lay upon us the 
load of afHidion, fo grant us the grace of fubmif* 
fion ; and pour upon us the fpirit of fupplication, 
that we may not reludate againfl it, but humble 
ourfelves under it, and beg thy grace and help, to 
improve, as we ought, by it, that we may. not be 
the worfe, but much the better for it : and after we 
have been exercifed by it, may find the peaceable 
fruits, and happy benefit of it ; to the comfort of 
our fouls, and to the glory of thy mercy, in Jefu^ 
Chriil our Saviour. Amen. 



For the Afflicted. 

TpAther of mercies, and God of confolation ? who 
" comfortefl them that are cafl down, and art 
our refuge and help, in time of need and trouble. 
We feek unto thee, and call upon thee, in behalf 
of thy afHided, for whom we are now concerned'; 
intreating thy gracious favour, thy feafonable mcr»- 
cy, • and fuitabie relief, in his prefent trouble and 
mifery : that thou wilt be pleafed to deal gracioufly 
with him, and make the prefent evil work for good 
to him. O rebuke his malady, and fupport and 
comfort him under it, till thou eafe him of it, and 
openthe way of eicape, to deliver him from it. 
Blefs it. Lord, to his foul's health : to purge away 
his tins to promote his peace with God, and his 
fitnefs for a better place, by the repentance towards 
Ood, and faith unfeigned in Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
Amciu 
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For a woman in Travail^ 

CHew favour to thy fervant, Lord, in tinjc of her 
•^ need anddiftrefs. Be not far from her, when 
riie trouble is fore and heavy upon her : but let her 
find thy help at hand, according to the neceffity of 
her caie. O be thou her Saviour and mighty deli- 
verer, both for foul an^tody- Mitigate the panes, 
and make them tolerable to her : fupport her under 
them, and grant her a timely, fafe, and happy iflue 
out of them. Deal fo cracioully with her, we be- 
fetch thee," and be good and kind to her ; for thy 
mercies fa^9 in thy, dear Son our bleiT^d Saviour. 
Ameo. 

Under fome publick Calamity. 

9^ IS ai> evU wicked worlds and' that makes it 
^ alfo a trQublefome dangerous, wodd which we 
live in ; where- deep caUeth unto deep^ ^ one ter*- 
For and difafler after another^ alarms QUf fe^rs, and 
makes us go with our lives in our hands, as not 
Knowing bow.foon we fiiall be out of all here, and 
our place no more to be found. Unto whom fiiould 
we feek for relief, but unto the moft high God, 
who nileft in the kingdoms of men^ and d^ what- 
^fir tbQu pleafeft in heaven and. in earth I Our e^es 
are towards thee, O Lord, and all our expe£iatibn 
U from thee, to do for us what we need, the great 
things, worthy of God : though it would be juft 
with thee, to give us up unto enemies on earth, who 
have carried as fucb enemies againft heaven ; yet- 
for thy name fake, O Lord, defer thy anger ; and 
for thy praife, refrain from cutting us off. Inftead 
of our ill defer ts, O remember thy own tender mer- 
cies ; and do not abhor us nor forfake us, but fipacef' 
U8 and. forgive us.: and fo fave u% it^xiw ^^^"^ ^vgw%^> 
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that thou mayeft alfo fave us from all the evils and 
judgments, which they threaten to bring upon us* 

Thou haft been our help, and done great and 
wonderful things for us ; O leave us not, nor ibr- 
fake us, blefled God of our falvationj but fcatter 
the black clouds hanging over us, that look fright- 
ful upon us. And under the (hadow of thy wings 
let us find our refuge, till thefe calamities be over- 
paft : that we poor helpleif flieep of thy pafture, 
preferved and defended by thee, (O God our fhield) 
may evermore give thanks to thee, in thy holy 
church, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 



A' 



On any Time of Thanksgiving. 

PfaL cxivi. I. Praife ye the Lord: Praife the Lord^ 

O nyfouL 

Fter all that the Lord has done for me, what 
can I give him, but the praife of his own 
gifts ? Not arrogating to myfelf, but afcribing all 
to him, as I do receive all from him. He did liot 
make me to get any thing by me ; but to commu- 
nicate of his own goodnefs to me. The whole 
world can make no addition to the world's creator. 
But we have all the benefit ; and how meet that we 
(hould give him all the glory ? By this means, may 
I fecure the good I have, and ftand fair to receive 
all that I defire. 

Never can I want matter for his praife, who is 
ilill good to me, ftill doing for me, and heaping 
blefTings upon me. But at fome times, I have the 
call and engagement, more efpecially and abun- 
dantly to praife him. Such a time is the prefent ; 
not only to ftir up my own foul, but all about me, 
to magnify the Lord with me, that we may exalt 
his name together; and even in point of juftice, to 
i endevhim all the glory,from Y^hota we have all the 
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food : who is not only the grcateft, but the beft o* 
eings ; that does the moft endearing things, to ap* 
prove his love, and engage ours. And whether 
will my poor efiate extend, but only ftill to ac- 
knowledge the debt, which I am never able to pay I 
Going with a heart full of his love, and overflow- 
ing with his praife, *Twere brutiCh to devour the 
blefllings, ^without looking up to the hand that fends 
them ; and how unfit fhould I be to tafte the good, 
which I am too ftiiFto own ? but even ingenuity, 
as well as piety, will teach me to eye my Lord 
in every mercy ; and Oiew me a peculiar endear-^ 
ment, to engage my heart, becauie they come from 
fuch a hand. 

Thus may God's people be evermore a rejoicing 
people : nor does it onfy become them, but behove 
them to be thankful. Even under troubles and 
dangers, they can blefs the Lord, that it is no 
worfe with them ; and that there's any hopes of 
better for them. And from the very fenfe of their 
unworthinefs, may they much heighten their praifes.. 
As Gen. xxxii. ic and 2 Sam. vii. 18. Such as 
count themfelves lefs than the leaft of all God's 
mercies,^ and .bear in memory their poor fetting 
out in the world, admire their fuccefs, and abound 
in God's praife. Such is the delightful work of the 
blefled in heaven : and what fo fweetens our reliv 
gion here on earth, as the joyful and pleafant things 
to be thankful ? Yea, what fo recommends it to^ 
the world i which is not fo miich taken with iighs 
and groans; as with hymns. and fongs of praife. 
To promote which melody, let me keep catalogues 
of God's fweet mercies in my mind and .memory, 
and not forget all his benefits, though it be not 
poffible to remember every one. Let thofe of tK^ 
fuft magnitude, and fweeteft ttv^^^^ta^tvx.^ Tec^^s.^- 
fjuch furrows in my breaft, w\\et^ \ tiwj fe>N .^'^^ 
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precious feed of gratitude, to produce a flourii 
crop of pvaife. And when the God of all g 
pours in that oil of gladnefs, which makes rrn 
with an enlarged heart in the way of his comms 
O let that be treafured up among the chc 
bleifings. For being in fuch manner engagi 
the Lord, the more ftill fliall I love his work, 
delight to do his will. And though libertines 
never be merry but in the broad way of theii 
and vanity ; I will fing in the way of the Lord, 
take the greateft delight in that here, which 
bring me the joy unfpeakable, and that pie: 
which fhall laft for ever. 

General Thanksgiving 
For mercy to the Public. 

T T is a good thing to give thanks to the I 
-*• and to fing praife toihy name, O moft 1 
For thou, Lord, haft made us glad thro' thy w 
and we will triumph in the operation of thy ht 
Thou haft commanded deliverance for us, (hov 
down thy bleifings upon us, fent profperity 
good things to us. The Lord of hofts has 1 
with us ;• the God of Jacob was our refuge, 
have not only heard with our ears, what ou 
thers have declared to us, of thy wonders, O L 
in their days, but have feen with our eyes, and 
joyful experience tells us what thou haft gracic 
done, in the prcfent times ; to turn away evil f 
«s, and prepare mercies and comfort for us, i^ 
our fins filled us with fears, that we fhould not 
to fee any fuch good, the Lord that knows ho^ 
deliver, has made us a way to efcape, repaired 
ruinous ftate, and made eveuxVv^^iQVxwboue 
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Though we arc unworthy,, and have been for. 
provoking, that all thy kindoefs to us but enflames. 
the heavy account of our fins againft us ; becaufe - 
the better we have fared at thy hands, the worfe re- 
tiirns thou haft had from oyrs : yet thou haft not 
only fpared us in our fins, but fuccoured u& in our 
flraits. And to crown all our deliverances^ deliver * 
U8, OLord, wepr^ythee, frono the ingratitude oC 
Qur hearts, and the. rebellion of our lives, tiiatallj 
the precious feed thou haft fo long beea fowing^ 
ajnoDg us, may be feen in fpme more agreeable 
fruits producdd by us. And fp, from the ground 
of the heart, unto thee, O God, will we give- 
thanks, and fing forth the honour of |hy name, , 
s^d triumph in thy glorious praife, a& long as we. 
, have our beingr Amen- . 

For, pneVefcap^ out of Sickness, , 
Or any great Danger. . 

}t, O Lord, the humble thanks and praife * 
of thy fervant, who defires to pay the vows^ 
his lips have uttered, and his mouth hath fpoken • 
lyJben he was in trouble ; and to give, thee all th& 
gipcy of his happy recovery. When danger threat* 
ened„ thou, h^ft brought bin^. back frooi the brinks 
of th<^ grave, and kept hini from going down to the - 
pit of qorruptipn. O may he never forget the mer- • 
cy (hewed him, and the ^eat things thou haft 
done for him : but evjer walk thankfully befpre > 
thee, and endeavour in all things tp pleale tjhee ; 
living, (as one brought from the^deaidj in thy,holy/ 
fear andjoye^ a)l the'd^ys o^ his life. . Amen* . 

After a woman's faic, Delivery. . 

^ Q D is our refuge and ftrength, aprefent faelav" 
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• 

Lord, who haft remembered thy fervant in her low 
eftate, commanded deliverance for her, and brought 
her through great and fore troubles, to experience 
the greatnefs of thy power, and the fweethels of 
thy mercy, which thou haft fo gracioufly mani- 
felted, in die time of her extremity ; to keep her in 
fafety, and bring her out of diftrefs, to give thee 
praife and glory : in rendering of which we defire 
to (hare. And for this, and all thy great goodnefs, 
whereof we had fo large experience; thine, O gra- 
cious Lord our God, be the bleffing and honour 
and thankfgiving, both prefent and everlafting. 
Amen. 

A new Paraphrafe on the Creed, Lord's 
Prayer, and Ten Commands, 

A Paraphrafe on the Creed. 
Mar, ix. 24, Lord^ I believe j help thou my unbelief, 

(I believe in God the Father Almighty Maker of 

heaven and earth.) 

T Am fully perfuaded, that there is a moft high 
•* and eternal being, purely of himfelf, who has 
all perfeftion and blifs in himfelf. Who never be- 
gan, never ihall ceafe to be ; but was, is, and will 
be for ever moft blefled : for if fuch a one were not, 
never could any thing at all that is, have been. In- 
numerable things I fee which had a beginning, and I 
am fure they could not produce themfe]ves,but muft 
derive from one that had no beginning. And many 
agents of the animal kind do I fee, curioufly working 
for ends unknown to themfelves; which therefore 
muft needs be direded and enabled by an invifible 
po wer; without the belief of whom , all religion would 
pea vain thing. But to oNVuVAm) mv&xv^^^^Tv^^<& 
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me to fear, and love, and truft, and ferve him ; as 
the father, and author of my natural being, and 
alfo of my better being, by his grace. One that is 
Almighty, able to do all that ever he will ; and to 
order every thing with the authority of an abfolute 
fovereign, controlled by none. I acknowledge him 
as the maker of heaven and earth ; the whole con- 
tents of the univerfe came not of themfelves, or by 
chance, but as commanded out of nothing, by his 
bare word : that he might do good to others, not 
to make himfelf the better, which he neither need- 
ed to be, nor ever could be. O may I admire and 
adore him, as my incomprehenfible creator, and 
dutifully obferve and attend him, as one who am 
made for his ufe and pleafure. And then, as I am 
his child and fervant, I cannot have too high expec- 
tations from him, who will be fure to take care of 
his own, and provide for them unfpeakable things^ 
to make them the moil blefied for ever. 

(And in Jefus Chrift his only Son our Lord.) 

JEfus is one that faves us, and the only one that 
has it in his hands, fo to do for us : but fave 
me he will, giving up myfelf (in his way) to be 
faved by him : for he is God*s Chrift, inaugurated 
to that blefled office ; and appeared in the fulnefs of 
time, according to all the prophecies of him from 
the beginning ; approving himfelf to be the only 
Son oi God, and Saviour of the world, command- 
ing nature by his miracles, and fetting up a doc- 
trine quite crofs to the genius of the world ; which 
yet (by the plain fpeech of very unlikely agents 
whom he made choice of) prevailed to pro^lyte 
mighty nations, and fubdue all things to himfelf. 
Now, that I may find this Chrift my Jefus, I mud 
take him for my Lord, and i^ot A\<^?l\^!^ ^^ \i«.^ 
caufe by my ill life ; to coniuia\iA^d^\w>icvw \^- 
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je£ting of him, when they fee fuch as calKth 
felves his followers, no better than others. M 
better learn him and ferve him, and fo find c 
not only to believe, but alfo to rejoice in him ; 
flight all elfe to win him ; and cleave with del 
in fuch faithfulheis to him^ that nothing may. 
be able to feparate me from him. . 

(Who was conceived by the Holy Ghoft, bor 

the Virgin Mary.) 

Y Lord, who is very God, became alfo 
man ; uniting both the divine and hupian 
ture in the fame glorious Mediator. Not begc 
by man, nor conceived by the virgin, who k 
not a man, but by the miraculous operation of 
Holy Ghoft : that he might be a Redeemer ui 
ceptionable, the undeiiled lamb of God, that t 
away the fins of the world. And O what heav 
comfort may I expeA from a Saviour in my 
nature ? What tender compailion from fuch an 
dertaker ? How can I ever enough admire the ] 
of glory, flooping in fuch humility ? Not difd 
ing to become the Son of man, that he migh 
the Saviour of the world. And not. the left, 
more will I extol my God mofl high, for coj 
{tending (o low. Yea, I will give all honour 
only his honour) to the Mother of my Lord ; 
ver enduring to hear her defpifed, whom all g< 
rations fhall call blefled. 

(Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, ( 
and buried : he defcended into hell.) 

OTill more flrange humiliation, beyond the 

^ carnation ! Though God be abfolutely im 

Jible, and far above all pofKbility of dying ; ye 

that was God, taking uipou him a human foul 

body, could and did, bo\h iolE^ 2xv^^\^% K\ 

I 
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the breeding but of a penitent for fin, under the- 
wourided fpirit^ be counted intolerable, O what 
forrow ever like to his forrow, who bore the weight 
of all our fins ? I not only believe that nioft cruel 
execution, under all the circumfiances defcribed ; 
but tremble at the juftice of heaven, that required 
fuch an attonement. Yea, I arraign mvfelf, and 
abhor my fins, as one caufe of his moft grievous 
fufFerings. And I admire his love, (furpaffing know^ 
ledge) ft) to faVe me from the fuffering everlafting ;. 
by dying, to dcftroy him who had the power of 
death ; and fo to bring life, even from the dead. 
He was buried, (laid in the tomb, where his fiefh 
refted in hope, to hearten all his followers againft 
the melancholy and ter.rors of the grave : but tho* 
he defcended into hell) I cannot think it was that 
of the damned ; either to deliver fouls from that 
place, whence there is no redemption, or to preach 
to the dead ; fome of which did not need it ; and 
the reft might have no benefit by it, rior yet do I 
think it was, to triumph over the devils, which he 
did upon the crofs. Col. ii. 15. But he went into 
that invifible ftate of the dead, where bodies lie 
fi^arate from their fouls, 2^ where God would 
. not leave bis foul. So does the Lord Almighty raife 
by demolifliing, and quicken even by killing. 
May I likewife, by humiliation, feek my exaltati- 
on, and not (hrink fi-om the crofs on earth, that I - 
may partake of my Saviour's glory in heaven. 

(The third day he rofe again from the dead.) 

'T*Hpugh the Saviour of finners was to lay down 
^ his fife, that th^ might riot lie under riie pu-. 
niftment of eternal oeath ; yet was it not poiSble 
that he (hould be detained in the gcave^ ^^Vicv v^ "^^ 
Lord of Jifc ; upon whpfe TefutTerootv Yv^tvg* ■«& tk^ 
/klvadm. For bow couW he its^ «vt> n<^^ ^"^l^ 
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not able to fave himfelf ? But the Father of my Lord 
has begotten me to a lively hope, by his refurrec- 
tion from the dead. Of which J have all the proof 
that I can wi(h, to full fatisfa^£Uon ; and hence do 
I fetch everlafting confolation, that my debts are 
paid, becaufe my furety is difcharged. And here 
do I fee the engagement, to honour and fandliiy 
that day, upon which he compleated the new cre- 
ation of the world ; as alfo to rife with my Lord^ . 
out of the grave of my fms, and lead the new life ; 
that having part in that firft refurre£lion, I may not 
only efcape the fecond death, but fee the eternal joy 
of his falvation. 

(He afcended into heaven, and fitteth at the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty) 

'Tp H E king of glory, emerging out of his volun« 
'^ tary humility, went up triumphant, (like him-^ 
felf ) before many fpec^tors, to his high and glor 
rious throne above 5 to reign in royal majefty, and 
cxercife all authority 5 to beat down his foes, and 
prote£l his fervants; to receive their fuits, and 
grant all that they afk asight at his hands. O may 
I follow hard after him, (who before-hand has^ 
taken up our natutejl till I come to fit down in the 
kingdom of our Father. May the Spirit from on 
high wind up my heart thither, to be with my Sa- 
viour, and my treafure ; ftill afpiring after, till I 
reach to be ever with the Lord. 

(From thence he (hall come to judge the quick and 

the dead.) 

GOD has committed all judgment into the hands 
of his eternal Son, who fhall defcend from the 
fupreme parts of the world, as judges ufe to come 
from the head city of iVve tvaxvotu He that was 
judged of men^ will be t!i^c juA^^ o^ ^ ^^^% \^^ 



( 89 ) 
the comfort of his followers, and terror of his de^ 
fpifers : impartial to all, in rendering according to 
their works. Man that is a refpondble creature, 
having a law to rule him, and talents to be im- 
proved by htm, fhall be called to account ; and 
God that is perfedUy righteous, will, for certain, 
fet all right hereafter, that was not done here* 
This, reafon tells me, and further does my confei- 
ence fuggeft, what I have done, and what I am to 
exped. But holy fcripture is moft exprefs, rn af* 
furing us of the aay, and acquainting us how all 
ihall then be carried. O may I believe and pon- 
der it, and make my utmoft benefit of the notice ; 
-to fet me right in my thoughts when I am apt to 
ftumble, at the feeminginequalityof God's ways ^ 
and b to know the terrors of the Liord, as to per* 
fuade others ; and dread to do the wicked things 
myfelf, which will make that day intolerable : ncN 
ther prefuming on my own falfe heart, or any 
others flattering opinion : but let fin look never fo 
pleafing, may I ftrike it dead with the remem« 
wance of this fad reckoning. Yet let it raife my 
heart, and revive my fpirit, that my Redeemer and 
advocate is to be my judge; who will never con- 
demn me, when (upon any favourable conftrudion 
of his gofpel) he can fave me. Let it alfo bear me 
up under all cenfures and hardihips in the world i 
little regarding how I am judged of others, when 
my own heart condemns me not ; nor taking upon 
me to judge others hearts, when things appear fair 
without ; but exercifing my ftriSnefs at home, in 
fo judging myfelf, that I may not be condemned of 
the Lord. Let me ever and anon be looking out 
beyond this world ; and preparing for the coming 
of my Lord. So paying my daily homage to him^ 
that I may have boldnefs in the day of my ap- 
pearing before him j and mvj ixA ^tsl xw^j^r. 
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day of the Lord, the mofl joyful of all d^ys tc 
foul. 

(I believe in the Holy Ghoft,) 

A S my faith muft have regard Co my Makei 
•^^ Redeemer, fo to the eternal Spirit of both 
Sandlifyer, as the divine intellci^ual fubiiftenc 
whoo:^ holy fcripture afcribes not only peri 
a^ons, but the very name, works, and attril 
of God, in whofe name, according to our L< 
own order, I was baptized equally as in the n 
of Father and Son : to him therefore mu^ I 
equal duty and glory, not cry I believe in him 
yet dare to blafpbeme him, in deriding the bl 
work wrought by him, but fee my own need c 
holy operation for applying to me all my L< 
redemption ; becaufe, if I have not the Spiri 
Chrift I. am none of his, and except- he regen< 
me I cannot, enter the kingdom of God. O 
I not only own his divinity, but implore his g 
to quicken and renew me, to guide and help 
fandHfy and comfort me, and efteem the jc 
the Holy Ghoft above all other joys in the wo: 

(The holy Catholick Church,) 

THE church is a feleS company called oi 
the reft of the world, truly to worfhip the. 
God; and the feveral congregations of Chrif 
snake up one univerfal church. Though they 
have fome different rites ^nd modes, yet have 
but one fupreme head, the great Shepherd 
Biihop of fouls, and no church is above his ^k 
by which all mufl be ruled. All found belie 
and godly, righteous, and fober liver?, are 
church's true members. This church is holy 
as to its vocation and obligation ; our Lord 
bimfcli (or ity to puriiY a ^tc\A\2kX ^^o^le to ; 
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feif; and it iscatholtck for teaching all needful 
truths, and requiring univerfal obedience to all 
God's revealed will, for all graces given in it to 
make its members perfect, and for its difFufiveneft 
all over the world, extending to all nations and 
perfons that name the name of Chrifl ; as alfo for 
time, extending itfelf from the beginning to the 
world'-s end, fo that the gates of hell fhall not pre- 
vail againfl it. 

I believe this church : In giving fuch a deference 
to it aa the Samaritans did to the woman, y^bn iv« 
&ft,' for what (he told them, but, ultimately, for 
what they received from the Lord. My care mutt 
be to keep in the communion of this diurch^ bo- 
caufe fuch as ihall be faved are faid to be added 
to it. Aifs ii. 47. Though 1 cannot believe that 
all whpm Rome excommunicates are under a 
fentence of damnation: no fuch mother or mi- 
flrefa of churches do I own, but only Jerufa-- 
lech above; no authority of any churdi above 
that . (cripture on which every church is to de- 
pend. That church which ufurps and mono* 
potizes now the name of catholick, I own to be ^ 
true church as far as an adultrous \nfe may be a 
true wife, but neither found norgood ; and thougli 
the fcbifm they throw at our heads be not only a. 
hard word, but' in itfelf' a wicked thing, yet no 
danger here to leave grofs errors, and purge oiit 
filthy corruptions \ not any worfe fchifmaticks thtAv 
they who drive others from them by unfcripturat 
terms and antichriftian impc^tions. I belibve the 
church to be holy, and cannot hope to be faved bjv 
being of it, without the holinefs rec^^uired in it. l£ 
I am joined to it but as a wooden leg to the body,, 
the privilege will prove then nothii^ to my ad- 
vantage, but the means of falvation will rather a^ 
eravate mj condemnation ; not <^o\i\.4i \ ^"^ "^ 



( 9* ) 
fouler fcandal on a Chriftian fociety than tc 
myfclf a ion of the church, when I am a 
fiiuSf child of the world, and my life father 
on that wicked one who is called the god o: 
world ; to cry aloud for the church, even a 
have put myfelf paft fpeaking fober fenfe, 
make me indeed militant, contending to no 
purpofe, only to mifrepreient mv church 
wretched den to harbour any fuch vile memben 
' I believe the catholick church, for if I am i 
it, I am of none, nor any member under the I 
if not united to the body. But I defpife al 
noife which Rome makes with the name and 
fenfe, to confine catholick only to their parti 
fe£t, and that outward pomp cry'd up for a fij 
the church may rather fignify it to be none g 
true. The worft things may flourifh with the 
titles, as drunkards may call themfelves goo( 
lows, a pack of thieves may go under the nai 
honeft blades, and infamous ftrumpets take a 
to be complimented as fine loving creatures 
according to what I am, and not as I wou 
called, iHall I be judged ; therefore will I nol 
to this, that I belong to a found and true ch 
nor glory that I am a good proteftant when 
a bad man ; for, however I may pafs in the v 
without holinefs I (hall not fee the Lord. N 
to all that go in (heeps cloathing, but oi 
iheep indeed, who hear his voice and follow 
will he give eternal life, and from ferving ii 
militant advances them to rejoice in the cl 
triumphant. 

(The communion of faints,) 

XTIT H O are the faints but holy perfons, fe] 

^^ from the vain and vile converfation o 

prcfcnt evil world, aivd d^voltd ta the ferioi 
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vke of our Lord ? Their great perfecutors narrow 
the name to fuch in their kalendar, than (bme of 
which that ftand there none more unfit to bear it. 
Pharafaick ftritSlnefs about the outfide of the platter, 
and bitter vengeance againfl the Spirit of holinefs^ 
may ferve to dub fome Komifli faint, but no fainjl; 
in truth, unlefs renewed by God's fandlifying fpirit. 
And what's this communion but holy men's fellow- 
(hip among themfelves, and with their Lord ; hav- 
ing fuch a frame of heart and way of life as unites 
them with Chrift's living members in graces and 
duties, in love and dearnefs, in worfhip and con«* 
ferences about things holy and heavenlv, with an 
earneft defire to promote each other's real and eter- 
nal felicity. 

My believing this communion is not only the 
owning of fuch a thing, but making it a point of 
my practice as well as article of my faith, being of 
one heart and foul with the multitude of believers, 
and keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace. But what like this, when I fpight a man 
even for his holinefs, and am all for other kind of 
leagues, drunken or lewd fellowship, fcoffing com- 
panions, the brotherhood in iniquity, or crew of 
blafphemers, that are for running down the whole 
generation of God's children as intolerable troublers 
of the world ; fuch as hate nothing more than to 
be reformed, and infpe6l their companions left they 
fliould efcape out of the devil's fnare, and are the 
fpies upon one another that he may lofe never a 
one. What do they make but the greateft derifion 
of the faints communion ? and whoever will be 
more pious (hall be to them but ftill more odious. 

O may I with more fenfe believe this article, 
and begin fome of that communion on earth which 
I hope to find perfedled in heaven, fo joining with 
God's faints now in holy Uvii\^> v>^^x. V^x^'^Sxsst 
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I may be numbered with them in the glory ever- 

lifting. 

(The Forgivenefe of Sins,) 

'T^HE guilt which binds to punifhment is upon 
; -^ me, and fm lies at the door ; till by pardon 
'tis removed confcience losds me, and what can 
eafe me till grace abfolve me? and what^s that ab- 
folution but God's merciful a£l through Chrift's 
propitiation, without which fhedding of blood 
there is no remiffion ? Prieftly abfolution is but 
declaration, nor can any pardon be purchafed by 
moneys fuch dofes of catholick opium may ftupify, 
they never heal any ; but God's terms of repen- 
tance, confeflion, prayer, faith in his Son, and 
charity to men, muft be performed that I may be 
pardoned. And O, how rich is this grace of for- 
givenefs with the Lord ! God in Chrift reconciling 
the world to himfelf can never enough be admired 
till in that eternity, which will (hew the everlaft- 
ing mifery from which I was fo mercifully delivered. 
How ftould I love and magnify the reliever of my 
mifery, the forgiver of my iniquity ? A pardoning 
God ! a dying Saviour ! fuch mercy and plenteous 
redemption with the Lord eafes my mind, and 
wins my heart. Blefs the Lord, O my foul, and 
all that is within me blefs his holy name, who for- 
giveth all thy fins, and healeth all thydifeafes, giv- 
ing me fuch abundant caufe to joy in God, thro' 
Jefus Chrift our Lord. 

(The Refurredion of the Body,) 

'TpHAT this very, body of flefli, after it is quite 
-■' demolifhed by death, {hall be reftored again to 
life, there is no poflibility in nature, therefore was 
it derided by the philofopher, ^^j xvii. i8. But 
that be who make it out of nothing fhould raife it 

Qcrain 
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again out of its ruins, can neVer be thought in- 
credible to any that o\/(rn a Lord Almighty. A6it 
xxvi. 8. Reafon might incline me to hope tliat my 
immortal foul (hould not be joined to fuch a partner 
a& is' fhorter liv'd than fome of the brutes, and leave 
ic fo quickly never to hear of it apain in an- 
other itate. fiut the word of eternal truth puts 
dhe matter paft all peradventure, yohn v. 8,- 9. 
The hour is coming in which all that are in the 
grave (hall hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
come forth* jf^sxxiy, 15. There fhall be arefur- 
recSion both of the juft and unjuft. PhiL iii. 21. 
The Lord (ball change our vile body, that it may 
b« faihioned like to his glorious body ; and becau^ 
God hath faid it I do believe it, and comfort my- 
felf in it againft the fears of death, and all the dif- 
«fters of this life. But O, how dreadful to ungodly 
(nners, that they (ball appear before the moifholy 
eternal judge iilthofe very bodies which they have 
fo fliamefiilly abufed, as (hops of fatan, finks of 
tindeannefs, and inftruments of rebellion againft 
the Lord that made and boqght them ? that they 
fliall fmart in the fame dear fleih which they threw 
away by humouring its lufts, and reap, according to 
fuch fowing, corruption, fhame, and punifhment 
everlafting. 

But what an engagement is this article upon me 
to exercife myfelf in all the ways of temperance, 
fobriety, chaftity, humility, and charity? not to 
ruft my body in idlenefs, nor overcharge it with 
exceiles, nor fink it down in worldlinefs, nor ever 
commit uncleanefs with greedinefs, but keep it as 
fuch an undefiled member of Chrift, which muft 
rife and live ag^iin hereafter, and according as I ufe 
it here, go ottm mifery or reign in glory elfewhere 
for ever* 
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(And the Life evcrlafting. Amen.) 

OUCH a living do I believe after death as never 
^ any nvire to die, and not only bare living, but 
the glorioujs life never ending. There's not an end 
of the faitnful at their graves; no, but then they 
begin to be happy creatures, which they (hall for 
ever abide, not only in a freedom from all the evil 
of fm and fuiFering, but the full fruition of all that's 
good and fweetly entertaining, every thing as it 
mould be to the heart's wifhes, both, in foul and 
body. Bodies fpiritual and beautiful, all over de- 
lightful and immortal ; fouls luminous and holy, 
full of love and joy unfpeakable, in the centre of 
their reft, and at the end of ail their defires. 

Reafon inclines me to look upon man as a crea- 
ture defigned for fuch a future ftate of happinefs as 
all who well underftand themfelves do afpire after, 
which here they cannot obtain ; but God's own 
revelation puts the matter beyond all hefitation, 
when my hope is of that eternal life which God 
that cannot lie hath promifed. Tit, i. 3, I am 
more concerned then how to ufe than to prove this 
truth, which teaches me to foar above this world, 
and be fo fwallowed up in contemplation of things 
to come as to count all but poor and mean here 
below, and neither pine at the ungodly's profperity, 
nor be pufFed up with my own, nor think mylelf 
undone to be afflidled, as feeing that before me in 
which I fhall be completely fatisfied, and of it never 
be deprived ; therefore fo to incline after it and 
long for it as never to be damped or bribed by any 
thing prefent to forget or flight it, but (hew the foul 
truly wife and worthy in my readinefs to forfake all 
for it; and that I may not refemble thofe who cry, 
as they hope to be faved, when no manner of good 
reafon can they give for fuch their hope. May I, 
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by a holy heart and life, be fiill preparing for it, 
and fo concern and btify myfelf to do the work of 
Jieaven that I may ftand fair to mherit the joys of 
heaven, and now believe and live godly that I may 
attain there to live and reign eternally. 

A fhort Paraphrafe on the Lord's Prayer. 

Matt. vi. 9. AfierthU manner pray ye. 
(Our Father which art in heaven.) 

'Y^O thee, O Lord, we come with trufl: and 
•■• comfortable expefiation, as the children of 
thy family, and we humble ourfelves before the 
chrone of thy glorious Majefty, as fubjeds and fer* 
vants, vile and unworthy. 

(Hallowed be thy name«) 

%^AY all the world adore and glorify thee, O 
^^ Lord, according to the difcoveryof thyfelf, 
which thou haft been pleafed to make, not only in 
thy word, but alfo in thy works, .which do all of 
them declare how infinitely great and good thou 
art 

(Thy kingdom come.) 

AS thou. Lord, art the rightful Sovereign, 
Owner, and Governor, of all things in heaven 
Und earth, fo may thy fpiritual kingdom alfo pre- 
vail throughout the world, to break down the king* 
dom offinand fatan, and all antichriftian powers; 
and may it come in power to all our hearts, that 
thou mayft reign over us by thy gra$:e, till thou 
h^Sc made us fit to reign with thee in thy glory. 

F ^M 
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(Thy will be done on earth, as it is in he 

"OEveal thy will, O Lord, to fuch as ki 
-*^ not ; and make our wills compliant with 
in all that thou requireft of us, and in all tha 
layeft upon lis. Let nothing be fo pleafing 
as that which is pleafing to our God, that w< 
ferve thee, not only becaufe we muft do it, fc 
caufe we Jove it. And thus let us copy aft 
blefled above, according to our capacity, t 
come to join with them in thy heavenly glory 
may our pipus exercife here on the way^ b< 
as mall help to prepare us for all the gloriou 
(ions 9t the end. 

(Give us this day our daily bread.) 

Ill we reach to the blefled end of our fait! 
cious father, fupply us with all things r 
and convenient for our fupport and duty upc 
way. Thou that haft been our God, and pi 
from the womb, ftill chufe our inheritance f 
and give us fo much of the world's good, a: 
be for our foul's good; to make us do the 
good in our generation, and better to work o 
own falvation. But whether we profper or 
upon earth, O may all our prefent circuml 
have a favourable tendency, to promote our 
felicity : and while the meat is in our mouths 
thy wrath may not come upon our heads, j 

(Forgive our trefpafles, as we forgive ther 

trefpafs againft us.) 

"P* O R none of the world's plenty or variel 
t -* avail us, without thy pardoning mercy ; 

i more need thy daily pardon, than our daily 

With thee, O gracious God, there is fuch fc 
ncfs : grant us, we befeech thee, to experiei 
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according to tlie riches of thy grace, and the necef- 
fities of our fouls. Where the wager of our fin 5s 
ileath, let us find the gift of God in eternal life, 
through Jefus'Chriftour Lord. And being forgiven 
fomuch, O help us to Jove the more; to do as 
we need to receive, and to be merciful, as our fa- 
ther in heaven is merciful : forbearing and forgiving 
one another, as God for Chrift's fak€ has forgiven 
us. 

(And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil.) 

^TTHere we are fo weak and liable to fall, unable 
^^ to preferve our own integrity, or to command 
our own fafety, O Lord God Almighty and moft 
merciful, make us ftrong in the power of thy might, 
to refJft temptationjs, and alio watchful, to avoid 
the occafions of falling. Till we Ihall be difcharged 
from this warfare, O Lord, fupport us under it, and 
^arry us fuccefsfully through it. That where we 
are tempted, yet we mav not be wbrfted ; and tho' 
caftdown, not deftroyecf. Elefled God of our fal- 
y^tion^be now and evermore our refuge and defence. 
And from that evil of all evil, thy wrath and ever- 
lafting damnation, good Lord deliver us. 

{For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory ; for ever and ever.) 

^'Tpls thegreatand fweetencouragementofourpray- 
-"- crSjthat we have fuch a God to call upon, who 
has the fupreme authority, to difpofe of all perfons 
and things as he pleafes 9 and fuch abfolute all-fuf- 
ficiencj, to eSe& whatever he purpofes j yea, whofe 
glory It is, to Ihew mercy in cafes of greateft need 
and difficulty. O king oV glory. Lord Almighty ! 
who reigneft and ruleft on high, relieve the dv<l\^^- 
ies^ and fupply the neceffities ot x\^^ >f oot ^\i^^^^^ 

F 2 ^^^ 
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ftndfervants here below. Do it, we beg, Lord^ 
for thy glory, in (hewing fuch grace and bounty, 
to the indigent and unworthy. Glorify thy mercy 
• in pitying our mifery; and thy omnipotence, in 
tommanding falvation, even for fuch as have un- 
done themfelves. That we thy poor creatures> and 
miferable iinners^ fo fupported, provided, and faved, 
may from the ground of the heart, afcribe unto thee, 
the kingdom, power and glory, with all bleifing, 
praife and thankfgiving, not only for a while in this 
world, but in that which is to come, for evermore. 
Amen. 

A paraphrafe on the Commands, by way of 
confeffion and prayer -, bewailing the 
breaches, and begging pardon, with grace 
to do better. 

(To be ufed before the facrament ; or on any oc- 

cafion of humiliation.) 

Deut. vi. 17. You /hall diligently keep the commandi 

of the Lord your God. 

BLefied God, our fupreme glorious Lord ! who 
haft all the right and authority over us, even as 
thou wilt, to change and ufe us ; thou haft com- 
manded us to obferve thy precepts diligently, and 
mven us many privileges and Angular advantages, 
ds encouragements laid upon us, the better to ob- 
ferve thy ftatutes, and keep thy laws. But O how 
iiave I prefumed upon thy heavenly majefty ; and 
how bold have I made with thy holy laws ? Grant 
me, I befeech thee, O Lord, a due and ferious hu- 
mJJiation for it, thy merciful pardon of it, and thy 
Jirace, working effc£tu?iU) mme to amend it ; that 
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I may have a more confcientious and dutiful refp^A 
unto all thy holy commands. 

The firft Command. 

Thou (halt have no other gods before me. 

/^ How have I forgotten God that made me ; and 
^^ lightly efteemed the blefled rock of my falva- 
tron ? Admiring, prizing, and loving creatures and 
vanities, more than my creator and chiefeft good, 
blefled for ever. Grant me, O Lord, I befeech thee 
a due and ferious humiliation for it, thy merciful 
pardon of it, «nd thy grace, workihg efFedlually in 
tne, to amend it. That I may chufe and take thee, 
the Lord moft high, for my God, and fear, and 
love, and adore, and ferve tnee, and truft and de« 
light in thee, as fuch, all the days of my life* 

Tht fecoitd Command. 

Thou ihalt libt make to fhjrfdf any graven imag6> 

&c; 

T Am afhamed to think, howv^n and v3e, in my 
-'- imagination, I have been ; and what grofi un* 
worthj^ thoughts I have entertained in my mind, 
concerning the mofl: high, eternal, pure ana infinite 
fpirit, whom no man hath feen or can fee ; nor con- 
ceive of him worthily as he is. Grant me, I be- 
feech thee, O Lord, a due and ferious humiliation 
for it, thy merciful pardon of it, and thy grace 
working efFedually in me to amend it. That I may 
apprehend and think of my God, in the higheft and 
beft manner I am able ; and may go on to reflify 
my notions, and ftill further to know as I can 
know, til! hereafter I fhall know^ cn^w "^^ \ -axcv 
known, Aiid according to th«)D^ft\Luo\<\^ft^'4J^^^V^ . 

^ 1 
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I have, help me, Lord, to worfhip thee my God 
in fpirit and in truth. 

The third Command. 

Thou {halt not take the name of the Lord thf 

God in vain, &c. 

/^ How bold have I made with that glorious and* 
^^ fearful name, the Lord my God ! To take it 
into my polluted lips, not only vainly, but pro- 
phanely. Nor only fpeaking of him, but carrying 
towards him, as if he were even ec^ual with me ;, 
who is fo high over all, and infinitely above me. 
And how often have I, if not quite omitted, yet 
rudely and flightly performed the offices and duties 
of religious worihip,^ rather to dishonour than glo- 
rify the great Jehovah's name, with fuch vain obla- 
tions, as are but ffill further provocations ?" Grant 
jne, I befeech thee, O Lord, a due and ferious hu* 
miliation for it, thy merciful pardon of it, and thy 

fracc working effedually in me to amend it. That 
may profoundly revere thy name, and be zea- 
loufiy concerned tor thy glory ; and fmcerely and 
devoutly difcbarge the duties of attendance on thy 
heavenly majefty.. 

The foOTth Command. 

Remember that thou keep holy the fabbath day, &c. 

TNftead of honouring the day which thou. Lord, 
-*• haft fet apart for thy peculiar fervice, as facred 
and devoted to thyfelf, O what light account have I 
made of it, and what rude invafions upon it ? How 
little delight have I taken in it ? And what great 
liberties, to fpeak and a6l in a vain fenfual manner, 
j/jconfident with the dui\es of it ? Grant me, I be* 
/tech thee, O Lord, a due siuA fei\o\i^\v\itEv^vax\^xv 
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for It ; thy merciful pardon of it, and thy grac^ 
working efFe6lually in me to amend it. That Imz-y * 
fandlify thy fabbath, and fet myfelf apart to feek 
«nd ferve the Lord ; and count it my higheft ho- 
nour, and fweeteft pleafure, to draw nigh, an^e 
taken up with my God. 




A 



The fifth Command. 

Honour thy father and thy mother, &c. 

Due regard I ought to obferve towards all the ' 
ranks of men, with whom I am concerned in 
the world ; whether they be above me, below me, 
or level with me. To render unto all what's their 
due, in their feveral polls and places. But herein, 
how frequently and greatly have I failed ? envying 
and ftomaching fuperiors ; flighting, if not difobey- 
ing my rulers j ftriving and quarrelling with my 
equals 3 infulting and defpifmg my inferiors. Grant 
jne, I befeech thee, O lA)ra, a due and ferious 
humiliation for it, tlw merciful pardon of it, and 
thy grace working eirecSlually in me to amend it. 
That I may carry as I ought towards all the orders 
and degrees of men, in their feveral ftations and of* • 
fices ; fo as to honour and obey the higher ppwers, 
to keep a fair accord with my equals ; and not only 
condefcend, but be kind even to thofe of the mean- 
efl quality. Yea, to honour all men, as bearing 
the image of God, and being of the very fame na- 
ture, as is now worn by Chrift the Lord. 

The fixth Command. i 

Thou (halt do no murder. 

'TpHough I have not ftretched out my haud.^ ta 
'*' take away any man's Wfe , v^x. \i V^^wt tk^"^^- 
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ther, mstkes me a murderer, O how can I here 
plead not guilty ! When frequently I have made 
fuch foul breaches of charity : and malice is a fort 
of mental murder ; yea, not to ufe my endeavour, 
nor (hew any concern for reclaiming of a wicked 
fmner, 'tis to hate him, even in my heart. Lev^ 
xix, 17. Then, God be merciful to me an un- 
merciful iinner ! humble me, and pardoti me, 
I befeech thee. Lord, for this fin \ turn me 
from it, and fill my heart with that true and warm 
love to all men, which may for ever heal me of it, 
O let peace and patience, and mercy, and the law 
of kindnefs bear fway in my breaft : efpecially let 
the love of fouls predominate over all ; and then 
Ihall I be upright and innocent from the great tranf* 
greffion of this command ; which, O Lord, I beg 
thy powerful grace, enabling me better to perform* 

The feventh Command. 

Thou {halt not commit adultery. 

nEfide the filthy wickednefs of a£hial whoredom^ 
^ there is the implicit adultery of the eye and 
fancy, of the ear and tongue, of the hand and heart: 
for, but an unclean glance or thought here con- 
traSs a guilt. O then, who can underfbind his er- 
rors ? When fo quick, even as lightning, are the 
motions of luft; and not only full confent and a<^, 
but any aflent or delight here, is a breach of this 
holy law. O then, let me not inflame my account, 
in pleading innocent ; but lay my hand upon my 
heart, and cry out unclean. And of thee, O gra- 
cious God, I beg to wafh me in the fountain opened 
for fin and uncleannefs, that my foul may not be 
abhorred, but all my guilt, in mercy, remitted. 
Lord, if thou wilt, thou canft make me clean ; and 
as^ prone as I am to offend, thou art able to keep me 
j^om fsdling'^ O walh me \.Vviou^\^ tcora my ini- 
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quity, and cleanfe me from my iin. And from this 
peftilence, which walks in darknefs, good Lord 
deliver me. O let me find thy grace fufficient^ 
making me a way to efcape ; and entertaining me 
with fo much better delights, to be found with the 
heavenly bridegroom of my foul, that I may come 
to deteil and loath all the falfe and bafe pleafures of 
fin, and find my heart well inclined, and fully re* 
folved to obferve and keep this holy law. 

The eighth Command. 

Thou fhalt not fleal. 

'T^Hough I have not, in a clandeftine manner, 
'■' pilfered from my neighbour, nor by open vi* 
olence, invaded the rights of another ; how clear 
Ibcver I may {land from fuch fecret thievery, or no- 
torious rapine and oppreffion, O Lord, thou know* 
eft : though it occur not to my memory, yet dare I 
not plead, before thee, not guilty. But for fraud 
and fetches in bargaining and dealing ; flacl^nefs in 
paying of debts, and doing juftice; falfifying of 
trufls ; artifices to over-reach and defraud a bro- 
ther ; with-holding of dues, or alms ; idle living, 
and profufe fpending, to confume upon fancy, ma- 
lice, pride, or luft^ in feme, (if not all) of thefe, I 
mufl acknowledge and bewail my guile. Grant me, 
I befeech thee, OLord, a due and ferious humiliation 
for it, thy merciful pardon of it, and thy grace 
working efFedually in me, to amend it. That I 
may be content with my portion, jufl in my deal- 
ing, faithful in my Irufls, prudent in my expences, 
kind and chearful in my alms and gifts : a diligent 
fervant, and a ifaithful fleward, to my great Lord 
and mailer in heaven, of all that thou haft been 
pleafed to commit to my hands and truft^ hece vi^w , 
earth. 

F 5 - '^^ 
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The ninth Command. 

Thou fhaltnot bear falfe witnefs againft thy neigh- 
bour. 

'TpO raife or fpread a calumny, and lying accufa- 
-■• tion againft any, is fuch a provoking injury, 
that fome will worfe refent it, fo to be touched in 
their name and reputation, than in their goods or 
life. And yet how rafh and bold here have I been ? 
If not in forging ill things, to blacken and brand 
another, yet (as a tale-bearer) forward to promote 
the fcandal ; cenfuring.and fufpeding the evil, upon 
no fufficient grounds j or fuggefting the ill things, 
which I would have to be believed, though I fpeak 
not out : and fhoOting the arrows of bitter words, . 
\yhich then arc the worft, when we cannot afford 
the godly man a good word, but ready to bely the 
fervants of the living God ; which his word calls 
hard fpeeches fpoken by ungodly men againft the 
Lord himfelf. Jud. xv. ver. All lying, equivocating, 
or otherwife perverting and abufing the truth, 
brings me under this prohibited guilt. And in 
whatfoever my heart here condemns me ; or of 
what thou that art greater than my heart, knoweft 
me to be guilty, O Lord, in mercy, humble and 
pardon me for it, and enable me, by thy grace, to 
amend it ; that I may buy, and not fell the truth ; 
for want of pains or coft to defend it : that I may 
put the beft fenfe even upon bad matters, which 
they will bear ; and chufe rather to be deceived 
myfelf, in thinking better, than to wrong others, 
in thinking them worfe, than they are. That I may 
rather be filent, where I cannot fpeak fo well as I 
would, and not indulge to the faftiionable humour 
cfOander^ in ferving up others fin and mifery, to 
divert tb€ company ; but co\ w ^ iwduvjA^ ^l laxJj^ 
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till I am called or obliged to fpcak, either for pri- 
vate edification or publick fervice. Help me herein^ 
I befeech thee my God : however any make light 
or but a jeft of lying, may I ever abhor that which 
fo plagues the world, and makes men fitter to be 
dreaded than trufted, when too well known to be 
believed. From this infamous hellifli abufe of 
fpeech, promoted by the father of lies, I befeech 
thee, O God of truth, deliver me. 

The tenth Command. 

Thou {halt not covet thy neighbour's houfe, &c. 

'npHY law, O God, is holy, ftriking at the very 
-■• root of fin, which lies out of the world's fight, 
to kill thofe feeds of ill defires that breed and feed 
all the other evils of our lives ; it takc$ cognizance 
even of the thoughts and intents of the heart, the 
pronenefs to fin, which is exceeding finful, becaufe 
the womb in which all other fin has its conception. 
Such concupifcence,lhe apoftle fays, he had not 
known, except the law had faid, thou (halt not 
covet. Rom, vii. 7. O may I know th.e plague of 
my own heart, to confefs and bewail it as I ought ! 
For how prone am I to excufe my fin, even with 
that which aggravates it upon me, that it is fuch 
corrupt principle in me ? When fo apt I am to 
be idle, and luxurious, and flefli-pleafing, to grudge 
and envy others height and profperity, to covet and 
reach after the world's fulnefs, though to others 
damage, as if my life and blifs confifted in fuch 
abundance; when thy word, O Lord, and even 
my own fenfe and experience, convince and aflure 
me to the contrary. 

Humble me and pardon me, I befeech thee, for 
all fuch guilt and error which thy hol^ e.^^% <<«^'\^ 
$Dy foul, and fo re£Hfy and am^ivi. ^"^ ^tcv^nJsrx nrvCjcw 

F 6 ^^> 
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mtr that I may better know and obferve this thy 
holy law, that I may acquiefce in the diftributioiis 
g{ thy good providence, and moderate my deiires 
after the world's good ; and, inftead of looking 
with an envious or greedy eye after other^s enjoy- 
ments, may rcfift and fupprefs all fuch worldly, 
hifts, and covet eameftly after infinitely better 
things, more agreeable to my heavenly immortal 
foul, that will fully content me» and never fail, 
me. 

An Appendix to the Paraphrafc on the 

Commands. 

Confeffion of fins againfl the gofpel precepts,- with 
prayer for pardon of them^ and grace againft 
them. 

2 Their. L 8. Taking vengeance on them that obey 
not the gofpel of our Lord* 

f^ Racious God, thou haft remembered us in 
^^ our low and loft eftate, out of that mercy of 
thine which endures for ever, raifed up a mighty 
falvation for us, and, by the hands of thy own dear 
Son, fent eternal redemption to us. What the 
law could not do, in that it was weak through the 
flefh, through a difability in us, fending the Son 
of thy love in the likenefs of finful flefli, thou haft, 
by that facrifice for fin, condemned fin in the flefh, 
that the rightcoufnefs of the law may be fulfilled 
in us ; though we do not (cannot) come up to its 
utmoft demands, becaufe there is an atonement 
made for our defers and failings, and a way opened 
for our efcape, by our repentance towards Godj 
and faith in our Lord Jefus Chrift, 

Here 
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Here are the riches of grace and bowels of mercy 
for ever to be admired, that mifcrable finners who 
had undone themfelves (hould ever be fo recovered, 
pardoned, healed, and eternally faved. But O, 
how have I negle<fted fo grear falvation, and fo 
defpifed and offended the only Saviour, that I am 
utterly unworthy he (hould with any eye of favour 
look upon me, or effefi eternal redemption for me? 
How light have I made of the fins that cbll fo dear 
as the blood of my Lord, the Son of God, to fave 
me from them ? And the lighter I can make of 
them, the heavier doom may I expeft for them j 
nor muft I prefume to be pardoned, continuing 
impenitent ; but, upon my repentance, I may be 
fure of God's forgivenefs, 

O, thou that fafliioneft hearts, and giveft re« 
pentance, wilt thou fhew the power of thy hea- 
venly grace in breaking and difiblving my ftoney 
heart into that godly forrow which works the 
repentance to falvation not to be repented of; and 
fo humble me for my fins that thou mayft abfolve 
me from them, through tby Holy and Well- 
beloved, in whom thou art well pleafed, and re* 
conciled to us through the propitiation which he 
has made for us. 

Thou haft commanded us alfo to believe on the 
name of the Son of God, and we have the aflurance 
of thy word that believing we (hall have life thro* 
his name. But O, how niithlefs have I been, and 
how little have I looked unto Jefus, or believed in 
him, as I ought to do ! how have I fet up for my^ 
felf, and placed my confidence in fomewhat of my 
own, to help me put, and to do me the faving good, 
infiead of feeking to him on whom thou haft laid 
help, and depending upon the only Saviour of the 
world. O forgive and help my unbelief ^ ^ctvd^ 1j^\^^ 

incrrafe my faith ) give lue (uO^ ^ l^v^ ^^ ^nw) 



draw me to thee, believing thy love to me, and 
alfo the faith that fhall virork by love again to thee, 
who haft firft fo loved me : yea, let my faith and 
love excite my care and fidelity in all the ways of 

.my duty, that I may not pretend any good faith 
as the defence of my bad life, nor embolden myfelf 
in any ill-doing becaufe of my right believing, but, 
as I believe the rich grace which the gofpel reveals, 
fo help me to follow the holy ways which it pre- 
fcribes, that I may not only boaft my faith to 
the world, but let my light fhine before men, and 
let them fee my faith by my works,' and the com- 
ifiendation of my orthodox believing in my godly 
Ifving, So may I approve my unfeigned gratitude 
to the Redeemer of my foul, and affo prepare my 
foul for the fure fruition of his great falvation. O 
let me never difhonour the blefTed Lord of my fife, 
' the great author and finifher of my faith, by carry- 
ing as if I were delivered to commit abomination ; 
when he came not to difcharge me from the works 
of the law, as it is a rule of life, but only from the 
rh):our and curfe of the law, where I cannot be 
juftified by thofe works. Teach and help me then^ 
O Lord, to have refpedl to it, and fet myfelf to 
go by it ; yet not to defpair of thy faving mercy in 
Chrift Jefus, where I come fhort of it, and fail of . 
doing all according to it. O give me grace to obey 
in fincerity, where I cannot do it in perfedlion ; 
and where I am ftill averfe to good and prone to 
evil, O Lord, pity my frailty, and help my infir- 
mity : where I fail of my duty, fpare me, in thy 
niercy, and, though I have not what I fliould, 
accept me, I befeech thee, in the Beloved accord- 
ing to what I have ; make me delight to do thy 
will, O God, as well as I can, and fill up all my 
defed^s out of his perfedt righteoufnefs, and his 

meritorious doings and {uffeurvs?^ vcv >w\n^\xv \Vvq\i 
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art well pleafed ; even my 6nly prevailing mediator 
and advocate : in whom I truft, for whom I blefs 
thy name ; and to whom, with the father of my 
Lord, and the eternal fpirit of grace, be all praife 
and glory, now and eternally. Amen. 

Chriftian graces and virtues explained and 
enforced in fevcral confiderations. 



Firft Consideration.] 
To promote Repentance. 

2 Cor. vii. X. Godly fcrrow workeih repentance tofaU 

vatjon. 

'TpHE evil v^hich might greatly pleafe in the com- 
^ mitting, muft be followed with a forrowful 
repenting^; or it will end in a much fadder fufFer- 
irig. 'Tis the mercy of our heavenly father, to 
reach out fuch a plank after (hipwreck, to fave 
me by a fubfequent remedy, when fm had plunged 
me into a gulph of dreadful mifery. Such a door 
of hope, opened to one that feared his cafe was 
hopelefs, 'tis like life from the dead. Yet O how 
averfe has been my heart to be thus fweetly over- 
come ? Going on perverfely in my way, till hard- 
ened through the deceitfulnefs of fin ; though I fhall 
die in it, if I do not, by this means, make my 
efcape. *Tis true, that repentance is God's gift: 
but it muft be my care and work, to feek and beg 
it at his hands ; never (hrinking at the phyfic, but 
ihoft glad and thankful, that there is any fuch heal- 
ing. O how would hell be filled with rejoicing, 
could the damned fo come of by repenting ? That 
time is paft with them, not with me-, \i^ n)V^<^cv 
Goi (In mercy) yet gives {jactfot \\% O t»»?^\ A^^ 
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find his grace to carry me through it ; for 'tis not only 
thinking or talking of it, that will make me a true 
penitent : no ; I muft be convinced of my fin, and 
know my tranfgreffions, their evil and danger, and 
be deeply humbled under them> and affliiSI my foul 
for them, and take fuch high difpleafure at th^m, 
as to refolve and fet myfelf, and bend all my forces 
againft them ; well content to be in heavinefs for a 
feafon, if by any means I can make my paflage 
through the ftrait gate which leads to life. For 
though fin brings forrow and bitternefs after it ; yet 
the godly forrow for it gives a fweet fatisfaftion 
even at prefent, and wiU, after, end in joy un- 
fpeakable. Penitential tears are the wine that 
makes glad the contrite hearts. And much gladder 
is the pious foul that weeps for fin, than the fool, 
that makes it but a jeft, and is merry with his mi- 
fery. But 'tis not the forrow of a defperate Judai^ 
that will make a true penitent. No ; it muft be 
fuch a forrow as arifes from the ingenupus fenfe of 
offending a God infinitely good. His goodnefs 
muft lead me to it : and the experience I have had 
of all his patience and gracious dealings with me, 
and all his mercy and loving kindnefs to me 5 this, 
fet home by a hand from above, fmites the rock, 
and makes the water flow. That I fliould carry fo 
unworthily, towards the beft of all friends, and 
kindeft of all fathers ; and make fuch wretched re- 
turns for all his dear obligations laid upon me ; and 
produce fuch forry fruits, after all the coft beftowed 
upon me, does it not puH down my foul, and break 
my heart, thus to have trampled the richeft grace, 
and done worft againft him, who has the beft ufed 
me? Well may it fill me with confufion, fad re- 
gret, and frightful apprehenfion ; to break my peace, 
and deject my foul. So it oug^ht : and the trouble 
wiJl do megresit good, if it give^ mt ttv^w'^ ^^ w^ 



( "3 ) 

fins, ani turns my heart againft the curfed things ; 
for 'tis not enough to lie in the dark vale, and wal- 
low in the deep ditch, but I mud up and leave the 
bewailed fins behind me, not miftake my know- 
ledge of the difeafe for the cure, but forfake what 
I lament, and run away from that which looks fo 
frightful upon me, have done with the wicked 
trade, and ne more allow what my own heart con- 
demns. Being fo taught as with briars and thorns, 
learn to do better, become of another fpirit, and 
take another \yay ; for never true repentance, with- 
out fuch a change of mind and life. Then, and 
not till then, is it the repentance unto life, which 
God is faid to grant, J^fs xi. i8. and that he may 
prant it to me a finner, I muft humbly and earnefily 
implore the grace at his hands in my prayer. 

/^ Thou great almighty God, who openeft, and. 
^^v no man (hutteth, and (hutteft^ and no man 
openeth; all hearts are in- thy hand, to faihion themi 
aa feemsi good in thy fight; Lord, look in pity 
iipon a dead-hearted finner ; take away from me 
the heart of ftone, and give me a heart of fleih, fo^ 
broken and contrite as thou wilt not defpife. Help 
me fo to fee, and feel, and bewail, and break ofF 
my fins, that, after all my abounding iniquity, I 
.may experience thy fuper- abounding mercy. O 
teach me, and help me. Lord, in the humblinsr of 
my ibui, and confefSng and forfaking of my fins. 
Renew me to repentance, who am grown old ia* 
my fins ; and, as thou giveft them (pace, fo give 
me grace to repent, that I may not only think or 
talk of it, but by thy powerful Spirit be enabled ta 
do lU Give me the relenting heart, fo broken for 
my fins, that thou mayefi: look with an eye of pity 
upon me, and turn away thy wrath frota av^% ^^'^^ 
fo turn xac from my fins utvtp tScw WrfSa,^ ^^^«i "^"^"^ 
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thou mayeft take pleafure in me, and delight to 
fliew favour unto me; which I humbly implore at 
thy merciful hands, for my blefled Saviour's fake. 
Amen. 

Second Consideration. 

To promote the fear God. 

Pfalm Ixxvi. 7. Thou^ even thou^ art to be feared, 

'T^O have no fear of God before one's eyes, ufes 
-*• to be mentioned with horror, as incident only 
to fome heinous malefador : But take this fear as 
God's word defcribes it, comprizing all the duties 
of a holy ferious religion ; and O, how many, 
counted none of the worft, yet but fcofF it as filly 
and a piece of nicety? They will not fo much as 
pretend to follow the Lord fully, whatever he com- 
mands to the contrary. To be tied up from ven- 
turing on any thing that he forbids, they are ready 
to cry out intolerable ! To go in continual care of 
approving my heart to him that fees in fecret, and 
not dare to omit my prayers, yea, to be for per- 
fecting holinefs in the fear of God. How confident 
are the moft of their good condition, without any 
of this circumfpedion ? But, leaving others to 
their judge, let me infpeft myfelf, to fee that the 
fear of God be in me of a truth, that I fear him 
with the humble reverence and ingenuous regard 
of a dear dutiful child to the beft father, and not 
with the fervile awe of a bafe flavc that lives in 
awe of a cruel tafk-mafter: for the true fear of 
God is very confident with his love, yea, 'tis the 
very produdt and prefervative of it. For therefore 
do I fear my heavenly father, becaufe I love him, 
and am afraid to lofe him. And (hall I not fear 
him whoh^s all the pov^ct ovti m^ \a ^^ \^Vv^t he 
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^ill with me? Shall I make bold to grow upon 
him, when I can no more efcape his eye than his 
hand, and whofe judgment will pafs upon all with- 
out partiality, thereafter as he finds them ? But, 
as a father pities his children, fo he pities them that 
fear him ; and, when thus 1 do fear him, never 
need 1 live in dread of any in the world befide him. 
So far is it from being a doleful life to live in God's 
fear, that we are aflurcd, PfaJmxxv. 13. his foul 
fhall dwell at cafe that fears the Lord j and the man 
is pronounced* bleffed who fo feareth alway. ^rov^ 
xxviii. 14. But whoever will venture to flight the 
moft High, arid deride them as poor fneaks who 
dare not do the like, ftill I (hall fubfcribe to that 
pofitive determination, Eccief, viii. 12. Surely I 
know this, that it (hall be well with, them that fear' 
God. Upon him I ever hang for life, and breath, , 
and all things. Quickly ifhall I die, and fall into' 
his hands, who will judge me, not after my con- 
ceit, but according to truth. And who may ftand 
in his (ight when he is angry ? Even nobles and 
kings, thofe grandees of the earth, who keep others 
fo inuch in awe, (hall fly to hidtelnKun him, but 
cannot avoid him, who mall ftrSbt^en through 
kings in the day of his wrath : fo ^JiHul a thing is 
it to fall into the hands of the livihg God. And 
how forrowful an end will they find of their wicked 
reign who had no fear of God before their eyes, 
and were fuch a fcourge and plague to this mifera- 
ble world, when, after all the fcorn that thev made 
of God's word and judgments, they fhall find and 
feel what none could make them believe, to force 
from them the bitter outcry, that their punifhmcnt 
is greater than they can bear. 

Now, forefeeing this, never c*an I envy the prof- 
perity of any that live ungodly, aud c-axx'^ '\x. ^::JS. 
avdaciouny, /corning the w\\o\c ^^tvw^xviiTv ^S. ^^^«^ 
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tbat fear the Lovi. Inftead of pining at thtn 
my heart bleed for them, whoTe triumphing 

. Ihort, and their following angui/h never to 
Let me not fear their faces, who fear not the I 
judgments ; and be guilt never fo touchy, th 
they have the poifon of afpa to throw at any 
ofier'todifgrace their filthy lufts, and he muft i 
upon the £ha)^ who mikes at thofe darlin 

• know whp b more than any to be feared^ ati 
his caufe I may. harden my face i yjsa, fuch coi 
is neeeflary, to do one*s duty among* the ung 
And, goine upon warrantable grounds, by pn 
tialyrules, I muft dare to do what I ought, cor 
it what will ; men's wrath is contemptible, and 
can reftrain it| but God's wrath is iotolerabk 
enduring it* 

^HOU, even thou, O Lotii art to be fe 

^ and who may ftand in tfty fight when* 

thou artanery? O fanAify my heart with 

Eice, that 1 may fan^& the Lord God in 
utf and mak« him my tear and my dread j 
flattering any in their vices^ for fear of their i 
Give me the heart of left, (oAened with thy 
fear, and in thy caufe an undaunted fiice, hard 
againfl: the fear of thy foes. O put thy fedr 
my heart, and let it be the fpring and princip 
all holy converfation and godline^ in my life, 
may I, as a dear child, fear thee all the days o 
life, that I may not dread thee, as a hateful £ 
in the great day of thy wrath. Deliver me i 
that fear of man which is a fnare in the way o: 
duty, and give me fuch a fear of thy name as 
make me afraid to fin againft thy word ; fuc 
awful regard of thy majefty, that in thy fear I 
depart from iniquity. O help me to work out 
oivn fsdvsLtion with fear, and u«av\>\\T\^^ ^xv^io 
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others with fear, pulling them as brands out of the 
fire. Thus let me pafs the time of my fojourning 
here in thy fear, that I may end this life in thy 
faith and love, and fpend a much better life for 
evei: in thy kingdom and glory. Amen. 

Third Consideration. 

To promote faith in Chrift. 

% Chron. xx. 20. Believe in the Lord your God^ fi 

Jhall you be efiablijhed. 

"\Ji Y long cuftom of finning makes me afraid of 
'*^^ incurring further guilt of prefumption in be- 
lieving ; but, as my neceflity throws me upon it^ 
fo the good word of God emboldens me in it ; not 
only permitting but commanding me to believe in 
the name of his Son, through whom his mercy 
flows plentifully, even upon the moft unworthy. 
So wonderful is the kind provifion of heaven to 
fave thofe by faith in another who could not be 
faved by any works of their own, and fo has made 
that falvation eafy which elfe would have been im- 
poffible. Yet how frowardly have I withftood that 
grace of God bringing falvation, which is the only 
way in which I can be fafe aind happy ? prefuming 
on my own fufficiency, without hanging upon 
foreign fuccour, or being beholden to another. Slow 
in believing on that name, than which there is no 
other under heaven whereby I can be faved ; nor 
any reft to my foul, but by trufting in the name of 
the Lord, and ftaying myfelf upon my God. What 
I muft do then, not only in point of duty, but to 
fecure my own tranquility ; I Will do it, and, thro* 
his help, be bold in my God, and caft mvfelf upon 
the Lordy my ftrength, my righteouiheis, and my 



Redeemer^ looking for the mercy of our Lore 
Chrift unto eternal life. 

Why art thou caft down then, O my fou 
why difquieted within me ? Hope thou in Go 
I (hall yet praife him ; and, though I walk th 
the vale of the fhadow of death, I will f 
undoing evil, while the Lord is my rock, r 
fuge, my defence, and falvation. Let hig 
lofty fpirits fcorn this way of faith, and mc 
credulous fool for taking it; while, too ela 
confident of their own fufficiency, by (uch 
gance and vanity they may feel themfclves 
all their heaven and felicity ; and, while r 
with their abilities, and trumpeting their o^ 
chievements, there arc little ones who bell 
Chrift that (hall enter into his kingdom 
them. For he has entailed it on the poor in 
even as their freehold j and the fweet voice 
gofpel is, believe in the Lord Jefus, and thoi 
be faved. Whoever depreciates this faith 
underling grace, (if any at all) and leave the 
ing part to fools 5 one of thefe, he who 
underftood this matter, whereof he was a 
preacher, profefied himfelf to be, i Cor. i 
We are fools for Chrift. His wifdom was 
fpife all elfe, even his own righteoufnefs whi« 
by the law, that he might be found in Chrifl 
ing that which is through the faith of him. 
Athciftsmake a ieft of this faith, and Pelagian 
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Genuine Tons of the church are taught fuch wirdooi 
as well as manners. 

Of which number may I be found ; rich in faith, 
how defpicable foever in the world, an afTerter 
of that grace and truth which came by Jefus 
Chrift ; in defence alfo of the joy and peace of my 
life, which I am fure to lofe, together with my 
faith, and trufting in him for the falvation of my 
foul; having nothing fo good, indeed, nothing 
clfe, to which I dare truft. After I have done my 
utmoft in the way of performance, I throw it all 
down at his feet, as to any dependance : but never 
will I be cavilled or ruffled out of this truft. Tho* 
I cannot ftill hold the faith of evidence, ftill will 
I retain the faith of adherence ; as long as I fear the 
Lord, and fet myfelf to follow his word ; I will, as 
encouraged, Heb. iii. 6. Hold faft the confidence, 
and rejoicing of hope, to the end. And in cloudy 
times, and any great trials, I learn of the Father of 
the faithful, Rom. iv. ii. To believe in hope 
even againft hope, expelling fuch things as not only 
puzzle but ovedet my faith ; not ftaggering througl^ 
unbelief, but ftrong in faith, giving glory to Xiod.. 
ver. 20. Depending on his power, mercy, an(j 
faithfulnefs, however unlike or undeferving I find 
myfelf to fee the happy accomplifliment upon me. 
Though, according to human rules, I fliould never 
find a reconciled God without fat^sfying his juftice s 
yet his word tells me, Rom.v, i. Being juftifiea 
by faith, I may have peace with God through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord ; and, chap. iv. 5. to him who 
worketh not, but believeth on him who juftifies the 
ungodly, (one that has nothing to give, and does 
even nothing but ofifend,) his faith is counted for 
righteoufnefs : and, chap, iii. 24. even fuch as hai 
finned, and come fliort of the glory of God, ar 
juftified freely by his grace, through the rcdemi^ 
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Haft tlitt is in Jtfm Ghrift. j^ertt dieiit U \ 
open, even for me a finner, to come in am 
pardoning merc^ and gracipii».fiivour with he 
ofiended majefljr ; when to me it it riven to t 
on the name of die Son of God, lihall ha* 
through his name, Jobn xx. 31. Thereibi 
I not ne fiudilefi; but bdieve the love that 
has to me. The love diicovered bjr his Ic 
upon me in my blood, calling me by his': 
opening the way of fidvation before me, and 
ing me to follow it, and, after many revolts 
healing my bitkflidings, reftorine my foul, 
leading me in paths of rightedufiieS for his n 
fake. ShaU I diftruft ftch tried faidifiilnef 
eoodnefi? No: through Chrift*8 ftrengtheni 
r iievcr will. Yet, : 

O Lord of love, and God of all grace, 
knoweft my frame and frailcvy I be&ech thee^ 
me not to myfelf, nor witharaw from me tfai 
venting and affifting influence of thy Holy , 
Ler the life which I now live be by the 
of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
himfelf for me. Let my faith be in fincerif 
with conftancy, not failing in me, but gr< 
upon me; when, upon the right believing, k> 
depend our holy living here, and our etems 
hereafter. Give me. Lord, a zealous conce 
the faith of thy |ofpel, once delivered to the f 
make me found m it, and to abound in th( 
fruits of it, that I may both fecure my falvati 
the hands of my Saviour, and alfo adorn mi 
feffion in the fight of every obferver. O 1 
ever hold faft not only the profcffion of my 
but my affiance in the Lord my righteoufnei 
my redeemer, fo looking to him, and givi 
myfelf to follow him> that I may never be afl 



. • , ( 121 ) . 

of my hope, but believe to the faving of ihc fouL 

Amen. 

§ 

Fourth Consideration. 

To promote the love of God. 

Jofh. xxiii. II. Take good heed to yourfelves that 
you love the Lord your GodL 

'T* O love the Lord my God, what is it but with 
*■- my foul's defire to long after him, with my 
heart's delight to reft in him, and to make it the 
great care of my life to pleafe and enjoy him, to be* 
Sill minding and feeking him, and afraid of every 
thing that would feparate mc from him ? Now, 
to love that which is lovely, even common nature 
gives a byafs, and all the rational fenfe of mankind 
owns the obligation, yea, feels the inclination ; 
but among all the variety of thing^s lovely which foli-* 
cit for my heart, O what can ever come in com- 
petition to bear any manner of comparifon with 
him that made them, a-nd who gives them all the 
good that is in them ? And, did not my Lord 
make the world ? Not for his own benefit, who 
could never be bettered by it, but that the multi-. 
ttide of creatures in it might be the better for him 
tbat made it. Ail-that is moft lovely in the whole 
creation, what is it but fome fparks of his. eternal 
light, fome poor drops from his immenfe ocean of 
all good ? This I am aflured of in the theory, that 
nothing among all the creatures can ever come in. 
competition with him that made it and gave it all 
that good which is in it. Yet, alas, in pra<5lice,' 
how does the neighbourhood of thin^ agreeable to 
my fenfes pervert my judgment, till 1 give the pre- 
ference even to drofs and dirt above the only pre- 
cious good Vhich infinitely outweighs all the ^Ci4 

G ^'l 



!l 

. 

IJ 



S 



may fatiate and revive my ioul at the eternal^ 
tain of living waters. My God is all goodnef 
fweetnefs, all riches and fullnefs, all beauty 
glory, all joy and blifs, every thing to enricl 
adorn my foul, fully to content me, and for 
to pleafe me. O, v^hat would I have but in 
I fhall find, and what I there find never lofe. 

But does my foul aflc, what is all this goodn 
me, if he have no love for me ? And what p 
would I have of his love? How is it that I re 
or defire to know it ? Will nothing fatisfy 
voice from heaven to declare it ? Has he 
ihewed it in fuch real proofs as we ufed to < 
much furer than words ? If patience and tm 
nance, bounty and liberality, gift upon gift, 
perpetually, and, fometimes, moft remarkabl] 
wonderfully, as with a hand reached out from 
ven to furprize me, beyond what I had in my 
to wifh, or even in my mind to think. If al 
will not ferve for my convidlion, what woi 
have ? To whom in the world do I owe fo i 
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differ, and what have I that I did not receive from 
above ? And, if they be all the gifts of his grace 
^nd love, (hall I not blefs and love the gracious 
giver? yea, though they be common bleffings. 
The more common to me, the more fliould I love 
the hand that is never weary fo to do for me. 

But, am I put oflF only with the good things of 
this life ? Has not my foul alfo been remembered 
in mercy and love ? Has he not given me his Son 
to redeem me, his word to inftruA me, his Spirit 
to ftrive with me, his meflengers to call upon me ; 
and, under all my negle£k of his gracious means, 
and all my falfhood in his covenant, do not I fee 
the mercy and long-fufFering that fo bears with me, 
and fiill opens a door of hope to me, and calls me 
to turn and live, to come to him and be eafed, to 
look to him and be faved, to afk of him, and re« 
ceive all that I can need or wife from him? Are 
not here riches of grace and wonders of love ? 
Could I ever have been fo ufcd by any upon earth 
whom I had fo abufed ? O, no : my Lord is God 
and not man, and his ways and thoughts are no- 
thing like ours, to be fo exceeding good and kind 
€ven to the evil and unthankful. Has he been to 
me a wildernefs, a land of darknefs ? Have I hot 
found him a merciful father, a bountiful provider, 
calling me by his grace, and drawing me to his 
Chril^ opening my eyes, and conquering my 
heart, forgiving my iniquity, reliieving my mifery, 
nor turning me once only, but often recovering me, 
out of my apodacy, and flill doing good to foul as 
well as body ? O, my heart ! canft thou ponder 
all this and flill be cold, and dull, and dead, to 
his love? Will not mercy gain upon thee, will 
not kindnefs melt thee, will not love win thee, 
will not the grace which brings falvation for ever 
engage thee f 
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the power of thy hand and the pity of thy he 
doing that which all the world elfe cannot ( 
me, to make my heart right with God, and 
and join it to thyfelf, to inflame it with th3 
venly fire, and make it abound in thy blefTed 
O give it. Lord, fuch a turn, by the power 
. on high, and by the difcovery of thy ever! 
love m Chrift Jefus, wherewith thou haft 
me, as may quite overcome and for ever en; 
|o my God, that I may look with difdain 
every thing in the world which would fteal 
my heart, and pluck me our of thy hands, a 
duce me from my fidelity in thy covenant. ( 
it may be the folacc of my foul, and the pleaf 
I my life, to love and pleafe my God ! Giv< 

Xrord, I befeech thee, fuch a love to thee ai 
imooth the way of my duty to make it fwe< 
^afy, that I may love to be employed for 
rejoice to attend upon thee, delight to do thy 
and ftill ferve thee with gladnefs, never fo 
oleafed with mvfelf as when doing the \ 
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Fifth Consideration. 

To raife the heart above the love of this world. 

i John xi. 15. Love not the worlds neither the 
things that are in the world* 

T^OT love the world, my ftorehoufe and my 
•*^^ nurfe, without which I could not live! What 
malignity in it to run us into enmity againft the 
maker of it ? Is it not a mighty houfe, furnilhed 
with rich materials, and hung with beautiful orna- 
ments, leading us not only into the knowledge but 
alfo the love of him that has fo bountifully provided 
for us ? 'Tis true the world, as it is God's crea- 
ture, and the work of his hands fo wonderful and 
amiable, highly deferves our ftudy arid admiration » 
but the world, as denoting its wealth, pleafure, 
and honour, is fo full of danger, and laid with fuch 
numerous fnares, as betray them who are keen 
upon it into the foolifh and hurtful luils which 
drown men in deftrudlion and perdition. And here 
is the peril ftill the greater, beciiufe the lefs fu(^ 
pe£ted \ men's need of Jt makes them fb bold to 
abufe it, and then to plead nepeffity for tranigreffing 
of their duty. But when the rich, and ^eat, and 
alluring things of this world are made m"^ main 
end, and the eager addi£lnefs to them is become my 
fettled temper, then do they turn to the fad occa- 
flons of my dangerous falling, and the confidence 
of my fafety will but the fooner betray me into 
mifery. Such is the deceitfulnefs of riches. Matt. 
xiii. 22. to blind the guilty, and make them think 
they arc doing things praife- worthy. And then 
none is the mifer nor the worldling, no body loves 
the world, though almofl every one dot^% w^w \x.> 
and is ^reedfy of gain, (pcradv^tvlut^ XiaTsfc ^^ '^^^ 
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ftioft honeft,) but can fell his integrity even for % \ 
fmall piece of money, and pawn his (oul to get the | 
world. Here then it concerns me to examine my- 
felf) and narrowly fearch my heart, whether I am 
not all for fparing and faving, and (it hatching over 
the world's good as if it were the chief good, ready 
to coin falfe do<5lrine for the faving of ibme other 
coin; and, when I have i7K>ft of the world's good", 
do the leaft good with it; fetting the worldly in « 
tereft above that of my Saviour, and, while he haa 
the name, Mammon goes away with the love and 
fervice; catching at him for a (hift, but enjoying 
the creatures with aH my heart. O how much- 
then do I need to be weaned from the world's 
breafts, while I lie fucking in to pleafe my fle(h 
that which is like to be the poifon of my foul?; 
And what (hould fo terrify me out of fuch predo- 
minant love of the world, as that it is inconfifient 
with the love of God ? For as no man can ferve, 
fo neither can he love, God and Mammon, the 
love commanding the fervice, (o that what we are 
moft taken with we are moflr ready to db even anv 
thing for it. And here I cannot parcel out myfdf 
between God and his rival, where there is fuch a 
contrariety that the friendfhip of the world is 
enmity with God, James iv, 4. So much at my 
peril it is to have the v/orld as the Ifraelites had their 
quails, with the wrath of God, to weary myfelf in 
this world only to be undone in the next, and then 
for a whole eternity bewail and curfe the folly. 
Never may I fo venture my foul in taking the dead 
hold of this world, but dread its friendftiip more 
than all its enmity, and be fo crucified to it that I 
may be above the peril to be undone by it. 

And, if I well confider, what (hall I find Co 
charming in it to entano\e m^ \vt-wx VwK vt? No- 
thJng but what is below tVvc \oNt ol 2. ^x^^\oM^\ta- 
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)rtal fouf, made for the eternal enjoyment of 
Dd and heaven ; and I cannot cafl a fouler con- 
npt upon it than to lay out my main concern for 
It vile body which is now but a bundle of filth, 
d will fliortly be a heap of noifome corruption, 
hatever any talk of the height of living, 'tis a 
y fordid kind of life to be pinned down to this 
)rld. Even fome that are deep in the guilt are 
t afhamed to own it. He's a man of low mean 
(igns that's all for back and belly, or a bargain ; . 
en the great man thus makes himfelf a very mean 
d defpicable earth-worm : none more bamed in 
5 fattsfa<5lion and heart's eafe which he feeks, no 
^ater ftrahgcr to truei tranquility and felicity ; 
ne more violently and quickly torn and hurried 
t of their beloved world, in the midft of all thcif 
nble arid ploddings, carrying nothing but the- 
ilt and horror of their fm and folly awav with 
jm. O, may I not only r6afon, but pluck my- 
F from the love of fuch a world which 1 have 
»ed to itnounce, arthd enemy of tny Lord as 
ill as of my foiil ! May I nev^r m6& fiich a ile(h- 
;afingftate6f life as fhould lay m^ Wajrwith ddubW 
ires to entangle my heart* Though plenty, and 
atnefs, and conveniency,.may be ufed to innocent 
rpofes by fuch as have wifdotn and grace,, and 
i nb obligation of chriftianity t6 live fotdidhr 
ien God has given the wherewithal to live hand* 
nely, yet is it not at all confiftent with my hea* 
nly profeflion to fill my head ftill with new pro- 
its for finer matters in this place of my pilgri<^ 
ige, or further additions to that load which, per* 
irenture, may be too heavy for me already $ for 
re is my danger of making this world's provifions 
d comforts, which fhould be the flairs of afceo- 
n to my God, the wall oi fop^x^^WkVftXjf^ 'w^ 

?i? ma from him. ^ ^^^ 
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O may I live by faith upon God my Saviour; 
whofe example has ftained and flurred all the pride 
and glory of this world, in pafling it by with the 
greateft contempt ; and though he had all at com- 
mand, yet utterly declined it. And may I live by 
faith upon that other world, whither he is gone j 
as much furpailing this^ as the fun excels a clod of 
clay; looking on all for which men fo tear and 
fcramble here, but as the bones and fcraps, thrown 
Under the table by my heavenly father ; who has 
prepared for his children elfewhere, things infinitely 
betten And becaufe he has provided, fo like him- 
felf, is not aihamed to be called their God. May 
Jftheet with fuch fellow-travellers here, as heartett on . 
themfelves and others, by keeping thofe heavenly 
things warm upon their hearts. And may I ufe my 
own faith, and meditations and prayers, as the wings 
to help me up ! fo fhall I have the beft comfort this 
world can give ; by fitting thus loofe to it ; and not 
troubling myfelf, and all about me, in the keen pur-^ 
, fuits of it 5 as having in my eye and aim, that which 
will perfeflJy content me, unfpeakably delight me> 
and never fail me. 

/^ My God ! my chiefs my only fatisfying and 
^^ everlafting good ! Amidft all the fulnefs and 
comforts qf this world, I ihall be empty and uneafy ; 
till in the enjoyment of thy blefled felf, I am made 
for ever happy. Thou mighteft. Lord, leave me 
to perifli in my wretched choice j preferring the 
friendftiip of the world, above the love of my God. 
But I befeech thee, in mercy, pardon my apoftacy, 
and receive me gracioufly. Open before me thy 
heaven, to redeem me from the earth. Take my 
heart off the fondnefs for this world ; crucify me to 
jti /kve me from it, and help me, by my faith, to 
JJve above it. Yea, fo er^gp^g^e tjv^ \v^^x\. \.q x^w^feV^v 
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It I may abound in thy love, full of defires, to be- 
2r with the Lord ; out of this foreign country, 
my bleffed home, in thy eternal heavenly glory, 
nen. 

Sixth Consideration. 

To promote juftice and fair-dealing. 

sb. xiii. 1 8. Having a good confciencej in all things 
willing to live honejlly, 

F common honefty and pun£lual juftice be the pro- 
perty and virtue, for which many heathens have been 
ned j how black is the reproach, and how heinous 
e guilt upon any that own the chriftian name, here 

betray themfelves, and give the enemies of the 
3rd occafion to blafpheme ? The wronging of my 
:ighbour, 'tis indeed finning againft the Lorcl, 
ho has ftriflly forbidden it in his word. And what 
all my piety without honefty, but mere hypocrify ? 
5 long as I am diflioneft and unjuft, all my beft 
ofeflion is but a vain religion. No good confci- 
ice, if not void of offence towards men, as well as 
rod. JSfs xxiv. 1 6. None of my devotion will 
)mpound for any fraud or oppreftion : but by fuch 
jurious dealing, I (hall not only lofe myfelf here on 
irth, but forfeit my title to that kingdom of heaven, 
hich the unrighteous fliajl not inherit. I Cor. vu 

O how unlike is he, for communion with the 
)ly God, that's not fit to live amongft honeft men ? 
s light as any may make of this matter, the Lord 
the avenger of all fuch, as. go beyond or defraud 
leir brother in any matter, i The/, iv. 6. When 
le charge of God is, do no wrong. Jer. xxii. 3.' 
Whoever can make light, or butajeft, of what he 
>ftri£Hy forbids, never let me \ervl\yct. >y^qkv vl\ 
?r only for the infamy of knaN^rv^ ^xA ^^ ^k^ ^^ 
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my religion, (when it may be faid, he will not fwear, 
nor be drunk, but makes nothing to lie and over- 
reach, is not to be trufted) but for the confcienceof 
my duty, and the peace of my mind ; that my heart 
may not hang as a clog in my breaft, and my ill- 
dealing fly as a fury in my face ; to blaft all my com- 
fort on earth, as well as bar my entrance into heayen. 
I^t me be confcientious and punfhial to my word ; 
and without exception, in my traffic ; rendering to 
all their dues ; and never warping from the rules of 
truth and juftice, for fear, or favour; for filthy 
lucre, or any liniiler refpc^ whatfoever. Neither 
tempted by poverty, nor by an inviting opportunity, 
nor by fecre^, or by another's neceffity, or fimpli- 
city, to cheat and defraud, to be a thief or a knave, 
to prevaricate and ^bufe the truth ; to fcrew and 
wring, and get all' that ever I can ; though I know 
it to he beyond what's right; but ftill let me put 
myfelf in the circumflances of thofe with whom I am 
concerned, and do as I myfelf would expe£l, and 
defire to receive. 

Never may I fpeak what I know to be falfe, with 
a purpofe to deceive, and abufe the hearers belief. 
Never let my tongue and heart hang fuch contrary 
ways, to equivocate and hold the truth in unrighte- 
cufnefs ; to fpeak againft my own knowledge and 
confcience, through pride, covetoufnefs, or any ill 
defign ; as a prevaricator, and one of no principle ; 
that's better known, than to gain belief. Nor let 
me ever ad but fo much as the jocofe liar, and fuch 
a fool, as makes a mock of the fin, which leads to 
hell. 

As bad as the world is, it cries fhame of fuch a 

liar, as an infamous creature. And what could more 

confound me than to be catched in a lie, with which 

I cannot endure to be charged ? It c^^xtves a brand fo 

contrsuy, not oriy to Pi^ty, \)mX \s> ^Sl vw^wtfcc^^ 
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tiiat every body has a fling at the liar, as a AippIaiH 
ter, who helps to (hatter and ruin thofe interefts 
which men may account dearer than their lives. 

And (hall I be nettled at the fliame, though I (lick 
not at the guilt ? Thus may I make the abufed per* 
fon cry out, as PJiaL cxx. 2. Deliver my foul, O 
Lord, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue. _ 
Many that go o(F at the gibbet may lefi deferve it, 
than fuch a liar, that is heil's emiflary, and even the 
firebrand of a neighbourhood ; fet on woik by the 
father of lies ; and therefore to be paid the aevi^s 
W9ges, for following his trade: to have his part 
Cwith all liars) in the lake which bums with fire 
and brimftone. Rev. xxi. 8: Such, whofe mouth is 
as the mouth of hell, he may conclude himfelf fure 
of them, when fo he fpeaks through them : when 
their lewdnefs and hardnels, fraud and fal(hood, 
runs them into this (belter, they are more ftigma- 
ti^'d, than to be trufted, and too far gone to l^ re- 
covered, 

O may I ever deteft that dealings which needs 
the cover of fuch a plaifier. Like the righteous mah, 
Prov, xiii* 5. Who not only fhuns, but hates tying j 
may I forbear it, becaufe I abhor it ; and get thfc ha- 
bit of fpeaking fb finccrely, candidly and puiiflu- 
ally, that all who know me, may depend upon my 
bare word, without an oath, and account them- 
felves fafe enough, . to believe it, when they do but 
hear me fay it. 

To promote this good mind, and die fair dealing, 
as well as veracity m fpeaking, may I be content, 
with my lot, and fuch things as I have ; acquiefcing 
in the diftributions of God's good providence, hcw 
low foever I may be in the world 5 never reckoning 
to benefit myfelf, by hurting another. Nor let xhat ' 
be prodigal in my expences, to feed twj ^\\^ oAvi^^ 
with that which ihould pay my dd>\:i> 'wd^ ^^ Y^^ 
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ftice ; but provide things honeft in the fight of all 
men ; to deferve a good report ; as the next way to 
find the more favour. Let me be diligent in my 
place, and by induftiy, help to fecure my honefty, 
that I may not run myfelf into fuch ftraits, as (hould 
throw me upon ill fhifts. Let me not fo much as. 
harbour a difhoneft thought in my mind j nor fuf- 
fer, but check any who belong to me, that I find 
tampering at the wicked trade. Yea, let me lay up 
my treafure in heaven j that being fo richly provided 
above, I may not fcramble by any ill-ways, to help 
myfelf now upon earth : but defpife all that's here 
to be- got, for the fake of that in my eye, upon 
which I have fet my heart. 

/^ Lord, the God of truth ! Who loveft righteouf- 
^^ nefs, and requireft truth in the inward parts, 
unto thee, the fearcher of hearts, and judge of all, 
I acknowledge and bewail all the fraud and faUhoody 
whereof at any time in any way, I have been guilty i 
whether it be remembered or forgotten by me, gra- 
cious father, remember it not againft me ; but give 
me repentance for it, and forgivenefs of it, through 
the Lord our righteoufnefe. And in him, let me be 
found, having a better righteouCiefe than any of my 
own ; and indued alfo with fuch truth and fincerity,, 
that my heart may not condemn me, nor any elfe 
have caufe to upbraid me : but that I may walk in, 
my integrity and uprightnefs before thee ; rendering 
to all their dues ; and be pun£hial and juft in all my 
dealings. Inftead of giving offence,, fhining as a 
light in the world, to the tranquillity of my mind, 
the adorning of my profeflion, and the glory of thy 
name, through the grace of Jefus Chrift my Savi- 
ciu:. Amen« 
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Seventh Consideration* 

To promote temperance and mortification» 

• I Cor, be. 27. / Jteep under my body. 

T^Ature inclines me to fpare myfelf^ and gives me 
"^"^ the caution, not to keep my body too low : 
hut religion lays upon me the curb, and warns, hot 
to keep it too high. Either of the extremes may, (it 
is true,) unfit it for bufineis 5 yet from the former, 
even felf-love will fet me out of danger'; when, for 
the latter, ftill I carry an enemy within, which may 
pleafe me into my ruin. This, therefore, (as the 
more difficult to conquer) calls for more of my la- 
bour. And when my Lord injoinsme to deny my- 
felf, how crofs foever it may appear to my fenfe, I 
muft charge it xipon my confcience. Nor can I be 
more truly kind to myfelf, than in weakening and 
killing the lufts, which war againft my foul, /. e, my 
better felf* Becaufe flefh-pleaflng is the ready way 
to utter undoing ; and they that are all for humour- 
ing and pampering the body, take the courfe for ever 
to lofe it, together with the foul ; and in fuch their 
eafy and meriy kind of life, thev are running dowa 
upon the bitter pains of eternal aeath. 

Shall I then look with ah invidious eye upon the 
gluttons and drunkards, all whofe life is guzzling and 
cramming, and catering for excefles or dainties ? 
Or can I envy any epicures and wantons, that bear 
all time heavy upon their hands, but what is fpent in 
playing and fooling ? Or envy the lafcivious beafts, 
that are inftigated, by the unclean fpirit, to run jok- 
ing and frolicking upon the odious wickedneis, whofe 
end and doom is the lake which bums with fire atv<i 
hrimftone ? Wretched creatuxes nwVvo 2X^ W \a^^^ 

hcU by viWeiice* ia theu wild ^vi oi wa«s\\xx\s\^'^ 
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uncleannefe with greedinefs. May I ever have Better 
pleafures, or none; rather than thofe that cany 
fuch dreadful ftings in their tails : ndver let my de*> 
fires fo run out upon the forbidden things $ not let 
me be hot and eager upon the pleafures of this ^fe ; 
though they be fuch as are not in themfelves unlaw- 
fult Even in eating and drinking, not nded only 
I^ my appetite, or others folicitation, but by my rea-^ 
fon and religion ;. to take only what (hall pionioce: 
my buiinefij and not unfit me for it, nor pamper my 
body, to fend leannefs into my foul. Let me not: 
indulge to the idlenefe, dalliance, or corrupt c6m»' 
munication, which throw fewel upon the fbme of. 
luft ; nor. cherifli the filthy dioughts, which make; 
my foul a ftews, but (hun the occadons of falling, 
and refift the temptations to fuch wickednefi ; yea,., 
fignify my abhorrence and indignation againft it.. 
Never playing with that fire of luft, which kindles 
the fire of God's wrath, but while impertinents and. 
wantons (beafts of the people) vsralk in the vanity of 
their minds, and indulge to a licentious life after the 
flefli ; may I make it appear, that I know better 
things, and have more of God's fear before my eyes, 
And more of his^ love in my heart, than to imitate 
fuch patterns, and fell my foul and heaven, for fuch- 
bafe momentary gratifications, which foon hurry the 
mad rakes from their frolicking and ranting, upon 
the eternal weeping and wailing. Yea, let me fhcw 
a much better pattern, in my (obriety and abftinence, 
my gravity and continence,- my unexceptionable way. 
and exemplary life; that my light may fliine before 
men, and my foul have confidence towards God ; 
that I may folace m)felf in the light of his counte- 
nance, as a previous heaven upon earth, and fweetly 
experience the tokens of his love, which is better 
than life. And then, vA\\\e fom^ v^x^j ot ^^tA^ 
me. as comfortlcls or mdandvo^X^-^ ^tt^Jt^V 
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rejoice, even with joy unfpcakable, and full of 
glory, 

T Abafe. and humble myfelf before thee, holy God^ 
"■- for all the liberties that I have taken, to live after 
the cburfe of this vain wicked world ; and after my 
own foolifh and hurtful lufts. O forgive and heaf 
all fuch guilt which I am conicious to have con- 
tra£ted ; or which thou, that art. greater than my 
heart, knoweft me to have committed. Create? in 
me a clean heart, O God, and make ray body alfcj 
a meet temple for thy holy fpirit. Help me, by thy^ 
powerful grace, to bring it into fubjeiHon, and to 
poijeis my veffel in fan£tification, and honour. Not 
making proviiion for the fle(h to fuliil its lufts, nor 
running with infamous libertines, to their excefs of 
riot ; but fo mortifying the deeds of the body, that 
I may live ; live holily here, to the glory of thy 
name ; and hereafter live mofr bleflcdly for ever, in 
the gloxy of thy kingdom. Amen, 

Eighth Consideration. 

To promote brotherly love and unity. 

Phil, ii, 2. Be Kit mindedj having the fame love%, 

being of one amrd. 

\1I^HAT comfort of living, where is nothing 
^ ^ but clalhing and jarring ? And what unity 
without charity, but fuch a conjundion, as tying 
the living to the dead, or platting ferpcnts together' 
to fting one another ? Where is the fame mind, I 
ma;^ expeft fweet accord. But then the union muft 
be rounded in truth and piety ; or it will be but a 
wicked confederacy ; like Gebaland Axmcm^w^ -wx^ 
AmaleclCi Philiftians and Tyn2Liv&^ ^ ccra^\s\vcs?^ 
siffun& One IfracI of <56d. So ax^ lii^taiis^ ^ "^^^ 
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Leviathan, (dicing of pride) compa£l and fealed- to- 
gether in his defence; that he may fecurely carry 
ofF his prey. And fuch is the brotherhood in ini- 
quity, a combhiation upon no good occafion ; to 
credit none but forry mattfsrs, and maintain a caufe 
that gets fmall reputation, by fuch kind of abet- 
tors. 

I muft endeavour to keep the unity of the fpirit 
in the bond of peace, Eph. iv. 3. Not make divifi- 
ons in the church ; which, like a natural body, under 
the head, has the fame life running through all its 
members. And (ver. 2.) I and- my brethren are .- 
charged with all lowlinefs and meekneis, and long- 
fuffering to forbear one another in love. Which 
forbearance fuppofes fomewhat in my fellow-mem- 
bers to be born with, that may be difagreeable to 
my opinion, or againft my inclination : and then 
binds me to imitate the lowlinefs of my Saviour, in 
ftooping to another -, and alfo his meeknefs, in bear- 
ing with a neighbour. Not to engage in battle with 
him, becaufe he does not, (peradventure cannot) 
think juft as I do. Though he may be more in the 
right, or a better man than myfelf. 

Charity is the (hining virtue of high excellency, 
as well as of great neceflity . But I dare not (o dif- 
parage this catholick grace, as to confine it only to 
my own party : when my Lord commands me to ex- 
tend it even to an enemy ; and my rule binds me, 
fo far as in me lies, to live peaceably with all men, 
JRom, xii. 18. 

Though there is the lawful and needful contend- 
ing with the wicked ; not to fufFer the fin upon 
them, which threatens ruin to them -, yet if the 
man be not fcandaloufly wicked in his morals, but 
(as I imagine) wrong in his judgment, peradventure 
/ may need forbearance on the account of fuch mi- 
Hakes^ as well as he. Or tivow^\i£«L>i^v£i8.\sq- 
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felf obliged to capitulate with him, yet I am ftr-e, it 
ought to be in the fpirit of meeknefs, confidering 
hiyfelf, GaL vi. i. Yea, it is one of the evidences 
of my adoption, to love the brethren. Therefore, 
would Lbe tender of engaging againft any, who 
feem to be begotten of the fame immortal heavenly 
feed. Nor do I much dread the hurt of a miftake 
here, on the charitable fide, in taking them who 
appear well, to be better than really they are. 

Though it be not wearing the fame drefs, but 
poflefling the fame life, which diftinguifheth the 
children of God from the reft of the world : yet his 
word gives us certain figns, by which to difcern 
them. Such as doing righteoumefs, following ho- 
Ilnefs, loving the-xbrethren, being peace-makers, 
and (commomy) fuch as arc perfecuted for righteouiP- 
nefs-fake. 

And I cannot but bear a warm heart towards any, 
on whom I fee fuch characters. Yea, moft hear- 
tily do I join in the prayer of our church, that all 
who confefs' God's holy name, may agree in the 
truth of his holy word, and live in unity and godly 
love. For whoever contend for unity, without the 
godly love, their greatcft fervency, is but a forry 
partiality : and the boiling of their fury, rather than 
zeal for God's gloiy. But the godly love will never 
fufFerme to fpight anyone who leads a godly life. And 
indeed, without the godly life, there can be no godly 
love : nothing but fmners loving fuiners, and feem- 
ing the better friends, the worfe their lives. For he 
that is born after the flefli, perfecutes him that is 
born after the fpirit. GaL iv. 29. He has the burn- 
ing charity, (like that of Rome) to fire out of the 
world, all that are not of his mind. 

Let me, then never fo loud, cry up peace and con- 
cord, and contend never fo fierce, fex coxvWm\sj^ 
and unions yea, be thethme^sl^Y^^Afct tv^^^^ ^^ 
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good and defirable ; yet if I am too well known for' 
a man of vain loofe life, or of a bitter ungovernable 
(pirit, rather a fcorner, than any promoter of grace 
and godlinefs ; all the children of wifdom will fee 
thro' my pretenftons, and pirv the abfurdity of fuch 
contention ; forry that a good church muft bear the* 
reproach of fo bad (licklers ; and thofe unmerciful 
correftors of others, who do fo much need the cafti*- 
gation themfelvea. When at the fame time, they can- 
not only bear them that are evilv but fit eafy in fuch- 
ibny company, that is fome of the fouleft fcandal to 
any church, on which they pin themfelves : yet not 
Andure the fight of any that is otherwife minded ; 
though peradventure it be, only as to the mint, an- 
lufe and cummin. 

May I better know the way of peace, and ufe 
my lenitives and corrofives to much worthier pur- 
pofes : and for all the furious drivers of every dehor 
xnination, make that moft charitable prayer of ow 
blefled Saviour, Father, forgive them, &c. 

May I contribute all my endeavours, to promote' 
Ae chriftian unity, and godly love : not quarrel 
every one that has not my afpecl and mien, or range 
of thoughts ; (tho' his mind may be better itocked) 
but fuch as I take to be an error, endeavour to gain 
them by patience and fairnefs, in reafoning with. 
them : and if fo, I fail of my end, yet (hall f leave 
no objedion againft the attempt. 

May the compulfion which. I ufe, be no hard 
words, wrath, or vengeance, but only dint of ar- 
gument, and power of perfuafion : with fuch.a grave,, 
quiet, charitable, holy, good life, as majr incline 
fome to think that I am in the right. For never 
muft I expe£l to ruffle a man into my fentiments ; 
when by that means, 1 only lofe my handle, and 
corroborate his prejudice. To ^^A^^tvvV^ with him,, 
may be the hopefiulell ex^eivviux. x.o ^^\tv\sj^QfcvW.% 
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where clamour and fury would rum all my defigft r 
and the wrath of man never work the righteoufnefs 
of God. Sweetnefe of carriage may prevail, and 
Jove will do the deed. 

Thus God himfelf wins my heart : and fo may I 
leek to win the hearts of others : that I may iind the 
fort furrendered, which could not be ftormed. I am 
fure, the command is as ftri^t, as it is dear. Tit ik. 
2. To be no brawlers, but gentle; ihewing all 
meeknefs to all men« And, i Pet. iii. 8. Love as 
Ibrethren, be pitiiiil, be courteous. And for fuch as^ 
are out of the way, I (hall be the likelier to reclaini 
them ; if I can. but convince them of my integrity^, 
and render afFe£tion to them. And when they are 
fuch as live foberly, righteoufly and godly, I find a 
tie upon me to trcjat them with a more tender re* 
gard, than the debauched and profane, vrho declare* 
Sieir fm as Sodom, and glory in their (hame. For 
though there is no peace to the wicked, yet furel}^. 
pky is owing to fuch as have erred, and are deceived.. 
The mKlakes of tfaefe, often arSfu^g from the ten- 
dernefs ; the. outrage of the other, from the hard* 
Hefi of their hearts. 

But, that we are fuch a divided people, who feem 
readv to do any common enemy^s bufineis for him ; 
^hiie f:> quarrel fome among ourfelves ; hateful, and. 
liating one another, we are told the main caufe,. 
%OT. iv. I . The wars: and fightings abroad,, come 
n'om the lufts which war in our members at home.. 
Thefe enemies of our own houfe are the grand in- 
cendiaries, that fet all in a flame, and render us the 
eafier prey to any that would devour us all. 

O may all among us that have any fear of God,, 
and love for our land, and care for our fouls, con- 
tribute their utmoft efforts to fupprefs and kill ^Vss^^r.. 
mod deadly domeftic foes \ TVvat 2c^^toN vjv^on\VI^sn^ 

the children of God, in caxryuvj^ ^^ "^"^"^"^V^S^ 
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chlldreri of peace, riot exafperating, but edifying 
each other ; not maligning one another's perfons, 
but bearing one another's burthens ? Thus mercy 
and truth may yet meet here together ; yea, righ- 
teoufnefs and peace may kifs each other : and we 
may find the falvation of the Lord nigh them who 
fear him j that glory may dwell in our land. 

"C^Rom the crying fins of .notorious immorality, 
"* drunkennefs, lewdnefs, blafphcmy and profane- 
nefs; from all falfe dodrine,* herefy and fchifm; from 
hardnefs of heart, and contempt of thy word and 
commandment ; as . alfo, from envy, Hatred, ma- 
lice, and all uncharitablenefi, good Lord deliver us. 

O fend out a healing fpirit upon us, to com- 
pofe the imcharitable breaches among us, that we 
may not be furioufly dafhing one againft another ; 
but better know the things of our peace, and live in 
love and unity together. Mortify the pride and 
lufls in us, which breed and feed the jarrs and divi- 
fions among us. Yea, make us fo kind to our own 
fouls, as to turn our fierceft indignation againft our 
own iniquities, and compaflionate others infirmi- 
ties; forbearing them in love; conquering their 
afperity with our courtefy, their enmity with our 
charity ; and overcoming the evil with good. 

Blefled Jefus ! Lord of love, and prince of peace ! 
Who (when I was an enemy) didft reconcile me 
to God, conquer all my prejudice and evil furmifes 
againft fuch as I account my enemies : and fo diredk 
my ways to pleafe thee, that thou mayeft make them 
to be at peace with me, Inftead of taking fire at 
every affront, make me fo tiuly chriftian, as to pafs 
over indignities and injuries ; and to quench the 
flames of wrath and malice, with returns of meek- 
nefs and kindnefs : fo ende^ivovjirm^ to recover and 
cherifh good-wiU and bioth^iVj \w^, ^^ X^^^q^'tc^^^ 
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the child of my heavenly father; and the meek 
iand lowly follower of my bleffed Lord and Saviour, 
Amen* 

Ninth Consideration. 
To promote holinefs. 

Heb. xii. 14. Follow holinefs -^ without which ns 

rHanJhallfe€ the Lord. 

TTirHat is holinefs, but that grace by which, 
^^ (according to my meafure) I do refemblq 
rny heavenly father, and devote m)rfelf to be a 
a follower of God, as a dear child ; in all fuch ami- 
able properties, whereof he has enabled me to come 
up to any imitation. To mind and do the things 
which make me moft like him, and help me beft to 
pleafe him. While I give myfelf to the exercifes 
of a ferlous religion j and ftrive to keep my heart 
right with the fearchcr of hearts; loving to apr 
proach his prefence, and delighting to do his will. 

*Tis not enough then, to feek and follow peace 
with men, if I am not alfo a lover and follower of 
that holinefs, without which I cannot find peace and 
favour with God. For, as he is the holy one of 
Ifrael, fo his people are a people holy to the Lord ; 
not called to uncleanneis, but to holinefs, feparate 
from an ungodly world, to be renewed by that holy 
Jpirit, who fanclifieth all the elefl people of God ; 
and fo cafheers all their prejudice againft holinefs^ 
that' they are not only reconciled to it, but in love 
with it. And from this good root in the heart, 
ipring all the fruits of holinefs in their life : to make 
them fuch manner of perfons as they fhould be, in 
all holy converfation and godlineis. 

Though hy grace we are faved through faith ; yet 
Cucb a faith it muft be as purifies the Iv^^tv \ v^ xsc^^^ 
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vs live godly in Chrift Jefus, as becometh his faints, 
vrho are holy in converfation as well as by profef- 
fion ; for every one that names the name of Chrift 
muft depart from iniquity. And whatever men are 
called) if any man have not the fpirit of Chrift he 
^is none of his. Rem, viif. 9. But what part or lot 
have they in this Holy Spirit who talk and z& like 
fuch as are governed only by the unclean fpirit i 
Not forbearing to (ignify their derifion and indigna- 
tion at all things belonging to a better fpirit. Never 
will the Holy One abide fuch as cannot abide his 
holinefs: no; they are the hate of heaven, becaufe 
the filth of the world. Though they fet up for the 
corredtors of others, to daunt and feoff out of their 
religion all that dare but make any holy profeffion, 
O how will they be able to bear up before that 
Jioly awful Judge of quick and dead, who will pa6 
the fentence upon all according to their works? 
What admittance can they ever expeft into his 
lioly place who did fo fcornfiilly trample all his 
grace which brings falvation, and were for banifh* 
ing out of the world all that holinefs without which 
no man (hall fee the Lord. 

But be there never fo many of this heathenifli 
clan, or were they never fo mighty, who thus rage 
and imagine vain things, the Lord our God ftill is 
holy, yea, glorious in holinefs. *Tis not only his 
property, but his glory. And to be like him, holy 
according to my capacity, 'tis not only my duty but 
my glory ; and never will I be ambitious of any 
higher honour than to be an humble follower of my 
heavenly Father. 

What indeed is the meaning of all my religious 
exercifcs, but ftill more to repair in me his holy 
image, that I may be fitted for the divine commu- 
nion with him here, and the bleifed fruition of him 
for ever ? But what fcllowfliip or fruition where is 

no 
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mo agreeable difpofition, nothing but- what is con- 
trary and mere repugnancy? When God is a holy 
God, his Son the Holy One of God, and his Spirit 
the Holy Ghoft, what infatuated children of per- 
dition are fucli as would fet up in the world for great 
and high, only becaufe they have an implacable 
antipathy againft all that Is holy, .and make this 
their boafted glory, that they are none of the godly? 
Whenas the nobleil fubje6is ufe to be proud of 
imitating their prince's fafhion, thefe degenerate 
creatures, and fcandals to the age they live in^ 
would fet up, like Lucifer and his infernal feconds, 
even for their defying the King of Kings, and 
throwing their fcorn and blafphemy at the Moil 
High and Holy. 

Thus may they^enfure, as fo often they do dare,, 
damnation ; but into the pure and glorious courts 
above, nothing fo unclean and abominable is ever 
like to enter. Never will the holy Lord of the place 
^dure there any fuch limbs of the unclean fpirit, 
who cannot abide fo much as the name or thought 
df that holinefs which is the blefled God's delight, 
and as the apple of his eye. 

To get in there I muft admire, and love, and 
follow holinefs, even all my days ; and fuch care- 
ful purfuing of the holy way is the hopeful ftriving 
to prefage and fecure my joyful entrance at heaven's 
gate in the end. Let fuch, then, as are engaged 
with their black confederates along the broad way, 
^lifclaim and defy hoUnefis, not enduring but to hear 
of it without raving or fcoffing at it. My heart 
bleeds for them, and, though they curfe, I will 
blefs. O that it may. not be too late to beg. Lord 
have mercy on them ! 

But, whatever any hardened haters of the holy 
Lord may pour out from the abundance of their 
-filthy hearts to mock and rail at holinefs, that 
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charge of God himfelf. Be ye holy, for I am holy* 
fliall for ever more determine me, than all their 
arrogance, blafphemy, and vengeance can (hock 
me. Their d:\y is coming, and therr judgment 
Kngers not. O, hovy many fuch fwelling bubbles 
have I feen burft, and fuch plagues of the world 
^one ofr to receive their own plagues ! Yea, the 
Lord is coming, with ten thoufand of his faints, 
(thofe now defpicablc objecSs of derifion) to execute 
judgment upon all, and to convince all the daring 
finners, not only of their ungodly deeds, but their 
hard fpeeches thrown out againft him j for what 
they let fly at the lovers and followers of holinefs, 
who contend and plead his caufe with the wicked, 
he takes it as diredly levelled at himfelf, and will 
return the arrows of their bitter words in fomewhat 
far fliarper on their own pates. 

Never then fhall any of their prate and raillery 
make me afliamed or that which is my glory; 
but ftill (hall it be my ambition to be numbered 
among the peculiar people whom my Lord purifies 
to himfelf, and my great endeavour to cleanfe myfelf 
ftill farther from all fihhinefs of flefh and fpirit, per- 
fefting holinefs in the fear of God ; for I do not 
fear him if I dare to defpife the holinefs which he 
commands, or lie fhort of the higheft degrees which 
I can here attain. 

O, may I be one of thofe lovers and follower? of 
holinefs who Ihlnc as lights in the world to glorify 
my heavenly Father, however ill ufcJ I may be by 
fuch as drive at nothing more than his dilnonour. 
Though fome of them call themfclves members of 
the church, which teaches them much better things, 
and every time they atte;id the publick worfhip to 
pray that the reft of their life hereafter may be pure 
and holy, never may I when I pray fo afl: the very 
bypocriiy againft which I rally, 
^ MOST 
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Prayer for Holinefs, 

MOST holy, holy, holy Lord God of heaven 
and earth! though the heathen rage, and pto^ 
pie imagifie vain things : thou continueft flill the . 
fame in holinefs and glory ; and, as thou baft called 
us with a holy calling, fo engaged us to be holy in 
all manner of converfation. 

O renew us after thy blefled image, and put thy 
Holy Spirit within us, but never take that blefled 
Spirit from us. Stablifh our hearts, O Lord, un- 
blameable in holinefs before thee, and make us 
holy in our difpofltion, and in all our converfation 
fuch lovers and followers of holinefs that we may 
fee the Lord, and find and enjoy our God, to the 
fatisfa£tion and comfort of our fouls, now in part as 
far as we can attain, and hereafter in fulnefs as 
much as we fliall deflre, and that for ever. 

Give a check, Lord, from heaven to the fpirit 
of prophanenefs and uncleannefs, impiety and blaf* 
phcmy^ that rgges and reigns among us. Open 
the eyes and conquer the hearts of thy enemies, 
who hate and deiide thy holinefs, and madly go on 
in all prophaneneis, lewdnefs, and abomination, 
even to dare thy wlrath and everlafting damnation. 

O think thoughts of pity and mercy, Lord, to a 
fmfiil people, whom thou haft fo long fpared and 
iignalized with thy wonderful patience and abun- 
dant goodnefs. that it may at laft lead us to 
repentance, and melt us into fuch a temper that 
we may relent and turn to the Lord, and leave oflF 
the wicked trade, and renounce the curfed things, 
and learn not to blafpheme and do deipite to the 
Spirit of grace. 
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Yea, fend fuch a fpirit of holinefs upon us as 
may make us other manner of perfons, a people 
truly reformed as well as fo called ; a people holy 
to the Lord, with eyes open to fee the beauty 
of holinefs, and hearts bent to love and follow 
it ; that, having our fruit unto holinefs, we may 
find the end cverlafting life, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. Amen. 
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